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Patent Copper Company’s Smelting Works and the
Burra Burra Mine, 1850

Waatercolour on paper mounted on linen.
Art Gallery of South Australla. Adelaide;
Gitt of the South Australian Mining Association, 1914,

avid Bannear is the

Chairman of the Mid

North J150 Committee,
He took over this position from
his father, Albert, who was
forced to retire because of ill
health.

The committee has been wor-
king for two years, collating
consolidating information,
before even the concept of a re-
enactment could be formed.
Now the committee is reachin,
the satisfying end of its harg
work. Organization is nearly
complete, pracncal considera-
tions and the problems have
been explored and they are on
their way to being solved. Now
stage three, publicity and
finance are being undertaken.

The many people in the Mid
North who have an interest in
local history and have worked
on, or with this committee will
soon see the fruits of their
efforts and Ferhaps this re-
enactment will help persuade
others of the fascination and
value of our heritage.

David is an ideal person to
lead such a committee. He is
locally born and bred - he now
lives at Saddleworth in the
cottage where his grandmother
spent her life. In the interven-
ing years between his local edu-
cation and his current archaeo-

After working as a public
servant and a working trip
around Australia, David went
to Europe, where he combined
work, study and frivolity, along
with his wife, Bridget. In_his
seven years away lrom Aus-
tralia, he carried out archaeo-

David Bannear

tandem bicycle. On the return
to Australia, David began work
on a Ph.D at Sydney Univer-
sity, but this was mlerrupzed by
the birth of his son and t!

family’s return to Saddleworth

Since then David's major
proglects have been the survey
of the Wallaroo Smelting Works
and exploratory excavations at
the Burra Burra mine. He has
had literally "down to earth”
experience of Australia’s early
mining history. He has also
maintained an active interest
in local and Aboriginal history.

David would like to thank all
those who have served on the
committee, and those who have
conmbuted to the Gulf Road
section of this souvenir edition
newspaper, especially Ann and
Steve Maloney, Roger Manuel,
Bridget Bannear, Kay Lam-

Where to Stay in the Mid North South Australia

The taritf chargeable will be that current at the time of occupancy, irrespective of rates quoted
prepared in December, 1985,

Phone No.

HOTELS—MOTELS—QUEST HOUSES MINTARO 5415
ouse (088) 43
AUBURN 5451 Magpie and Stump Hotel Eoea 43 9014
Auburn Motel, Main Street (088) 49 2125 Martindale Hall 088) 43 9011
Rising Sun Hotel, Main North Road (088) 49 2015 Mintaro Mews (088) 43 9
BALAKLAVA 5481 ORROROO 5431
Terminus Hotel, 4 Railway Terrace (088) 62 1562 Black Rock Hotel, 12 km south
BLYTH 5462 Commercial Hotel, Second Street DBC) 55 1272
Blyth Hotel, Harley Street (088) 44 5004 g"woo Hotel, Second Street 086) 58 1018
BRINKWORTH 5464 WEN 5460
Junction Hotel, Main Street (088) 46 2152 Owen Arms Hotel, Railway Terrace (085) 28 6008
BURRA 5417 PETERBOROUGH
Burra Houl Market Square (088) 92 2389 Federal Hotel, 96 Main Street 086) 51 2197
Commercial Hotel, Commercial Street OBB 92 2010 Junction Hotel, 121 Main Street 006 5! 2195
Kooringa Hotel, 4 Kingston Strm 0” 9 2 2013 Peterborough Hotel/Motel, 195 Main Street
Royal Exchange Hotel, 1 Best Pl 2 2392
e AL Peterborough Motor nn. 25 Queen Srest (080) 81 2078
3 (088) 42 281 aliway
Bentleys Hotel/Motel, Town Centre (088) 815 e 'Iaoagg{o“ Ll
4; unn
Clare Hotel/Motel, 244 Main Street (088) 42 2816 ougy. {086) 35
Clare Valley Motel, Main North Road 5085; 42 2799 ’Oﬂ'l‘ GERMEIN
Taminga Hotel, Main North Road (088) 42 2808  Port Germein Hotel, High Street (086) 34 5244
CRYSTAL BROOK 5623 PORT PIRIE 5540
Crynnl Brook Hotel, Bowmln Street (086) 36 2023 Central Hotol. Flounea Street 32 1031
Royal Hotel, Bowm Stree! (086) 36 2018  Flinders n%n lotor Inn, 161 Main Road
EUDUNDA 537 International Hotel/Motel, 40 Ellen Street 0“ 32 2‘22

Eudunda Ho(ol/Molal 2 South Terrace

Light Hotel, 1 Bruce Street
GEORG!TOWN 5472

(085) 67 1002

John Pirie Motel, Warnertown R
(085) 67 1298 Newcastle

4200
Hotel, 181 Main Rold. sdomonmwn (060) 32 3925
Re al Exchange Hotel, 96 Ellen Street

Georgetown Hotel, Fisher Street (086) 62 4114  Toledo Motel, 48 Florence Street (oes) 32 3701
GLADSTONE 5473 Travelway M ertrude Street (086) 32 2222
Commercial Hotel, 2 Gladstone Street  (086) 62 2245 Warnertown Motel, "'D"le One (086) 34 3077
Gladstone Hotel, 1 Bondowie Street (086) 62 2015 PORT WAKEFIELD 5!

HAMLEY BRIDGE 5401 Pon Wakefield Hotel, 23 Burra Street 088) 67 1016
mmuy sncgo mml. 17 Light Street (085) 28 2011 Port Wakefield Motel, 2 Snowtown Road (088) 67 1271
IAMESTO Elraka tioter 086) 36 7120
amue Hom/MolM. 36 Ayr Street (086) 64 1065 s:"mﬁ“ m:‘ 1‘2‘ y 3 [{
n , 41 Torrens Road 088) 47 2314
Commerclal Hotel/Motel, 35 Ayr Street  (086) 64 1013 filre, "Hcte). 27 Torrens Hoad 088) 47 2303
Jamestown Hotel, 79 Ayr Street 086) 64 1387 SNOWTOWN 5520
Railway Hotel, 32 Alexandra Terrace 086) 64 1035 Snowtown Hotel (088) 65 2256
KAPUNDA 5373 SPALDING 5454
apunda Hotel, Main Street (085) 66 2205  Spalding Hotel (088) 45 2006
slr Jonn Frankiin Hotel, Main Street (085) 66 2106  TARLEE 5411




logical digs in Britain, gradua- bert, Wendy Crawley, G LAURA 5480 P (085) 28 5217
ted with honours from dine Pearce, Betty Ryan, John Laura Hotel, Herbert Street (086) 63 2426 TEROWIE 5421
Cambridge University and tra- Wilson, Bill Gregor, Bob' Noye North Laura Hotel, Mill Street (086) 63 2421  Imperial Hotel (086 5921) 11
velled the United Kingdom ona and Ian Auhl. LOCHIEL 5610 Terowie Motel (086 5921) 82
Lake View Hotel/Motel (088) 66 2208 WATERVALE
TR 1 " GULF RO, MELROSE 5483 Watervale Hotel (088) 43 0109
Mid-North Regional g R Mount Remarkable Hotel 086) 65 2119 WATERLOO 5413

lount Remarkable Motel 8 119 Wellington Hotel 088) 48 4301

J150 Committee North Star Hotel 086) 66 2110  WIRRABARA 5481 &Y
Wil a Hotel (086) 68 4162

he Mid North Regional
J150 Committee is made
up of representatives

from the council districts of
Burra Burra, Clare,

Wakefield Plains. For the last
two years it has been raising
money, organising the animals,
personnel and equipment for a
copper carting re-enactment
?etléveen Burra and Port Wake-
ield.

Transport — The Gulf Road

he re-enactment is desig-
I ned to celebrate the sig-
nificance that early cop-
per mining had in the settle-
ment and development of South
Australia. The State’s copper
story began at Kapunda in 1842,
was quickly followed by Burra
in 1845, and ended at Wallaroo
and Moonta in 1923. The ore was
shipped to Wales for smeltin,
for little cost as ballast in wool
ships. It was the overland car-
tage which presented a crip-
pling cost. In 1849 the Patent
Copper Company acquired a
lease to smelt ore near the mine
site, and opened up their own
copper carting route to the head
of St Vincent's Gulf. Here they
established Port Henry, later
called Port Wakefield. By 1857
the Company had diverted its
traffic to the railway terminus
at Gawler, and the copper run
from Burra to Port Wakefield
ended

The Re-enactment

The re-enactment will

I head off from Burra on
the Monday (October 13)

of the Copper Festival, and will
arrive at Port Wakefield on
Saturday November 1. In the
afternoon the copper ore will be
loaded onto the ketch ‘Falie’.
This ketch is the last survivor of
the many which used to work
along the South Australian
coast. The SA Government
purchased the ‘Falie’ and have
restored her to take part in the
State’s sesquicentennial cele-

Jim Kelly & Jim Lowe

he copper carting re-

enactment will be led by

Jim Kelly, bullocky of
Naracoorte, and Jim Lowe,
muleteer and donkey driver
from Goolwa. With the help of
friends and family they will
present modern examples of
three kinds of transport used -
bullock drays, pack mules and
wagons. On at least two occa-
sions the convoy will travel
over hilly terrain (on privately
owned land) where the Guif
Road, and its environment, still
remains. It will be here, in
these hidden and solitary land-
scapes where our endeavours
should come closest to captu-
ring the spirit of mid 19th
century industrial transport.

An Invitation

ome and participate, and
perhaps be lucky enough
to share that rare and
fleenng experlence of saying
"well, that's how they must
have done it”. Feel welcome to
ride or walk for part or all of the
journey. You can be part of the
setting up, sleepu{; out, and
breaking of cam ou must be
able to cater for vourselr and be
prepared to stay within the
guldelmes of your hosts, the
ullockies and muleteers.
Their simple rules will help
maintain harmony and create a
family spirit.

The Celebration

s the convoy travels along

the Gulf Road it will pass

through many of the old
towns. These towns will relive
their earlier functions, and
their communities are organi-
sing their own events to cele-
brate the passing traffic. Not
only will there be plenty to see,
but lots to do, and plenty of food

BURRA
PAXTON SQUARE COTTAGES

Bridge Terrace, restored miners cottages in historic Paxton Square.

Two, three and four roomed cof
three r $28.00 per

p" “Y
day. Bookings telephone
ment Travel Centre (08) 212 1644.

Burra Caravan Park, Bridge Terrace, along Burra Creek. Sites with
power $5.50 per day for 2 persons. Sites without power $4.50 per day
for 2 persons. Extra persons $1.00 each. No pets allowed. On-site vans

vo. three and four cottages avaiiadie fully
av or hire. Full cooking faCiltes includii

day,

$16.00 per night. Telephone (088) 92 2154.

CLARE

self contained. Linen
n? ulensus Two roomed
.00 per

(088) 922 622, or the South Auwahan Govern-

GERALKA RURAL FARM (on a working farm).
On-site caravans and a cabin, each accommodating up to six persons.
Guests supply own linen, towels, blankets, etc. Attractions include a copper

mine and lar:
as well as a

agricultural machinery and horse drawn vehicle collection,
desdale horse stud and Shetland ponies. On-site caravans

from $17 per day for two persons, $1.00 per day each extra person, cabin

from $22 per day for two persons, $2.00

r day each extra person

Situated at Andrews, 25 km north of Clare on Highway 83. Telaphone

(088) 45 4031.

Christison Park Caravan Park, 4 km from Post Office. Vacationer Park

C=)

Facilities for disabled

each extra adult and
$24.00 per night 3 persons. Pets allowed on leash. Telephone (088)
42 2724.

CLARE VALLEY CABINS (in a vineyard)
If. cabins provide

ull
ple. snuynod on Gevcmmant Road, White Hut 3 km nonh ov Clare. The
property is s 36 h.cnrn with 4 hectares of vines and 20 hectares of natural
grape picking in March. Stables
Telephone (08) 43 9388, or
ravel Centre (08) 212 1

available. Tariff from 528 per day per cabin.

the South Australian Government

SEVEN HILL
SETTLERS COTTAGE

Church Street, Sevenhill. A century old cottage with all modern con-
veniences in a vineyard setting. Accommodation for six people with every-
thing provided including basic food supplies. Tariff from $50 for

BALAKLAVA

Sites with power $7.50 per day, without power $6.00 per day plus $1.00
for extra adults and 50 cents for extra children, in excess of two.
ersons. On-site vans $18.00 per night, $2.00 for
1.00 for each extra child in excess of two. Unit

==

persons per night. For full details and reservations contact Mrs. Mary
Kennedy, telephone (08) 79 7404.

Balaklava Caravan Park, cnr. Wallace Street and May Terrace. Sites
with power $4.00 per da;. unpowered sites $2.50 plus 50c for each
e

person in excess of two,

ts allowed. Telephone (088) 62 1795.

Camp Balaklava, Edith Terrace. Sites with power $3.40 per day, plus
40c for each person in excess of 4, without power $2.40, plus Oc for
each person in excess of 4. On-site vans $10.00 per night, $1.00 for
ach person in excess of 2. Dogs allowed on leash. Telephone

e:
(088) 64 5053.

PORT WAKEFIELD

Port Wakefield Caravan Park. Vacationer Park. Sites with power $6.00
per day, without power $4.50 per day. pIus $1.50 for each person in

excess of 2. On-site vans $15.00 per night, $1..

50 for each person in

brations for thought. excess of 2. Pets allowed on leash. Taiephone .088) 67 1151,
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The —-
Programme

of events conducted in association with the Copper Carting Convoy

For more detail:
danllnl with lepeaclflco?oe::’;" L Lo Canvas, barbecue, yarn spinning and

® October 11, 12 and 13 . ocigll;g'
Burra - Burra Copger Festival, Aub urn Bullocky Breakfas

Contact numbe hris Reed (088) 922 382 Hoyle's Hill (Aul um/Bnlaklava Road) -
Elly Nlchull! (088) 922 446. 4pm plaque ceremo“
® October &macz numbers - Kay Lambert (088) 492
Farrell Flat Oval - evening bonfire, BYO, Auburn School (nu) 492 112; Gerald
barbec Moore (088) 452
© October © Octobe:
Pike's Wme Polish Hill River - Camp Hal

|b
- Walkinq Day, visitors can park their cars
at Halbury. bused and/or walk to events.
m Church Servwe at William's Well
Iollowed b; Flaque ceremony
aque Ceremony at Hell Fire

orzanlsed by ocal vigneons.
Contact number - Martin Smith (088) 434

 October
Mlntaro Midday: procession through the
town, stalls etc.: evening: Bush Dance.

® October - Mldday meal at Halbury, catering prov-
Ranges South of Mt Horrocks - mornin,
walk alonr the Gulf Road, walkers buse - s sopm guest speakers, followed by bar-
! back to Mintaro Oval for plcmc afternoon. becue and entertainment at Halbury.
{ Contact num ls Gosse (088) 439 Contact numbers -

mbers - Hal elty Ryan ( ) 631
015; Ian Bidstrup (088) 4 245; B.ll Gregor (088) 631 263,

Watsrvala Oval anernoon ‘” followed ® Octo Mid North Jubilee m commluee members Es Hoepner,
N 5

Geraldine Pearce and Bill Gre Tor explore the old Gulf Road

nner. Devll 's Garden - 10am Inspection and talk. h Bullocky Jim Kelly (at right).
k C%nlacl number - Geraldine Pearce (088) Plaque Ceremony at Devil's Gar den. ChltE Wit B ¥ a . PG, Story |
| S Oaabobs Dunn’s Bridge - BYO evening meal, dine D) History p. 4-20 |
Horrock 's Winery - midday lunch, catered on the bank- of the River Wakefield. Towns along the |
cy Crawley’s Restaurant. © October 2! o | way p. 21-42, |
B iy xiea) B:%?QS?} Balablava Teaders, Y o e e e ‘
a-la-carte ai s - - 13- = ; o
uring pig-on-spit, music and entertain- 5nntam number - Es Hoepner (088) 645 p;ssyl';‘:lrdr?eyrol-ﬁ;rﬁr I RY: ";::'L’:":':“’“ r:“;“‘::e ?’ucked e
- Tuesda; wber 14 - Han:
. chbe . Ocmbe tober Auburn to join the rest of the convoy.
Horrock ] Wlnelg breakfast, catered by ‘Pareora - evening 'round the campfire-a “ wﬂ‘""x" 8: cieeid “ Fggjﬂeﬂla“!ﬂo‘.ﬁh ® 12 - Friday October 24 - Auburn Recreation

- =< S S

Watervale Red
Contact numbers - LyallAckland ou)m
027; Crawley’s Restaurant (088)

© October 22
Hoyleton Memorial Park - 10am to 3pm,
Hoyle s Plains Pioneer Re-enactment

Comnct numbers - Elaine Jericho (om
633 038; Barbara Chapman (088) 633
Auburn - eveningeBullocky Dinner, .llm
Kelly iunl speaker.

© Octol

burn day: get know Auburn,
walkin tours‘ evening~ 0ld Film Night
pu.l”nn y-National Trust.

r
Auburn - midday: Old Time School Picnic
and Games: evening: Night Under

® Oc!

get together for the local school children.
® October 31

‘Pareora’ - Bullockies' Breakfast
Port Wakefield - Jubilee Ball, Soldiers
Memorial Hall.

© Novem

T 1

Port Wakeheld Coﬁzper Carting Convo;
travels through Wakefield to the wharf.
The ‘Falie’ should arrive at 3pm. Ore
translerred to ‘Falie’. From the wharf

rg will move to the oval where a
Mar i Gras will belgem“F
Cq,ntact number - Phil alker (nu) ‘871

Overall contact number - David P. Bannear. 19

Nﬁ(nﬁ. Saddleworth SA 5413 - phone (088)
474 284 - Chairman. Mid North Regional Ji50
Committee.

Flat/Palish ll River.
H?l i grl tober 17 - Pine's Winery, Polish

i

=6- Salllrdny()cloberl! ‘Kadlunga', Mim.aro
"7 Sundly October 19 - Watervale Oval
nlnf convoy divides on Monday
tober 20, Lowe/mules img to
Hoyleton and Jlm Kelly/bullockn to Auburn.

® 8 - Monday October 20 - Jim Kelly/bullocks,
Horrocks Winery: 8A Jim Lowe/mules, Bible
Christian Church; Higher Skill;

ark.

- l! Saturday Oclober 15 William's Well,
Auburn to Balaklav
- Sunday Ocmber zs g
L] l." Monday October 27 - Dunn s Bridge. near
Balaklnva

® 16 - Tuesday October 28 - Camped on Balak-
lava lo Bowmans Road.
® 17 - Wednesday October 29 - Bowmmu
® 18 - Thursday October 30 - ‘Pareol

The convoy stays c:‘&d at Pnrenra until
the copper ore
18

the ketch *
on

®9 - Tuesday October 21 - Jim l¥;ny/
Old Blenheim Winery, ‘M ‘. near Le:
i : 9A Jim Lowe/mules. base of Skilly

October 22 - Jim Kelly/
A/1IA Jim Lowes

Nor all roads shown
B overnight stops

—= 4 | Port Pirie ;-'K\_\?lm
i




§ ® Clare ,
! Brinkworth ®
B Blyth \ 2 1/
Sevenmll ° '
1 ® Martindale
WATERVALE
Robertstown @ 8
LEASINGHAM
v AUBURN
1 ® Kulpara P
| Moonta '@ Beaufort Saddleworth
{ A
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|
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| = ® Owen
|
‘\
1 Kapunda ®
{ N\ Adelaide i Hamiey Bridge /4 e

PAGE 4 - ‘A Story of Movement’

THE BEGINNING....

THE BURRA BURRA MINE

he copper carting re-enactment

I is a celebration of one aspect of
the Burra Burra mine's
making, that of a transport sk'stem
on a scale not hitherto seen before in
Australia. There were several
copper carting roads from Burra. We
are celebrating one of these, the Gulf

oad.

The Burra Burra mine was found in
1845 by a shepherd, Thomas Pickett, and
was worked by the South Australian
Mining Association. It was a huge enter-
prise, seeing both mining and open
cutting. A government geologist, H.Y.C.
Brown, in 1908 presented the following:

The capital invested in the mine was
€12,320 in £5 shares, and no subsequent
call was ever made upon the sharehol-
ders. The total amount paid in dividends
was £800,000. For many years the
average yield was frora 10,000 tons to
13,000 tons of ore, averaging 22-23% of
copper. It was stated that, during the 25
years in which the mine was worked, the
company spent £2,241,167 in general ex-
penses, the output of ore during the same
period amounting to 234,348 tons, equal to
51,622 tons of copper. This, at the average
price of copper, amounted in money
value to £4,749,224. In 1859 the number of
men employed was 1,170.

Facts and figures on raised,

Y
o A g

: X 2™ '

Samuel Thomas Gill, Australia, 1818-1880; Kooringa, the Burra Burra Township, from the Quarry at the rear of the P.C.C.
Smelting Works, 1850; watercolour on paper glued to cloth backing 33 x 57.6 cm (image), 42.5 x 63.8 cm (sheet); Art Gallery of
South Australia, Adelaide. Gift of Mrs F.M. Graham and family, 1947.

machinery used, and wcalth generated is
only part of the story of this great mine.
The effect of its discovery, and subse-
quent working, was to reverse the for-
tunes of a then struggling colony of South
Australia. Its needs saw the creation of
new roads, new towns, new industries
and immigration, and i's produce was to
paint the colony onto the world map.

Shifting the Ore

Ian Auhl wrote that the real problem
for the proprietors of the Burra Burra
mine was distance. "For the first four
years of its life, all the copper ore from
the mine had to be shipped to the Welsh
smelters in Swansea....It was the first
hundred miles from the mine to Port
Adelalde' which was always the biggest

problem”.
In 1845 Gawler, and the copper mines at

K?unda. marked the frontier of organi- | PO!
sel

settlement. A route to the north was
to be successfully established by the pio-
neering efforts of men handling bullock
teams. This route ame a main road,
commonly known as the Great Northern
Road. In an effort to relieve themselves
from the crippling cost of overland
cartage the mine proprietors entered into
a contract with a smelting works, the
Patent Copper Company. thus disposing
-of huge quantities of ore.

The Patent Copper Company now had
to face the same problem and they shor-
tened their haulage distance by openin,
up a route to the head of St Vincent's Gulf.
This was to become known as the Gulf

By 1850 Burra copper had fostered a
large and very successful mining and
smelting industry for South Australia,
both companies at Burra operated their
own independent road systems. Many
hundreds of animal teams and their
drivers negotiated their way through
éood weather conditions, quagmire and

roughts. Their livelihood was being
threatened by growing demands for a
northern railway extension.

Road and Rail

By 1857 a railway terminus was at
Gawler, and both companies were
carting down to it along the Northern
route. In this time of copper carting from
Burra drivers had a choice of three roads
to Burra north of Gawler - one via Stock-
rt, Riverton and Saddleworth: the
middle road via Kapunda, Marrabel and
Waterloo; and a third via Kapunda,
Tothill's Creek and Apoinga.

Like the arteries of the human body the
transportation systems which developed
around Burra copper brought life to the
mid north of the state. ”Allandale,
Templers, Stockport, Linwood,
Hamilton, Marrabel, Waterloo, Apoinga,

Tothill’'s_Creek, Black Springs, Emu y X % & : 3
Downs, Sod Hut” all grew up alon, e Burra Railway Station - animal power replaced.
Great Northern Route. Farrell Flat

Mintaro, Leasingham, Watervale, Skillo-
5alee Creek, Dunn's Bridge, Whitwarta

evelo) along the Gulf Road to Port
Wakefield.

Port Wakefield, despite losing its Hoyleton.
copper carting trade in 1857, continuedas _ In 1870 the first train reached Burra.
a major wheat and wool port generating Burra copper had achieved another great
its own railway link through Balaklavato facility for the north.

NOBS AND SNOBS
Burra Burra Mine

utcrops of brightly coloured
copper ore were found by she,
herds at two localities in
remote country near Burra Burra
Creek in 1845.
Under existing regulations, the



Bfugr: Burra Mine, William Bentley. A section of his sketch showing the ore being assayed and carted away. National Trust
of S.A.

mineral rights to the deposit could only
be acquired by purchase of a Special
L Survey of 20,000 acres from the Govern-

Two groups nicknamed the ‘Nobs' and
the ‘Snobs’ vied for ownership of the
J copper-bearing land. The Nobs, or the

s Princess Royal Mining Company, were
= capitalists and pastoralists and included
. i the owners of the Kapunda Mine. The
Y y Snobs, or the South Australian Mining
Association, were a group of Adelaide
shogkeepers and merchants.

The Burra Burra Creek Special Suryvey
or ‘Monster Mine’ measuring eight miles
by four miles, was jointly purchased in
August 1845 by the two groups who then
agreed to divide it into two, each half
containing one of the known discoveries.

Lots were drawn to determine owner-
ship of each half. The Princess Royal
Mining Company drew the southern half,
naming their mine the Princess Royal,
but despite considerable effort, they
found the amount of ore small and oper-
ations were suspended in 1851. The South
Australian Mining Association fared
. |better in the northern half. Their mine,
& - named the Burra Burra, rapidly develop-

ed into one of the great copper mines of
the world. . .

o g ,m}'ﬁ; é
e

THE MINE IN ITS EARLY DAYS

opper was discovered at Burra|

in 1845 about two years after the
Kapunda mine, and at

miles to the north.

Originally referred to as the Monster|

mine or lode (because those first invol-

double|
the distance from Port Adelaide - 100 |
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ved expected it to cover a huge area),|

that portion acquired by the South Aus-|

tralian Mining Association, was to be
called the Burra Burra Mine. Burra, in
the language of the resident Aboriginal
ulation, signified ‘great’. In the year
one hundred miles north was

vim’xally unknown territory and was con- | -

sidered a rather formidable journey.
Reports on the outstanding richness of

the surface deposits of ore - red oxide, | .

malachite, and blue and green carbona-
tes of copper - induced many persons of
all classes and nationalities to undertake
the trip. With the first shot being fired,
blasting away large mass of rich ore, so
began the loading of bullock drays and
the opening chapter in the transport of
Burra copper.

When
Lourney to Port Adelaide would occupy a

ullock team (six to eight bullocks) from
eight to ten days, and more frequently
longer, and that in October 1846 it was
reported that nearly four hundred drays
were employed for that purpose, some
idea may be formed of the traffic. When
we add to this the fact that for the first six
years of the mine’s existence nearl]\;
80,000 tons of ore were sent by bulloc!
dray, the magnitude of the transport
interest becomes apparent. On return

trips the drays carried stores, machinery |'

ete. to the mine.

At first the Burra Burra mine was an
immense deposit of exceedingly rich ore
found on the surface, and the removal of
it was more like quarrying than mining.
Many tons of ore and stuff were removed
before any great depth was sunk in the
shafts. A description in April 1846 shows
that the mine area was about a quarter of
a mile square, and spread on the surface
is a confused mass of ores - red, green and
blue; also the rubbish of earthy colours
and light yellow sands. Surrounded and
intermingled with these are the huts of
workmen and artizens, with the different
workshops, forges and saw pits. The figu-
res of men can be seen moving about
filling and emptying wheelbarrows, and
working the windlasses. Long strings of
bullock drays and horse carts continually
arrive and depart.

As the rich surface deposits were ex-
hausted shafts and drives were sunk and
extended, until their total distance mea-
sured many miles. As Ian Auhl writes, all
the work in the mine was carried out by
candle light, the candles being stuck in
their papier-mache hard-hats with soft
claf'. or held in ‘spiders’ driven into the
walls of the drive. In 1847 the artist S.T.
Gill went i 1o,
sketch the at: work, and
recorded by candlelight scenes as
strange as any in Australia’s mining
history.

PUMPS AND POWER
As the shafts went down, water

was struck at the 22 fathom
level (6 ft to a fathom), and
from that moment on, to tap the
riches inthe unseen wet levels, drain-
age machinery had to be employed.
At first it was quite simple stuff, with
the water being so limited in quantity as

it is remembered that the|j

colour on paj
Gift of Mrs

r glued to cloth backin

Samuel Tho;nns Gill, Australia, 1818-1880; Burra Burra M]ne. S.A.
lgaz.a x 57.5cm (image), 42.3 x 63.3 cm (sheet); Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide.
.M. Graham and family, 1947.

howing chief portion of Sur‘laceVOpera!ions. 1850; water-

to be sufficiently kept under by an appa-
ratus and a pair of bullocks working two
water barrels of the size of beer hogs
heads, alternately ascending and descen-
ding. Workings went lower, the 75 fathom
level aPpears to be the lowest levels
seriously worked, although some shafts,
such as Morphetts, went much deeper.
Simple machinery could not handle the
increasing volumes of water, and a series
of Cornish beam engines were installed.
They were housed in grand stone buil-

o=
dinﬁs. and powered by boilers. I oes| -
to the mine site today one canstill seetwo| a
fine examples of Cornish engine houses, 2
Morphetts and Graves. The rest were| accompani r L
destroyed in recent open cut mining| cable, measuring 170 g t

operations, weight five and a half tons” whiel

Today, Morphetts engine house destined for a large winding engine.
being restored, having been badly
treated with the stripping of all of its
machinery and bein% %utted by fire.
Those working on the building marvel at
the expertise of the masons, the bullock
drivers who hauled the machinery from
Adelaide, and the people who manoeu-
vred the boilers etc. into position.

The hauling of Morphetts pumping
gear is well recorded. William Woolla-
cott, a teamster who specialised in large
and heavy loads, was given the job. A cor-
respondent writes "Later in the
afternoon there passed through Gawler,
from the Port, on its way to the Burra
Burra Mine, a very extraordinary wain,
drawn by 36 oxen, and bearing part of an
enormous cast-iron cylinder-boiler, one
of six installed to provide steam power
for the pumping engine - the weight of
which is 15 tons. The waggon, weighing
nine tons, having passed over the
ton Timber Bridge, great fears were
entertained as to the safety of the struc-
ture, which, estimating the oxen of 5001bs
weight each, would have to support a
pressure upon it of 32 tons”. Apparently
they laid sand on the wooden bridges to
reduce vibrations.

The hauling up of copper ore from the

workings below tells a similar story of

animal nawar haino ennnlamantad wit

b |
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heavy m v was
not a problem, but early in 1847 the first
horse-whims were erected - to raise ore

gus%ay?....g}\‘nriélg tl:e nigl:it 1}!1 raise
nd during the day it raised the water f i
cleaning jt. The whim was asualiv| COTRish to the end - Cornish grave-
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SMELTING - A NEW INDUSTRY

ith successful copper mines

in South Australia came leng-

thy debates in the Press on
the advar)tages of having a smelting:
industry in South Australia.

Some argued for continuing the prac-
tice of shining ore to Swansea, Wales.
The smelting firms of Wales had develo-

d the best and most economical wa¥s

or reducing, smelting and refining dif-
ferent types of copper ore, possessed the
most efficient furnaces, and had genera-
tions of expertise to call upon. They in
fact determined the market price for)

cogper. y
thers argued for smelting locally, for
beating the Swansea mon(gwlly and.
trading directly with the world'’s largest
copper market which just happened tobe
conveniently located in Asia, particu-
larly India and China. If locally in Aus-|
tralia, where? Debate centred around the!
enormous quantitites of fuel needed toj
reduce and refine copper ore. Either you
sent the fuel to the ore, or vice versa,|
Some stated that the smelting works
should be built in New South Wales, the
home of Australian coal. Others claimed
that the colony of South Australia had.
sgﬂiciegtl_fuel. in léle g:rm of lclharcoall; 3
obtained from its abundant mallee scru . . 5 x & <
country. Build the smelting works in| Samuel Thomas Gill, Australia, 1818-1880; Burra Burra Mine, South Australia, from the rear of the P.C.C. Smelting Works
South Australia was the cry! 1850; watercolour on paper glued to linen backing, brown ink ruled borders 33 x 57.5 cm (image), 42.3 x 63.5 cm (sheet); Art
All debate was terminated when| Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide. Gift of Mrs F.M. Graham and family, 1947.
Schneider & Co, a new but ful
smelting firm in Swansea, took the risk
and formed the Patent Copper Company
to smelt copé)er ores in South Australia.
They erected their smelting works near
the Burra Burra mine, using both timber
(gained from the surrounding scrub
country) and Newcastle coal as fuel for
the furnaces.

The smelting industry in South Austra-
lia had its biﬁgest start at Burra. In 1848
the vessel the ‘Richardson’ arrived at
Port Adelaide with Welsh smelters and
all the material to build a complete
smelting works. A site was chosen across
the creek from the mine. By February = o At
1849 the Register reported that “fur-| .. " s - .
naces, stock, shops, houses, stables and
work of all kind are progressing rapidly
and in about two months time the copper
smelting is expected to begin at a rate of
800 to 1,000 tons of ore per month”.

The Patent Copper Company was to
establish its own copper carting road,
known as the Gulf Road, on which it
carted large volumes of copper ore
(bound for its parent smelting works in
Swansea) and some refined copper. The
drivers returned with coal and patent
fuel. By 1851 the Company was employ-
ing some 1,000 men, the majority of them
were involved in transport.

When production at the mine was
halted, or reduced, the smelting works
was in for a lean time. Such a time occur-
red in the early 1850's when most of the
local men caught gold fever and travel-
led to the Victorian goldfields. The labour
drain, and subsequent fail in production,
can be gaurged by looking at thel value OJ
exports of copper ore, regulus, an ranges, and the sand, dense mallee and Press reports on a constan
copper from South Australia (1842-1860): | waterless conditions of the Adelaide FEEDING THE BURRA at Burral.) the drift of l:ltaaoutr%hv\ez:m?ﬁ;:

A modern version of Gill’s painting - mostly rubble, trees and houses, but the hills still remain bare.

1851 £310,916 Plains, Conditions were particularly 3 the town. Som ifor-
1852 374,778 hazardous in the winter months, when %e Buirra }?“t"f'a fuliie created 46 niant:ox:lfields,e"‘;?gelesr}m;% i piii’&’;
1853 176,744 carting usually ground to a halt. urra, what for its time was a | hioy and shovel, the dirty conditions and
1834 94.831 The Company gained a monopoly on| 4 City. By 1851 the population|mjiserable pay, for the more healthful
1855 155,557 carting along the route by buying up all|living on, or near the mine, was|free and gladsome occupation of farm
1856 408042 the critical sections of land, and setting | around 5,000. labourer, or small tenant farmer, or even

Faced! with 4 substantial rednetionin | U, Hieir own creek crossings and stock: shepherd or hut keeper - their small cot-

, g & yards along the way. As you were dealin, In 1859 it was r ine | tages a: i i
g:_‘é%“ot\'v‘;"‘g]é‘glue"haggg{é‘g:flp&’;ﬂ i'é‘;g with animal power, caruyng along thedirgt was now emploiinegp?.rl“-zesdr:&;t;gg tl;?);ns% an% wi;:”?mls CoCinE Yy ainict lar
O e o Eroioht it track was threatened by flood or drought, | representing a population of atleast 3,000 | Certain surrounding towns became ke
e ihii i ar s A A Pirnillas ot dray breakdowns, and straﬁmg cattle at rsons, or one fortieth of the whole popu- | supply towns. Ian Auhl writes " Althoug
e Lt night. Hotels, sly grog shanties, and |lation of the colony of South Australia. Mi‘:ltaro owed its origin in 1849 to the ore
Company.lant s trangnortation heads srlnall vnl_lahg_es flourished at watering | This did not include carters, wood cutters | and coal traffic between Burra and Port
bad reanaplanted another new: nationa: places, with intervals of around 12 km (a |and others engaged in providing fuel for | Wakefield and to its use as a camping

12GE) 2 day’s journey) to cater for the passing [the boilers, or those employed by th lace for mule teams, it had b

o0 hoped eataniich o new induseey for | oIS smelting works. Sage frowing centre for a Tioh aggical.
South Australia and smelting still con- These People had to be fed, so too the | tural district. Abandoned by the Burrs
tinues today. thousands of animals involved in trans- smelting company for the railhead at

portation. Workers were attracted by the | Gawler after 1857, Mintaro continued to

THE GULF ROAD 1849 to 1857 : BT e B e O | P Bre and in 1008 avactod » Sow ruill 1o
he Gulf Raad esabished by the b et o othe i OB | B e TR P
i eIy strong at Burra. As early as 1850 the | OWn until 1874".

veyed, developed and kept in repair

mainly at the Company’s expense.

1t saw purely industrial traffic. Immig-
rants to Burra would alight at Port
Adelaide and walk or ride along the Great
Northern Route. The Gulf Road saw the
first use of mules in Australia, and pro-
bably along its more difficult stretches
could be heard the first curses of Chilean
men. At the end of the road lag Port
Wakefield, where the Compan{ uilt a
small fleet of sailing barges, of the like
not seen before in Australia, and seldom
heard of again.

The Gulf Road saw copper ore and
some refined copper to Port Wakefield,
and return loads of Newcastle coal and 2
patent fuel. It was a difficult route to} A ghostly figure - Gavin Young, sur-
negotiate, in a distance of96 kms the | veyor and pioneer of the Gulf Road,
drivers had to contend with undulating | town planner of Watervale and Auburn-
terrain, the challenge of two sets of | courtesy Geraldine Pearce.

A bold enterprise - Remains of flour mill at Mintaro, built to feed the Burra -
courtesy Steve Maloney.
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CARTING FOR THE SMELTERS ‘FLOOD AND DROUGHT
he life blood of the smelting z oda,
i y, the terms flood and
I workg max have been copper . drought are not normally linked
. ore, but what made it tick was to the well-being of large
ranspor:;_ R g mining compaﬁi‘t‘es and to the flow of

indnctrial waa




The Summer Season

. The Smelting Works had a main car-
ting season (summer months, October to
May) in which was carted: -

ewcastle coal and patent fuel....This
was used in the smelting and refining
furnaces. The fuel was imported and un-
loaded at Port Wakefield and then carted
along the Gulf Road to Burra. Up to the
end of 1854 it was said that the furnaces
had consumed some 27,000 tons of coal.

Copper ore and refined copper....This
was taken from the Burra Smelting
Works, along the Gulf Road to Port Wake-
field, where it was loaded via sailing
barﬁes onto larger ships.

The Gulf Road was surveyed, develo-
ged and kept in reeair by the Patent

opper Company. Very little govern-
ment involvement took place in respect
to the Company’s activities - up to 1855
the Company had borne all the expense,
except for a solitary grant of £250 from
the Central Road Board. The total traffic
that had passed over it to that time
amounted to 48,730 tons, an average per
annum of more than 9,700 tons. Some
gears the traffic could be immense.

etween October 1851 to March 1852
about 10,000 tons went each way. In 1851 it
was estimated that no fewer than 3,500
bullocks were yoked every day during the
ex%ht months of the carting season - about
400 bullock drays on the road.

When the smelting works commenced
operation in 1849, all the furnaces were
housed in one smelting house. By October
of that year, six furnaces were going, and
another 16 were planned. During 1851 a
second furnace house and a large chim-
ney stack were added. The maximum
number of furnaces in operation was
about 19, and when they were all going
from 80 to 95 tons of rough copper per
week could be produced. to the end of
1854, the Company had smelted 7,597 tons
of fine copper, at'an average price of £95
per ton. The bulk of this went to the Burra
mine proprietors in payment for copper
ore.

Winter Carting

From June to October, one could ex-
pect to see different loads on the drays
and wagons.

Here lies a landscape - timber from the Burra Burra mine retrieved in recent open-
cut operations, now used for firewood.

Wood - fuel for furnaces and the boilers
which provided steam for the engine
house.

The wood used was either dry or green
gum, peppermint and sheoak) and a lot
of it was carted from the Murray Scrub
country (north and east of Burra), inclu-
ding the Company's own 50 square mile
holding at Baldina Creek. It was estima-
ted that one ton of coal was equivalent to
four tons of wood in fire power. It had to
be wood of a certain size. The July 1857
notice to woodcutters and carters read:
"Logs, cut and split to size, in length4'6"’
and not exceeding 10'’ square, 15 shillings
aton. Firewood, inlength4’6’' and no less
than 3" in diameter, 12 shillings a ton.”

Local Carting

Other carting operations included: -

Copper ore from Burra Burra mine to
smelting works, transported by drays
and wagons. In 1850 it was reported that
the Patent Copper Company had built a
roadway across the creek separating the
two establishments.

Fire clay. There was an immense con-
sumption of fire bricks (breaking up of
furnaces, repairs and construction of

to make the bricks on the spot. An excel-|
lent fire clay was found at a distance of 10’
to 15 miles on the Murray flat. The smel-
ting works had its own 40 h.p. condensing
enﬁme. a crusher (for pulverising clay
ﬁlnl used fire bricks), workshops and

n.
Flux. The ct}pper ore had to be smelted
with the aid of certain fluxes: -

Iron ore: several sources, includin,
Black Hill (about four miles from Burra
and Karkulto Mine near Black Springs.

Manganese and lime: sources not
known, but they were within 30 to 40
miles.

. Jobs offered at the smelting works
included the positions of refinery men,
furnace men, furnace mates, drivers,
masons, carpenters and blacksmiths. In
its peak time, it may have employed
directly, or indirectly, about 1,000 men
and boys, but it mostly operated with a
labour force around 200-300. The skilled
men were the smelters. Initially these
were Welsh and German. The furnace
hands included men brought out from
&heillg.d-x sho;tsgiislglnﬁ [rgm the works,

ittle township 'wehyr sprang up.
where al in 1855 were sold to e
workmen for €5 an acre.

~ |turn into

al
the | report by the mine

lnuusurial weaiun,

Tourist adventures in the bush might
experience defeat by the weather, but
usually this only means a ruined trip. In
the old mining days of Burra, life was
different. Upon the uninterrupted flow of
laden drays and wagons rested Company
profits and the wages of men.

If transport was the lifeblood of Burra
and its surrounding districts, then floods
and droughts were clots in the system,
which paralysed mining life with frigh-
tening ease. Stoppages due to floods are
not hard to imagine. Country folk are well
aware of hard, dusty tracks which soon
quagmires during winter.
Although aware of these discomforts, Ido
not think we have much idea of the extent
such conditions once affected life.

Copper and fuel carting to and from
Burra, especially southwards, was
usually restricted to the so-called
summer months. But there were always
those fuzzy months between ‘winter’ and
‘summer’, ‘'summer’ and ‘winter’ when
drivers could be caught by the unexpec-
ted. Drivers were also offered higher
rates to take the risk, often resulting in
disaster. A traveller reported in the
‘Register’, 1847, that the road from the
Burra Burra mine was literally strewn
with laden drays bogged up to their axles.
Most of the vehicles, in their driver’s
endeavours to extricate them, got their
poles, shafts etc. shattered.

¢ 5
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Thirsty work - bullock trough at Black
Springs.
Such scenes were common. Both mine
jes suffered. A

i
October. 1851 that ~Simce the jast

STRIKE

urra was the site for Austra-
Blia‘s first industrial action. In
1846 masons and bricklayers
struck, demanding more than their
current eight shillings per day, board
and rations payment.
The September, 1848, strike was much

more serious, encomxiauing not only the|

mine workers, but also the carriers as
well. It was taken up by the press and
fiery articles and editorials resulted. The
press attention was significant because it
not only stressed the importance of the
strike to the workers and management of
the mine, but also drew attention to the
strike as a forerunner of future Austra-
lian industrial action.

The 'major issue of the strike was a
traditional one, although the strike
initially flared over the issue of accurate
assaying of the ore. The workers felt that
the considerable profits from their work
should be more fairly distributed among
the workers. As conditions stood, share-
holders of the mine were being paid up to
600% dividends on their original five
pound investment, while mine workers
were having their wages reduced to
maintain the high dividend rates.

. Itappearsthat the miners’ claims were
indeed valid. The reduced wage for
miners was 30 shillings per week, while
other workers were paid much less. A
letter to the Board of Directors from
miners’ representatives said, "Sir, it is
with %reat regret we have noticed the
rate of wages, as sent by the Board for the
future working of these Mines. We are

s

new ones) and this induced the Company

for Cor

Built by Cor
Community Library.

- Shaft work Ian Auhl Collection, Burra

from the workers to the

sorry to refer you to the storek

books; but, Sir, were you to take even a

cursory Flance at them we feel assured

you would at once be convinced of the
! ity of raising i do

lowering our wafes, inorder that we may

claim the title of honest men”.

Workers were required to pai;‘three
shillings per week for rent, three s lllmﬁs
or more for candlelight and firing and the
controversial compulsory one shilling

r week to pay for the mine doctor.

amilies were large and goods were
expensive, because of the high costs of
carting. Carters and labourers, who were
paid only 21 shillings per week, were
indeed in dire straits.

The tana of the ctrike ic mast intarac.

management of the South Australian
Mining Association was couched in the
most respectful, almost subservient of
terms. The r
was wholeheartedly arrogant. It appears
that the cutting of the workers’ wages
was a retaliatory move after the workers
had dared to challenge the quality of

assaying, even though management |.

themselves were dissatisfied with it.
The final result of the strike was satis-
factory to neither side. The underlyin
bitterness felt by the workers surface
again when the Victorian goldmines
opened and miners flocked to those sites.
rofits from the Burra mine were
severely reduced, and allied to falling

arld nricac far nannar tn cavara

The 1848 strike was an unhappy model
for future industrial action in Australia
leading only to mutual antagonism.

the long and continued and unexampled

wet season, and the impassable state of

the roads for loaded vehicles”. The

Patent Copper Company was
exgeriencing a similar fate.

ften floods would damage property

3 in Juse IS). the

and equipment
Smeitmg Works. sazated between am

drays were washed
camping ground on the
aldina Creek.

being prosecuted to their wanted extent
at the Smelting Works due to a shortage
of fuel in consequence chiefly of a dearth
of pasturage which prevented the bullock
drays bringing in the usual supply of
wood”. As a result scores of men were
Floyed and trade in the town conse-
quently very dull. x

Even at the best of times feed was a
worry to drivers. It was costly to hand
feed, and oodJJaslurage was rapidly
recoming fenced. What remained was
being overgrazed and useless. A driver,
William Chase, reckoned that eight bul-
locks would consume one truss of hay
each, at two shillings pertruss, thus a trip
cost the driver 16 shillings in feed. It was
difficult to make a living at the best of
times. Drought made the costs of carting
prohibitive.

Drought also brought a shortage of
stock water. Given the number of bul-
locks on the road, waterinf places would
soon become muddied, fouled beyond
use, or even exhausted.

Carting today involves men and their
sophisticated machines. The “tyranny of
distance” in Australia has been largely
overcome. In the 19th century rural
transport was revolutionized by the
establishment of an extensive rail
system, while in more recent times, the
spread of sealed roads and the internal
combustion engine allow almost any load
to be carried almost anywhere across the
country. Our re-enactment represents
another time; a time when animal power
controlled the profits of companies and
the wages of men. In those davs. drought
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MUD AND STONE

oday, when one travels to Burra,
I one is impressed by the fine|
stone work of the old buildings.
The pumphouses stand square|
against the skfl. The mine chimneys
are beautifully constructed, their
round and square shapes reflecting|
custom and practicality.

The Redruth Gaol is imposing and
formidable. The Anglican and Catholic
churches, built later, are grand in their
construction and fittings. "

The old buildings which remain are a
tribute to the skills of the early stone-
masons and an indication of the wealth| g
which had existed in Burra at various
times for various members of the com-
munity.

Not only are the public buildings grand,
but the homes also received the same
degree of care. The mine storeman’s
residence, the square of Paxton's cot-
tages and the rows of cottages in Redruth
appear sound and have a certain grace.

gowever, not_all residents were so
fortunate to live in stone dwellings. Many |
mining families lived in burrow-like
wlanne hamae dua ant af tha cida af Rurra

CHURCHES AND PUBS

n the early mining towns there
Iappears to be some correlation

between churches and pubs,
between drunkenness and religion.

There was no church in Burra until
1847, when the first Wesleyan chapel was
built under the aegis of Rev. Daniel
Draper. By 1851 there were more chapels
and churches in Burra than hotels, and
presumably the occasional practice of a
miner selling his wife for an extra gallon
of beer or two received church censure.
Certainly, as early as July, 1848,
temperance meetings were being held,
not to preach moderation in drink, but to
encourage total abstinence.

It seems that most residents reached a
compromise, by drinking heavily and
carousing on the Saturday evening and
then enthusiastically attending church
services on the Sunday morning. A report
in the Register in December, 1850,
described the Burra Hotel as filled with
the "sober, exhilarated, joyous, quarrel-
some, singing, crying drunk”, but then
comments that ”it was gratifying to see
the strict manner in which the Sabbath
was observed.” i 3




places, nomes aug oul 01 e s1ae vl Durra
Creek. There are various speculations as
to why the people lived there. One
suggestion was that digging was inherent
in the nature of these miners and it was a
natural extension that the miners and
their families should wish to live under-
round. This patronising speculation
orrifies the modern reader.

Why should anyone voluntarily live in a
situation where up to twenty people
might be crammed into two rooms,
where there was limited ventilation, a
regular, but extremely unhealthy water
supply, no outside space where children
could play safely, or even washinimight
be hunf, or worst of all, a place where no
natural light reached beyond a small
window dug in the creek bank? There was
also the threat of flooding.

The families who lived in the creek had
nowhere to go. In 1848 wages had been
cut. A labourer who earned 21 shillings a
week or a miner who was ‘allowed’ to
earn only thirty shillings, but often made
less, could not afford the three shillings
per week which the Company charged as
rent for cottages they had erected. If the
miners and other male workers were
badly exploited by the Company, then the
women and children suffered more, but
had even less voice than did the mine
workers.

Imagine the daily routine of a woman,
wife of a miner and mother of a number of
children, who lived in the creek dwelling.
The family washing ma?' well have been
done in the creek, so difficult would it be
to haul water up the slippery sides of the
bank. Once washed, the clothes would be
hung or draped on any accessible spot,
because there was no real place to string
the washing.

All the time, the children would be
underfoot. The main danger was not of
the toddler slipping and drowning in the
creek, but that the water tainted by
general refuse would lead to disease. The
closeness of Feople meant disease would
spread swiftly.

Also underfoot would be pigs. Pigs
were kept as a good source of meat, but
their stench at such close quarters led to
many a complaint by the creek women.

Cooking was done indoors and the
smoke escaped the underground

Worn but saved - cottages in Paxton Square waiting for restoration.

By the end of 1850, the various town-
ships which made up Burra boasted
seven completed churches, the begin-
nings of three more, as well as cottages
used by Roman Catholics and Presbyter-
ians for their services. There were two
Wesleyan Chapels, a Church of England,
a Bible Christian Chapel, a Primitive
Methodist Chapel, a Baptist Church and a
Congregational Church.

At the same time as the Wesleyans and
the Church of England parishioners were
building further churches, a German
chapel was being built to finally cater for
the large group of German settlers
around Burra. ¥

The discovery of gold in Victoria halted
the growth of the churches in Burra. Cap-
tain William Mitchell, of the Kooringa
Primitive Methodist Chapel, wrote "Soon
the people all left in search of the pre-
cious metal. The chapel was closed and I
was left alone for two or three years”.

The return of the miners from the gold
fields brought about new church building
and revival meetings in_ Burra,
particularly among the Cornish Metho-
dists. The more fundamental Methodists
strictly enforced the holiness of the
Sabbath and stressed ‘respectability’.

dwelling through a hole duginthe ceiling.
This ‘chimney’ was at ground level for
any passerby. There was a danger for the
passerby that he or she may tumble down
the hole. There was a danger for the hut
dweller, that their dinner might
disappear, fished up the hole by a
practical joker. The chimney holes were
usually protected by flour barrels.
Furnishings were limited and
generally home made, but there is
evidence to suggest that manY creek
dwellers were housec{:roud. Walls were
kept whitewashed and attempts made to
decorate the home.
loods were not infrequent. Few
people drowned, but many died,
especially children, of disease after the
floods. 1851 was a lurninF point, a series
of floods washing away alot of the homes.
Some sympathy was shown to the home-
less by Captain Roach (mine boss), but
the official attitude, as shown by Henry
Ayers, secretary of the South Australian

Mining Company,
harsh. Ayers wrote,

e

to the C
oceurs

was arrogant and
late
flood....You must inform all and sundry
of the applicants that you cannot assist
them. The wants of the mine are of the
first consideration....If they return again
reek and a similar accident
u have positive instructions not

Female church goers were expected to
wear black, unless young and unmarried,
when they were ailowed to wear white.
Unfortunately, strict censures on beha-
viour allowed on the Sabbath had less
effect than the rigorous enforcing of the
law by the local constabulary.

The churches served a very important
role in Burra during this time, though a

0
to renger t

ve

great deal of their function seemed to be

whatever either in
otherwise”.

In June, 1851, the Compane_r
this - “Notice to persons li
banks of the Burra

s any
loan of horses or

proclaimed
ving on the
Creek....No person
residing in the caves of the Burra Creek

social rather than spiritual. They pro-
vided places for people to meet and talk;

they set up schools: they provided a set of
social expectations and behaviours - and
almost certainly, they did curb some of
the drinking which was part of a frontier
mining town.

will be employed by the South Australian
Mining Association and all parties
continuing to reside therein after the
above date will be regarded as Trespas-
sers and treated as such. Signed Henry
Ayers”. The labour drain to the Victorian
goldfields and subsequent floods put an
end to the creek dwellings.

Wagon -
a reminder
to school students
of their past,

Burra
Community School.

R RS
WORDS
iteracy was not a basic require-
Lment to work as ateamsterorin
the mines. In fact, there were
times when to be literate was a defi-
nite disadvantage.

Durinf the major strike of 1848 in
Burra, literate workers were the men
who composed and presented the letters
ofErotest to management. Workers were
asked to sign petitions.

Henry Ayres, secretary of the South
Australian Mining Association and the
Directors responded savagely. All men
who had composed and signed petitions
were summarily dismissed.

bl S

the of a of
at Burra. However, even ten years later,
records show that the average numbers
of days attended was 186 days per annum
and the average number of years atten-
ded per child was two years. i

Because there were so many natio-
nalities represented at Burra, there were
sometimes language difficulties. Visiting
preachers felt no assurance that sermons
delivered in English would be understood
by the congregation. In 1856, the
Reverend John Roberts delivered
sermons in Burra in Welsh.

The Chilean muleteers spoke only
Spanish. When the Gulf Road closed and
ore was transported by rail, the mule-
teers were unable to transfer from one

form of transport to the other. Rail
employment re%ulremems stated that
employees must be able toread and write
English, giving further incentive for
homesick Chilean families to return
to South America.

One wonders how much literacy and
competence in the English language
were used as political weapons to manip-
ulate the employment patterns of the
time.

A WINDOW ON THE MINE

he close relationship between

the church and the mine can be

seen_in the
Anglican Church.

In the left window of the side chapelis a
stained glass window depicting the story
of Mary and Martha. Martha complains
that Mary does not undertake her share
of the household duties when guests are
present. Jesus admonishes Martha,
saying that Mary's role as a listener is
more important. )

Through the window in this scene, an
industrial building can be seen. The buil-
ding is an engine house of the Burra
Burra mine. On looking more closely, one
can see that the whole mine is eing
represented in the subtly coloure:
excerpt. The attempt to harmonize the
teaching of the church with the local
environment in this particular way is
unique.

The window is dedicated to Mrs Martha
Lewis, wife of John Lewis, pastoral

Saint Mary's

Hidden and unexpected - a mine scene

pioneer and local philanthropist.

appears in a stained glass window.

se
The first Education Act of 1847 led to
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POLISH HILL RIVER

n 1849 a new copper carting route
was taken from Burra to Port
Wakefield. Officially the line of
road was through Mintaro and Lea-
singham, and was responsible for the
prosperity of these centres at this
time.

Evidence has emerged that at least in
the first year of traffic, an alternative
route existed to the north via Penwor-
tham and what is now Polish Hill River.
The present Polish Hill River road stands
testimony to this traffic, its weaving
diagonal course out of character with the
perfect ﬁr}d layout of the land that was
surveyed in 1842,

Burra historian, Ian Auhl has helped
clarify this matter by passing on a copy
from the ‘Register’ in which one W.A.
Cawthorne describes the journey from
Port Wakefield to Burra on the weekly
horse cart, camping overnight at Pen-
wortham, and then crossing the broad
valle&; of the Hill River en-route to Burra.

Old timers talk of one spot on Polish
Hill River farm where the crop always
grew thinly, earlfr in the season, because
a dray loaded with copper ore once up-
turned there.

John Rucioch - Bullocky

Johlrlr is known locally as the “last of the
Poles”. He is the last person living in
Polish Hill River who is a descendant of
the early Polish settlers, He is 84 and
lives in a cottage that his grandfather

uilt.
From 1860 until the turn of the century,
there were more than houses
throughout the valley. Their occupants
had migrated from Poland in the 1850’s
and had settled in the area because of the
proximity to the Sevenhill Jesuits. They
were all stroragly religious people, but
Sevenhill had 'been established by
Germans and Austrians who spoke no
Polish. Ultimately the Poles had to build
gxq:r ?wn church and bring out their own
riest.

B

‘It went that away’ -

i L ——
Bill Gregor shows

1 %
the Gulf Road at Devil’s Garden.

Holder and W. Ashton were ‘bullockies’
and farriers, and D. Sands, the black-
smith,

Leasingham Hotel was built in 1856 by
C. Walton, south of the shop. Rounse-
vell's coach stopped there to change
horses, where Mr Scovell and later ﬁr
Blucher were in charge of the stables.

WATERVALE

atervale was first explored
by Edward John Eyre and a
Y r Hill in 1838. In 1839 John
Ainsworth Horrocks settled at
Penwortham, three miles north of
Watervale, and by 1840 he had encou-
raged many new settlers to follow
him north, and often in a case of need,
provided them with provisions.
Adelaide had difficulty in feeding its
})opulanon because of the scarcity of
ood, and even when it was available, the
prices were too high for the poorer
settlers to purchase. Chickens cost 10
shillings, cats 24 shillings. It is not sure if
the cats were to eat, or catch mice. Many

ALONG THE TRACK

ill Gregor, Halbury, provided
this information on the Gulf
Road, the impression he

creates would have been similar all
along the route: -

Auburn to the Skilly

"Departing Auburn the teamsters
passed through the Long Gully on their
rugged ,}ournely to the Company Farm at
|the Skillogallee crossing where the
people were employed to repair the drays
and harness plus any required cueing of
the bullocks. Ample feed and water here
awaited the beasts of burden, plus assis-
tance to cross the stream.

Other teamsters who for various
reasons had followed tracks further to
the north followed close to the Skillo-
gallee Creek through Surveyor’s Gully to
another source of water. This area is
known’as Lower SkillX and together with
the drivers on the Auburn track they
were no doubt able to sample butcher
Titcume's delicacies whilst some pro-
bably relaxed or fortified themselves on
Pleasant Hill where they had the chance
to get a glimpse of Miss Clare at the Port
Henry Arms.”

Down to the Plains

"The two tracks merged to go down to
the p!ams. soon to become known as
Hoyle’'s or Hoile's Plains after the
hcensee'ol‘ the Port Henry Arms. This
hotel gained much publicity during the
murder trial of James Yates in 1850.
About 8 km on from the Skillogallee the
Comﬁany purchased another section
which soon contained stockyards and a
well. At least one other track, coming in
from further north, also headed towards
this watering place.

Leaving this they entered what was
known as the Wakefield scrub where it
had been necessary to cut and grub the
trees in order to make a track. About 2
km in to it was a water course which had

olthetvorkingiclasyicarme outionifree

to be negotiated. During wet periods this




In this close community, English was
rarely spoken. The men had to travel out
of the area to work on the farms, drive
bullock teams, and do contracting work
such as well sinking, and it seems that
they quickly learnt English. There was
no need for the women to leave the
Valley: they stayed home to tend the

ardens and the animals and look after
the children; they spoke little English.

The interesting thing about the Polish
that was spoken in this community was
that it was an ancient dialect which has
since died out in Poland. In time some
Polish academics who had come to
Australia during the post-war wave of
migration, made contact with John
Rucioch and a few other old descendants
of the early settlers. For them it was a
discovery not unlike a professor of
English discovering a lost colony in South
America, speaking like Chaucer!

LEASINGHAM

easingham first appears as
I part of the thirty fifth special

survey, 1840. However, it wasin
1851 that sections 202, 203, 206-209
were granted to Bt-Major Evvidale
S. Norman Campbell, under the seal
of Sir Henry E. Fox.

Bt-Major Campbell gave the land for
the township site, and named it Leasing-
ham, after a parish in Lincolnshire,
England. He planned the town, and the
Gazeteer of 1867 shows izeab

A direct link to the carting days -

General Store, Watervale, originaily a

Eraln store in the bullock era - courtesy
eraldine Pearce.

Church on the hill to the west of the
settlement, and when this closed, the
stone was used to build a vestry hall on
the Auburn Church of England. The bell
went to St Mary’s Church of EnFland in
Watervale. The Anglicans held their
church services in the Watervale Forres-
lsg;ls Hall until St Mary’s was built in

The Bible Christian Chapel became a

p urch, which most of the

residents of Leasingham attended, and

t:e ruins can still be seen behind the old
shop.

The Lutherans held their services at
Schmerls until 1926 - this property was
one of Campbell’s original grants.

Like most towns, there were tragedies -
the death of the Green girls in a fire and
the death of Mr Dunning who fell down a
well in which the air was foul.

On the eastern side of the road, the
station land was bought by J. Richman,
and split up to soldier/settlers’ blocks
after the first world war, while on the
western side of the town, Williams,

township with named streets.

he Ashton family came to
Leasingham and settled on land west of
the township. W.B. Ashton came from
London to form a police force. However,
this had to be started before he arrived,
so he was given the job of building the
gaol, known in the police force as
Ashton’s Hotel’. He died whilst
governor, and the land in Leasingham
was given to his widow, and two Ashton
E;oyf}.I who lived in the district until their
ea

Campbell probabgly built the shop and
employed Stephen Hicks for some years
before he eventually sold the business to
Hicks. In 1863 a Post Office was added to
the shop. The Post Office shifted to two
other buildings and finally closed in 1920
when it was situated in Richard
Dunstan’s house, in a room rented for two
shillings a week.

A government paid keeper at the local
Found assured the bullock drivers travel-
ing between Burra and Port Wakefield of
safety for their teams while they enjoyed
the hospitality of the nearby hotel. H
Solly was one of the early pound keepers.

As there would often be more than
twenty teams of bullocks in the little
townshig. many small businesses
thrived. G. & P. Overton started a bakery
on the southern side of the hotel, and also
a butchering business. J. Bennett was the

Parker, and Chr arm
llf’mdk which extended north to Hughes
ar

o
2

The Smith and the Grace families
came to Leasingham in the late 1800’s
and many of their descendants stilllive in
the district.

A racetrack in the 1850’s seems to be
the town's main claim to sporting
a;'nwess. while on the cultural side, Mr

illiamson conducted the Leasingham

The local people built a Methodist

passage with large families, a few pence
in their pockets, and seed sown in to the
linings of their coats. Some of these fami-
lies settled alon%,the banks of the Eyre
Creek on which Watervale is situated.
The discovery of copper ore at Burra
presented the squatters witha market for
their produce. One such person, Thomas
Elliott, trudged from Watervale to Burra
with his wheelbarrow laden with
E;@uoe. and others followed, each
ding different tes and
around what the early pioneers the
‘Rocky Range’, a part of which is Mount
Horrocks.
In 1846 David Davies bought the land
that became Watervale. He had the land
surveyed for a township, but due to
bureaucratic bungling the survey papers
were lost. It was not until 1847 that the
town started 1o grow - all too slowly for
David Davies invested heavily

e gy s e -
created conditions which could only be
described as worse than chaotic. With 30
laden drays passing each way each day
the track soon became a quagmire.
Whilst many drivers probably plucked up
Dutch Courage at either Hoile's or
Dunn’s hotels, the crossi ame

ng a
nightmare to them and they called it
Hellfire Creek.

in
Port Wakefield along the surveyed
Gulf Road. It is believed ths was

deepl and the Patent Cog

y in debt,
Company assisted by buying some of the
unsold town blocks. s

During the copper carting era,
Watervale and Penwortham both played
an important role in the history of the
Gulf Road. Many of the bullockies settled
in the area. Gavin David Young,
surveyor of the Gulf Road, settled at Pen-
wortham. His brother, George Young,
settled at Watervale, becoming the first
Justice of the Peace and the Judge of the
local court. The court sessions were held
at the Stanley Arms Hotel.

The gold strike in Victoria took men
from Watervale, and some on their
return had enough money to buy extra
bullock teams and to employ men as
drivers. Watervale became a busy and
grosperous town for many years,

oasting a church, two hotels,” grain
store, flour mill, school, jam factory,
barber shop, saddlery, two blacksmiths,
milliner, soft goods store, grocer and
draper, Forrester’'s Hall, butcher shops,

Philharmonic Orchestra in the 1890’s.

saddler, J. Barrett, shoe maker, J.
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public pound and a bakery.

Where have all the trees gone? - Landscape around Watervale was denuded of
timber to supply the Burra Burra mine -

the trun{s side by side over the h
ridden sandy area. This region also got
very boggy during the thunderstorm
season so the Corduroy road helped keep
the traffic moving. The area was named
the Devil's Garden.”

On to the Wakefield

"At the River Wakefield a bridge was
soon built and James and Mary Dunn
purchased a section of land upon which
they built and operated the Wakefield
Bridge Inn. The Company had purcha-
sed a considerable area here too, and it
became an important and popular
resting place. Some 10 km from Port
Wakefield Mr H. Treble is registered as
having been the licensee of the Vicar of
Wakefield Inn on a section of land owned
by the Company. From this spot the
carters moved gratefully to the journey’s
end at the Port.”

The Donkey Track

“Some carters, probably the muleteers
entered the plains via the Higher Skilly
and along very steeg_ terrain known
locally as the Donkey Track. This route
?{assed Jjust to the north of the townshi.F of
oyle’s Plains (later Hoyleton). The
Donkey Track continued through what is
still known as Watchman Plains (a name
given as watch was kept over the animals
as they rested) on through the river cros-
sing at Whitwarta to meet up with the
other road a little further on.”

In today’s terms the Gulf Road was no
more than a glorified dirt track, probably
something that four wheeled vehicles
would have fun negotiating. However, in
social and economic terms, it held a
reatness which today has largely been

courtesv Geraldine Pearce.

Ergmte ur re-enactment is to rectify
ki

AUBURN

id Auburn come into being
owing to a speculative ven-

? Thomas

Henry Williams, of Kooringa, Copper
Smelting Superintendent, received a
land grant dated October 29, 1849,
and the private town of Auburn came

ture? Welshman,

into being. f
Shortly after the ‘Rising Sun Inn’
licenced. By 1851 the ‘Register’ qu

Auburn as consisting of four houses and a

half, one of the tenements being just
uilt.

During the early days heavy traffic
existed between the Burra Burra mine
and Port Wakefield, and Auburn was
then a favourite camping place for

teamsters,

along the river nks adjacent to

township. Gavin Young, the pioneer of
lanned
Auburn for Williams, who then sold many

the Gulf Road, surveyed and

of the allotments to teamsters.
streets Henry (Port Wakefield was
ginally called Port Hen

to and from the Gulf.
Auburn became the business hub o

district, many of its early citizens being
Even
though two allotments were conveyed to
other parties in 1850, the official plan of
subdivision was not lodged until 1856 by

H. Williams and Joseph Bleechmore

Sun Inn’). The Adelaide
ovember 21, 1905, stated

formerly from the Burra area.

(of the ‘Risin
‘Observer’,
that in 1857 “Auburn was a town of s

dimensions. It boasted of a hotel, black-
smith shop, and a store which was the
Post Office. Scattered around were a few

crude dwellings erected by e
settlers”.

After the Gulf Road was abandoned in
1

857 a major building ro
commenced in Auburn. Buil
consisting of fine stone work and a
tectural merit were erected in the

1850's and through the 1860's, and they
still stand today, mostly with a National
fact, St
Vincent Street buildings form a unique
streetscape in that all its major buildings

Trust ‘Classified’ rating. In

are ‘classified’ as worthy of prese:

ion. These buildings form part of a herit-
age of which Auburn is justly proud.

owin% to the grassy flats
a

ry), Port Road
and St Vincent Street all relate to travel

was
oted

the

The
ori-

f the

mall

arly
ram

rehic

late
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And down to the plains - collrs Steve Maloney.

explained to us about the lumbering crea-
tures and their task, and we would look at
that track, which did not deserve the
name of road, threatening as it did to
overturn our trusty farm ute, and marvel
that anyone or anything could ever have
completely negotiated the way.

At the picnicsite, we children were sent,
on archaeological digs. We found such
-relics, remnants from these settlers.
Only now, as a parent, do I realise how
our parents must have appreciated those
ramblings - the longer and more distant
the better.

A LEGEND - THE BLUE HOLE

any and varied were the tales

of the tracks taken by the

drivers carting cop})er ore
from Burra along the Gulf Road.
Here is one that was told to Geraldine
Pearce by the land’s owner, about 25
years ago.

He was an Irishman, and a good mate
of his had told him the story. This mate
had been a close friend of the driver
concerned in the tale.

All drivers had to cross the Skilly Creek
and the River Wakefield. The crossing of.
the Skilly Creek at Five Corners, Upper
Skilly, was on the point of a very steep
hill, which terminated virtually in the
creek itself. Some of the edge of the hill
had to be cutaway to allow assage._’l‘hus
a deep hole called the ‘Blue Hole' was
opened up by the track. 4

One very wet afternoon a team arrived
at the creek and because the track was
slippery, decided to wait. Not long after,
a second teamster arrived, and some
wine was quickly produced. ‘Dutch
Courage’ reduced the problem of a slip-
pery track to a minor irritation, and one
of the drivers decided to have a go.

His team and wagon slipped off the
road into the Blue Hole, which was said to
be bottomless. To this day, it is said, that
a team and a load of copper rests some-
where in the mud of the Blue Hole.

PORT WAKEFIELD
The ability of humans to trans-

form nature’s fabric, and the

resilience it can sometimes
mount is no more better illustrated
than at Port Henry, or as we know it,
Port Wakefield.

In 1849 the Patent Copper Company ac-
quired a lease to erect a smelting works
at Burra. They also signed a contract
with the Burra mine proprietors for the

urchase of ore. The initial contract was
or seven years - with 10,000 tons of ore to
be delivered in the first year, and 30,000
tons per annum thereafter. Payment was
to be in kind, with the Smelting Works
giving over the bulk of its refined copper
in payment for ore received.

Not all the ore was smelted, most of the
rich stuff was sent to the Company’s
smelting works in Swansea. This meant
that they had secured a rich supply, with-
out having to compete with other firms
for its purchase. All they had to do was
get it to Swansea, so the Company sur-
veyed the Gulf Road, and established
their own port.

To cut down overland cartage costs,
the Company looked to the nearest coast-
line, towards the head of St Vincent’s
Gulf. In June 1849 the Register reported
success, on the "existence in that
quarter, of an available harbour for
coasters of some burthen, with good

There were so manv treasures from

natural accommodation for the purpose

Bttt e
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A place of memories, the Skillogallee Church - courtesy Steve Maloney.

AT THE SKILLY

remember going as a child to the
I Skillogallee church for picnics.
Years earlier the church had been
stripped of everything - it had no roof,
no bell, no floors. All that remained
was the structure - the walls, a stone
path from the door to where the altar
must have been, and a fireplace.

I was always fascinated by that fire-
place. It didn't quite seem right in a
church, but I remember how those hills
were carpeted in frost on winter’'s
mornings and somehow it became com-
forting to think those early settlers had
some creature comforts.

There could not have been man,
creature comforts. Next to the churcl
stands the remains of a house. We would

BY ANN MALONEY

occupants were relatively well off for
there were four rooms to the dwelling.

On the western side of the church,
slightly down the hill the land opens out to
a creeK. which although dry most of the
time, shows evidence of flooding in wet
years. No doubt this would account for
the mass of gums standing gracefully
and the glorious purple of the flag irises
which flower annually. In thisidyllic spot
are the remains of a number of houses.
chimneyed wall remains of one: the only
evidence of a number of others is the
flattened floor area. These dwellings
must have housed the regular worship-
pers at the church, though the congre-
gation would have been swollen by
passing traffic. 20 ¢

As we travelled to our picnics, each
child would take it in turn to open gates.

One gate we passed through was just

A busy port. Port Wakefield at the turn of the century - cnrmy Balaklava National Trust.

HTIE Wwere U ey wcasuive fruis
these picnics. In the church ruins we
would search the wall graffiti for the!
names of people we knew, although we
were under strict instructions not to write
our names. Then we scrambled to the
cemetery, only rarely remembering to!
be dignified and respectful. he:
headstone of Malachi Brain was our
favourite - it was such a funny name -
although one gathers he was a very
respected citizen. Much more sobering
were the headstones which told of the
deaths of children, often more than one in
the same family.

Inaway I amfrightened toreturn. Was
the bullock track as steep and deeply
rutted as I remember? What if vandals’
have destroyed the church? Do the head-
stones still read so poignantly? Both the!
place and my memories are too precious.

i

of loading and discharging. The harbour
ifs alaé'the embouchure of the River Wake-
ield”.

Version Zr-ll)un's Bridge, Balaklava.
The first was burnt down.

The spot chosen had its idiosyncracies,
being a mangrove inlet, which was
continually being silted up by the forma-
tion of sand banks. Extensive salt
marshes lay immediately beyond the
shoreline. Shallow water, a large tidal
range saw the Company build a small
fleet of flat bottomed sailing barges.
These loaded and unloaded large ships
anchored out in deep water, and also
(along with other small vessels) took
copper ore and refined copper down the
coast to Port Adelaide.
By ob ing critical 1
land and water frontage the Patent
Co%per company gained a monopoly on
trade (despite public outery in the
Press), effectively controlling the whole
of the carriage from Burra, and access to
the section reserved and known as Port
Henr;& By September 1850 it was repor-
ted: "We are most pleased to learn that
the port of Wakefield (originally Port
Henry, renamed after the River Wake-
field) is rapidly assuming an imposin
appearance - public houses, stores an
dwellings are springing uﬁ asif by magic,
it being the highway to the Burra Burra
and other mines. Vessels of the largest
tonnage are discharged within three
miles of the township with safety by
means of barges which find convenient

hold r

——

A BUSY PORT

jetty was also being erected to
Athe west of the port for dis-

charge of Newcastle coal.

Dredging also improved thi and
in 1851 It Fesulted in being able roload | 928

and unload in one day, an amount
which grior to the improvement,
required ten of twelve days....The
creek was now accessible to barges
every day of the month, with the
exception of about three days at
extremely low tides.

Many different types of ships called at
the Port. A shipping list for November

1851 shows during one week the followin

vessels were there: ships - the Elgin an

Symmetry: barques - the Florentia,
Cantaro, Joseph Weir, Pacific and
Courier: - the Cornelius

Gazelle; and barges of
burthen. It also states
about 20,000 tons of copper ore and metal

Pl 1
on the wharves ready for shipping, and
the overland traffic occasioned an
average daily arrival of 40 drays.

Tonnages coming and going shows how
important Wakefield was as a i{)on. A
statement of sea-ioin vessels that had
discharged there show ”that 17 vessels, of
an aggregate tonnage of 10,033 tons, the
largest being 1,241 tons, and the smallest
326 tons, arrived at Port Wakefield
1852, bringing altogether 6,606
tons of freight, and that 19 vessels left, of
an aggregate tonnage of 11,147 tons,
taking away 7,687 tons of copper ore. The
6,606 tons inwards consisted of 3,096 tons
coal, 1,960 tons patent fuel, and 550 tons
copper ore (to fill up). This is of course
exclusive of the copper ore and refined
co‘rper which was brought down to Port
Adelaide bv the atent Coanner

A PROVINCE ON ITS BEAM-ENDS

he Gulf Road from
lIlPortWatnﬁdd'asa‘-b-

Most
the Great Northern Route
character women were not part of
history, except in their role as wives and
inn-keepers. The only children seen on
the Gulf Road were doing men’s work.
Boys of ten years were driving teams.

The road existed for only 10 years, but
brought to the countryside many things
besides men, boys, bullocks, mules, ore
and coal. It was more than the physical
setting for industrial traffic, it was the
reason for most of the surrounding
human settlement. The road was to bring
about change which was much broader
than the original interests of the Patent
Coﬂ)er Company. The social value of the
Gulf Road, its copper trade, and the faci-
lities which grew up around it, nowhere|

Burra to|"The

better expressed than ata public meeting

nuation of copper carting with govern-

ment assistance in upgrading the
harbour facilities at P‘onp&akeﬁgld.

11 now feel

wealth; but if you have a di!

to things in a small population and t!
population is scattered over a large
extent of country the result is easily
known - the majority of the inhabitants
would be bankrupt and this part of the
province thrown on its beam-ends.”

It was Eointed out that it was not just
ore but that "the largest portion of the
wool grown on the sheep runs within the
radius of 50 to 60 miles had been embar-
ked at Port Wakefield; and that flour and
wheat to a great amount had been
conveyed thence to Port Adelaide”.




t,

Company's barges and small
Such figures show how much animpact

the smeltin

colony,

mercantile relations embraced by the

operations of a single
font to be founded

outports to be founded in South Australia.
?lke the Gulf Road that fed it, w:s

v ovup

pe
craft.

works had created in the

and the importance of the

held at Watervale, April 1857. ~
= 'ghlsG}ibubhc meeting was chaired by Mr

etition on behalf of the inhabitants of
lare and Burra arguing for the conti-

eeson, JP. Mr Horrocks read a

wool

s )
oing, but the
e l;ln : port facilities were

he copper
it became a wheat
rt. The Gulf Road waswsﬁel? u:el:'ﬂ

carrying agricultural traffic.

Wakefield was one of the first

The ketch ‘Falie’ will moor off-shore for

I
Company owned and run. It was founded
to reduce the crippling cost of overland
cartage so that an overseas Company
could successfully tap the wealth of
Burra. It set the precedence for a trend
that still continues. The port fulfilled the
Company’s needs for 10 years, then it was
abandoned. The continuation of the port
was to rest on the other major industry
nourished by the needs of Burra, that of
agricultural produce. When the copper
carting was shifted to the railway
terminus at Gawler the locals argued for
the development of facilities to make it a
m%‘)or wool, wheat, hay and flour port.
or a time the locals were successful,
but gradually the use of its facilities
waned. Today the port is nothing more
than a mangrove creek, the old environ-

ment has returned with increased vigor.
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A NEW ROAD SOUTHWARD

he Gulf Road was ofﬁciallﬁ re-
cognised as amain road. It how-
ever, received little govern-
ment assistance. Government ex-.
ﬁendlture on the Great Northern
oute from 1850 to 1855 was £22,971,
whilst £598 was spent on_ the Gulf
Road. The latter was probably carry-
ing more traffic.

The Patent Copper Company
constantly tried to get reimbursed, with
little joy. In Ma{ 1856 the manager wrote
to tf‘re Legislative Council: ”"The
Company’s disbursement for carting
during the last seven months have ex-
ceeded £20,000 and that the like disbursed
during the period of seven years must be
at least £100,000. There are at present
4,000 tons of coal at Port Wakefield and
4,000 tons at Burra which cannot be
moved until the fine weather comes|
round again. he Company is praying
for a grant o ,000 in aid of its expen-
diture in road formation”.

Such pleas brought little joy, and it
appears the government did not wish the
road to exist. It was probably just as
much the government’'s attitude, as
cartage costs, which saw the Patent
Copper Company switch its copper
%arl:ng activities to the Great Northern

oute.

Copper carting along the Gulf Road
ended abruptly in 1857. Two articles in
the Register, 13/8/1857, show how suddeni|
it was. The first article is the Company
advertising that "on August 10th the
carting season will commence on_the
Port Wakefield Road and the rates will be
- for Coals and Ores, 30 shillings per ton.
Gunnybags will no longer be found by the
Company, but they will be supplied to
carters at cost. Coal will be refused to all

those who have drays unfit for safe con-.

ve¥ance".

he second article is a Report by the
Surveyor General on the Main Lines of
Roads. In it he states...."The Gawler
Railroad also enables the main road
between the Burra and Port Wakefield to
be expunged from the Schedule. This line
carried formerly the great bulk of the
vast produce and i of the

Port Wakefield, the agricultural port.

load....Referring to wagons, he would ask
why should 9cwt to the inch be allowed
whilst to a two wheeled dray only 8cwt!

Several things appeared to mitigate
against the continuous operation of the
Burra Smelting Works. Improved facili-
ties at Port Adelaide, the erection and

Burra mine and the Smelting Works and
thus had claims to be constituted a main
road. Arrangements are now, however,
being made to bring that traffic south-
wards to Gawler, and thus the Port Wake-
field road, being relieved of that heavy
traffic. ay be removed from the
schedu!

SOLD OUT

opper carting by the Patent
Copper Company down the Gulf
Road ended abruptly in 1857
when traffic was diverted to Gawler.
Notices appeared in the Press -
”9/10/1857....Cartage between the
Burra Copper Works and the Gawler
Railway terminus - ore will be ready on
September 10 at the Works; and coal on
September 26; and both coal and ore will
be found in any quantity for all appli-
cants during the next six months.
Gunnies (bags in which the ore was car-
ted), will not be supplied. Drivers will be
expected to load light with ore and heavy
with coal. Rates 30 shillings per ton.”

“Notice to Drivers on the Gulf Road -
when the coal which is now at Port Wake-
field (about 1,200 tons) is removed, all the
cartage on this road will be at an end.”

Huge volumes of traffic poured down
the Great Northern Route. By this time
the Patent Copper Com‘gany was using
mules to pull wagons. A Kapunda corres-
pondent in 1859 reported that mule teams
each carrying two and a half tons of cake
copper passed through the town on
Monday. and reached Gawler on Thurs-
day afternoon. They were being hin-
dered by flood conditions. They returned.
ladened with hay, timber, barley etc.
Another reporter from Gawler writes of a
caravan comprising 24 wagons, each
drawn by 10 mules loaded with coal and
timber.

As the northern extension of the
railway approached Burra the teamsters
were put under more pressure when the
government passed a Width of Tires Act.
A public meeting held at Burra saw Mr
William Woollacott speak on the issue.
He called it a hole in the cornerjob.....”S
suddenly had it become law that really
many teamsters could scarcely realise
that the measure had come into opera-

)

tion....the teamsters could not make a

1 operation of a smelting works
at Port Adelaide, and the northern exten-
sion of the railway reaching Burra in
1870, were major factors.

Towards the end of its days, the Burra
Smelting Works operated intermittently,
with most of the skilled smelters being
transferred to the Company's new works
at Port Adelaide. The end came with the
auction of property and stock. Adverts
appeared....”In consequence of the
Railway extensions the Company will
cause to be sold....at about the end of the
year their valuable team stations, farm,
and other country land: also mules,
horses, wagons and implements” (about
60 wagons, 250 horses and mules). Some
of the smelting works plant was transfer-
red to NSW where it was installed at New-
castle. Here it was used to smelt poor
grade ore shipped from the Moonta
cnppcr mine, .EIS a
ships returning from the Wallaroo
Smelting Works.

The farmers argue

After copper carting finished, the Gulf
Road continued for some time to serve
the farmers of the region. Itisinteresting
to note that the Gulf Road as an agricul-
tural route received more government
assistance than in its early guise as a
copper road.

Farmers continued to argue the impor-
tance of the road, or roads, to the Gulf. A
Mintaro correspondent reports on a peti-
tion to the House of Assembly by some
Auburn residents to declare the road
from Auburn to Port Wakefield a main
line. He writes “this certainly cannot
meet the views of Mintaro, or of drivers
of teams travelling from the Burra or the
North, as a line of road already exists at
Leasingham which goes directly to
Burra, saving a distance of perhaps six to
seven miles to what the Auburn route
would in travelling from Burra to Port
Wakefield”.

An Auburnite replies a week later, "Sir
- Your Mintaro correspondent is eviden-
tly unacquainted with the matter he
referred to.....Both the roads from
Auburn and Leasini am form a junction
at Skillogallee Creek, about six miles out
of the 30 from the Port; and the meeting
thought it the wisest course to ask that the
best and the widest road should be taken,
and not, as is inferred, ‘that one part of
the district should be elevated at the fall
of another’”.

The Mintaro writer replies....”as a
road already exists from the Burra to
Leasingham, and from thence to Port

backload in the coal |

THE END OF THE ROAD

ort Wakefield got a brief boost
P when mining operations closed

down at Burra. Towns like
Mintaro had to look elsewhere to get
rid of their produce. Wakefield offer-
red the facilities for cheap sea car-
tage.

However, the Gulf Road as a main
transport route was being threatened by
the expanding railway network. In 1867 it
was reported that several "events are
now taking place which will tend to

cater for the producers of Skilly-Auburn-
Clare plus the expanding production of
the Plains. The town’s development was
rapid initially but began to decrease as
the railhead moved northwards. Nearby
Halbury was also envisaged as becom-
ing an important railway junction, but it
failed to eventuate due to engineering
difficulties in building over the River
Wakefield. Halbury was notorious for its
lawbreakers, not the least being an ex-
oliceman sly grogger. Upon returnin,
rom the town a policeman once tol
some respected citizens, "It is nothing
short of a little hell out there!”.

The last leg of the tramway - Port Wakefield.

benefit the locality, which, I may say, is
purely agricultural. The closing of the
Burra Burra mine is, without doubt, a
serious affair for our farmers, who have
found a good market for a great quantity
of their produce, which will now have to
be conveyed elsewhere. Under these cir-
cumstances, they hail with joy the Port
Wakefield tramway, and the commence-
ment of a line of railway in this
direction.”

Hoyleton was privately surveyed to
become the terminus of the Port Wake-
field-Hoyle's Plains railway by 1870. This
was to be the first total agricultural line
constructed in South Australia, was to

_Tenders for the new railway connec-
tion were put and included the delivery of
11,000 cubic yards of broken limestone or
other stone of approved quality for bal-
last; and the supply of 35,000 pine sleep-
ers. The s rs had to be half round in
section, 7 ng, 10" wide, and 5" deep:
those dimensions to be exclusive of sap.

The Gulf Road today carries little
industrial traffic and the railway system
that curtailed its importance is itself now
redundant. It is now divided into many
roads, mainly serving the tourists as they
flit about the countryside. Come October
it will be reformed as a copper carting
convoy travels its way once more.




fiving with the loads curtailed, nor could | Wakefield, which, although rather bad in | &
tlr:g;gif wide tires were fitted on to the | winter, almost all the drays from.the
wheels, as then the friction would be | Burra and the North use, and it's a|&&
much greater, and require more bullocks |'shorter route...The matter will have to

or more animal power to move thel! stand on its merits.

A new form of wealth, grain took over where copper left off.
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Why bullocks?

When William Woollacott’s bullock
train arrived in Gawler near Christmas,
1858, it was front page news. The 36 oxen
were pulling a nine ton wagon loaded with
a 15 ton boiler for a new pump house at the
Burra Burra mine. The load was so heavy
that wooden bridges had to be shored up
to take the weight, and sand laid down to
reduce vibration.

Bullocks had many advantages over
other cart animals. For carting heavy
loads, they had no equal. One disadvan-
tage was that bullock teams were often
unable to travel in winter, being prone to
catching the flu in the wet and windy con-
ditions. Muddy road conditions made
carting heavy loads impossible. Very hot
weather was also difficult, for bullocks,
like dogs, sweat only through their
tongues.

Bullocks were far stronger than
horses, and unlike horses, could survive
on grazing along the route. At the end of
its working life, a bullock could be
fattened and slaughtered for meat and
hide which would often recoup the initial
outlay. Horses, once worked out, provi-
ded no such return.

The major disadvantage of bullock
teams was that they were slow. They
were also renowned for their stubborn
nature, but this seemed to dependgreatly
on how well they were worked. The judi-
cious use of the whip was more effective
than the flogging of animals. Hit them as
hard as you can, as little as possible.

In hindsight, the famed stubbornness
of the beasts lay more in overwork and
the expectation that they carry far too
heavy loads, rather than in the inherent
nature of bullocks. Human economic con-
siderations set the guidelines by which
their characters were judged.

Bullocks were used Australia-wide. It
was only natural that bullock teams were
considered the automatic form of trans-
porting ore from Burra. Mules were only
introduced on the Gulf Road because
there was a dearth of drivers, not any
weakness on the behalf of the bullocks.

A
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BULLOCK POWER
q s bullocky, Jim Kelly ruefully

says, "The taming of bullocks

sounds simple. Controlled by

the bullocky’'s voice and whip, the

two leaders go where they are told

and the rest follow. In reality, theory
and practice seem to differ”.

In the past, bullockies and their teams

played a major part in Australia’s settle- [:

ment. They were used by a wide range of
ﬂeople - families setting up their new

omes, explorers venturing over
mountains where horses were inappro-
priate, as pack animals for farmers and
miners laying claim to the land.

A bullock is a castrated bull, some-
times called an ox. Usually whole teams
were trained together, but at times a new
pair would be introduced. This involved
yoking the two bullocks and then tying
their tails together and leaving them to
walk around for a few days until the incli-
nation to turn head to tail, or to separate,
had passed. Initially the bullocks were
wild looking longhorns. Shorthorns are a
modern breed. =

Size of teams varied dependin
requirements. It is thought that the New
South Welshman, William Yabsley once

ut together the largest team of 98

ullocks to pull in a gum tree suited to the
buildin% of a bar%\‘xe, eventually named
‘Schoolboy’. Bell Freeman and William
Woollacott made 1 ds for th lves
by putting together huge teams to haul
huge machine parts and boilers for the
Cornish engine houses of the Burra Burra

mine.

Each bullock has a specific task,
although some drivers liked to swap
pairs around so that the death of any
animal should not hinder team
efficiency. Usuall the most
knowledgable and experienced bullocks
were the leaders, and the pin bullocks
and polers, the strongest.

In copper carting, early teams pulled
drays, two wheeled carts. Drays were
much more stable on the non-existent
roads than four wheeled wagons, and
more able to negotiate the steep inclines.
Overloaded drays could overbalance
causing severe strain on the animals,
eslpecially the polers. When bogged,
efforts to extract them, often shattered
the shafts. Wagons, four wheelers, were
able to carry more, but were only used
once the better roads were established.
On poor roads, heavily laden wagons
could capsize and injure an entire team,
killing some beasts, not to mention the

n | to Monte Video to board 180 mules. Of this

The jinker - an

awesome thing.

MULES - THE SOUTH
AMERICAN CONNECTION

n 1852, most miners and carters
Ifled Burra in the summer months

hoping to make their fortunes in
the Victorian goldfields. Although
there was little production of new ore
at Burra when the pumps were shut
down and the water allowed to flood
the drives and shafts, ore had been
accumulated by the Patent Copper
Company and needed cartage to Port
Wakefield. Few bullockies with
experience remained.

George Ewbank of the Patent Copper
Comgany had come across mules in
South America and argued their advan-
tage as pack animals. Mules did not
wander. It took fewer men or boys to
control a mule train. Mules could work
more successfully than bullocks in
winter. They were faster and this made
up for the fact that they could carry less
than bullocks.

WRECKING THE ROADS

he traffic on the ore transport
Troads was so heavy that laws
were passed in the 1860’s to
limit the deterioration of the roads.
These restricted the weight of wagon
and dray loads and prescribed wider
wheels or tyres. Narrow wheels du
deep into the mud in winter an
powdered the earth in summer.
Bullock drivers were outraged at the
le%islation. At a meeting at Kooringa, Mr
William Woollacott argued, ”the
teamsters could not make a livinﬁ with
the loads curtailed, nor could they if
wider tyres were fitted on to the wheels as
then the friction would be much greater
and require more bullocks or more
animal power to move the load”.
Woollacott went on to lay blame on the
Patent Cogper Company and their mule
. This C "by loading thei

i
mule wagons heavily, and causing the
teams to follow each other in one con-
tinuous line were positively doing serious
damage to the roads with the wagons
alone”.

Finally Woollacott pointed to the
problem resulting from using mules
rather than bullocks for transport. For

asses. Seventeen mules died on the trip.| each mule wagon “each team has about a

Colourful s

dozen mules, and each animal was shod

eakin, 1
drove the strings o? anin?als, which| all round. The wear and tear to the road
carried their load of about 2cwt in leather| must be more injurious than a team of
bags, slung either side of the animal. By|unshod or perhaps half-shod bullocks”.

1855 the mules were chiefly in harness,
hauling the ore in wagons.

When traffic was switched to Gawleér
the Patent Copper company appeared to
be using mule wagons exclusively. The
wagons were imported from England, |,
each one pulled by ten to a dozen mules.
They travelled in convoys, one wagon
behind the other, and caused consider-
able comment. Not only were the animals
unusual, but the men were quite
strangely and colourfully dressed. They
also had a reputation for fighting, and
ignoring the niceties of the law.

. When the Burra Copper Works closed
in 1869, and about 60 wagons, and 250
mules went on sale. Some of the original
muleteers returned to Chile when their

One man team - bullck riding u North
- courtesy Jack Miller.

On the surface, this seems to be a

Mules, first introduced from Chile by
the Patent Copper Company, working
up North - courtesy Jack Miller.

So it was decided - the new form of
transport was necessary. The Patent
Copper Corngany decided to import the
muleteers. Both the men and their
drivers would come from Chile. Mr Horn,
the Port Wakefield manager, was to
arrange their transport to South
Australia. Captain Coleman, master of
the Company’s ship, the ‘Malacca’, went

cargo, only 70 survived the trip.
Presumablg the muleteers fared
somewhat better. Captain Coleman
made two more trips. These were more
successful and hundreds of mules
arrived. In April 1854 the cargo of the

Malacca is listed as 210 mules, 6 she-

contracts expired, others appeared to
head north, taking their knowledge with

them.
Geraldine Pearce, Watervale,

collected the following names of Chilean

muleteers: De Garris, De Silva, De Paul,

Fernandos or Fernandez. Le Feuvre.

ll\{(r’hg‘re are the descendents of these fami- |2
es?

debate about the merits and the demerits
of bullocks and drays compared with
mules and wagons. As well as this, how-
ever, we can hear the cry of the
individual bullocky railing against the

ws and limitations of a government and
> r company working hand in hand to
limit freedom.

A grey day.

bullocky

PAGE 14 - ‘A Story -of Movement’

DNonkev team and wagan.

e o

PP h it A A BT ot ARt AR T B 4

The Man and his Beasts

Jim Kelly became the centre of con-
troversy when it was reported that his
bullocks were destined to become meat
patties. Kelly argues that there is no in-
consistency that his beasts should be
slaughtered.

In a meat eating society, he says, most
animals end up as protein on our plates.

"Our society has been distanced from

JIM KELLY - BULLOCKY

im Kelly, from Naracoorte, is a
successful grazier with some
interest in local business. Until
1982, the concept of working a team of
bullocks was a retirement dream,|
almost a joke. |

As plans for Jubilee 150 celebrations
were being discussed, the prospect of a




e ol
fired the public imagination. David
Tonkin, the then Premier of South Aus-'
tralia, mentioned the project and this)
further incentive to creating|
‘Bullocky Jim’.

Transformation from Jim Kelly,
grazier, to Bullocky Jim, has taken four
years. The easiest part was the growin,
of the traditional full bushy beard whic!
makes Bullocky Jim so distinctive.

The two most difficult areas were the
establishing of historical authenticity
and the training and the working of the
animals. Few formal records remained
to help ineither area. Inthedrier areas of
the state, some old drays, wagons and
equipment remained in a state where res-
toration was ill possible. General
interest in the proj
coorte -High Schoo!
trolleys to be used in the re-enactments.

Training the animals was even more
difficult. First information had to be
found. Very little information could be
found in books, and such a task really
required first hand experience rather
than book learning. Jim was able to make
contact with a number of present day
bullock drivers, who few and very far
between, are spread throughout Aus-
tralia. He even discovered that there was
a group, 100 members strong, called the
‘Australian_Bullock Drivers' League’,
founded at Gundagai in 1982.

Once some information had been
collated, there came the task of finding
the beasts. Poll Shorthorn steers were
selected and bred on Jim's Naracoorte
property. He was determined to carry out
the training himself and so did not
purchase a ready trained pair of leaders
which would have eased his task con-
siderably. §

The trial runs undertaken highlighted a
number of unforseen problems. The first
trip was to Robe. Jim and his teamsters
discovered that both they and the beasts
would have to become much more fit. In,
the very hot weather, the bullocks, which
sweat through their tongues, panted
dreadfully until their diaphragm
muscles became sufficiently toned up.
The rough road surfaces also damaged
the beasts’ feet. Iron cues (shoes) came
off easily and on that first run, one of the
animals spent most of the walk wearinﬁ
blue plasftic b&ots whi h_‘the vet ha

el o o 7,

om

Bullocky Jim, his helpers and his team
of animals have already captured public
attention and enthusiasm in their trip
carrying wool from Naracoorte to Port
Adelaide. This trip, carryinF copper
from Burra to Port Wakefield should
prove just as challenging and exciting. -

THE WILD MEN OF THE ROAD

ne thing Jim Kelly is often
asked is, "Were the old time
bullockies really cruel and
brutal men?”. This question usually
comes when people are confronted
by the gentle manners and bearing of
bullocky Jim.
Jim's answer is quite simple. No. they
couldn’t afford to be or they would lose
their team. Why then, the myth of brut-
ality? Their occupation was brutal, but
we should not judge a pioneer form of
travel in terms of modern day attitudes to
animals.
The bullockies carting Burra copper
were often quite poor. Poverty in those
days usually implied that they were illit-
erate and not well graced in formal man-
ners. If one can accept certain referen-
ces that they made to their lot in life,
recorded in the Press, they were a class
who were exploited. :
This article appeared in the Register
14/10/1848, entitled ‘Threatened strike
amongst the carters of Burra Burra ore’.
A driver writes on behalf of his brother
carters: - “We are prepared toinsistonan
increase in the price of cartage for
ourselves. Now then, a good team of eight
bullocks, dray, and apparatus costs
about £100. The team can only be used
about seven and a half months in the
year; the rest of the time must be spell
time. The general average load will be
two tons and a half, which will give each
137 shillings and six pence, or 6
a day, for this most
wearisome and exhausting labour; and
that, too, when everything goes smooth.
I say, that not a score out of the hundred
on the road have made, orinthe nature of

things can make, ten successful trips in
the year”. >

&y
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The jinker and Jim Kelly - a modern m
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eaning given to the relationship between

humans and animals - courtesy Helen Stockman,

animals, regarding them witn senumen-
. | tality, like childhood pets. Instead of
acknowledging our dependence on
animals, urban society tends to

champion animal liberation.”
Kelly argues that our society has
distorted our views on animals, ignoring
nimal h dry prin-

ciples.

”1 have been made to feel guilty about
the way I work my bullocks. Inthedaysof
the copper carting, animals would be
beaten and burnt out intwo years. I made
ita Frinciple to hit my beasts as hard as 1
could as infrequently as I could.

"We were inspected by the RSPCA
three times and passed each time.”

In training the bullocks and participa-
ting in the copper road re-enactment,
Jim Kelly has "lifted a window on the
{)ast” for us and himself. We can view the

umbering team and its bullockies walk
its average of seven kilometres aday and
learn to appreciate the vast Australian
distances.

We can also learn of the woman-less
society where the sight of a woman in
billowing skirts and multiple petticoats
could spook the bullocks - "Get away
lady” echoed the streets. s

or Kely and his team, historical
understanding revolved around tiny

Northern Argus. details and the joys of SglvtmgL minor
0

"Does the poor bullock driver, this poor
‘pariah’ of Australian society, does he
have any rest? Look at him on the road,
belted and beared, covered with dust and
perspiration. When does he get a comfor-
table meal, a soft bed, a wash, ashave, or
a Sabbath! Perhaps he has to walk hun-
dreds of miles to find lost bullocks....Will
six shillings and six pence compensate
for this?” _ v

The drivers’ relationship to animals
was a matter of survival, and perhaps the
realisations of dreams of a better life.
They couldn’t afford to lose, or flog their
bullocks to death. To do so would put
them further behind, reducing the
chance of making it. The death of only
one bullock would be a t_raged . Why
should they rush towards this fate by mis-
treating their teams? 5 Y

Perhaps they did look like wild men.
Who wouldn't if they had to be constantly
on the move whatever the conditions
were like on the dai\‘r? Crossing the diffi-
cult stretches of the Gulf Road would
necessarily have been brutalizing.
Perhaps the dray would be stuck in the
sand, the bullocky would have to hit his
team as hard as he could to get it on the
move again. Of course he would swear -
many of us would do the same. The
bullocky was a victim of his time. There
were no unions to gain or protect decent
working conditions. Most bullockies
would have been experiencing Austra-
lian conditions for the first time.

Patsy-Adam Smith supports the words
of bullocky Jim. “Some men who know
them well have claimed that the
bullocky’s reputation for being more
foul-mouthed than others is not true, nor
are stories that he was very cruel to his
bullocks. Why should he be cruel? They
were his iends, often his only

Bullocks -

companions for days at a time. If he
hated them his work would have been un-
bearable”. Russell Ward also agrees,
"Bullock driving is a science. Any man
can knock bullocks about, but very few

early observer of the bullock
"They are a strange, wild looking, sun-
burnt race, strong, rough, and taciturn,
they appear as though they had never

pr which thr )¢
major worries, Kelly described his frus-
trations. It could take up to half an hour
just to go through a gate. As he kept his
temper and untang! ed his beasts yet
again, Kelly's understanding and appre-
ciation of the original bullockies became
much more sympathetic.

lived in crowds, and had lost the desire
and even the power to converse. So
deeply embrowned were the faces, naked
breasts, and arms of these men, and so
shaggy the crops of hair and beard, thata
stranger had to look twice to be certain
that they were not Aborigines.”

Bullocks - a beast for all work - dam
sinking - courtesy Jack Miller.

Another early report paints their life in
more glowing terms - “This bullock-
driving cannot be a very pleasant life,
though there is a certain smack of
romance in camring out at night with a
mob of oxen bellowing around, and the

a beast for all work - bringing l the wood - courtesy Jack Miller.

n

companion drivers on watch attending

the fires - where the damper is cooking
and the iron kettle boiling for tomorrow’s
breakfast”.

From a modern viewpoint the bul-
locky's life was a delicate balance bet-
ween brutality versus necessity. Animals
were their livelihood, often a chance to
escape the cruel grasp of poverty. Come
on the re-enactment in October and judge
for yourself.

Bullocks - a beast for all work -
ploughing - courtesy Jack Miller.
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e tend to view our pioneers
through
While facts about the bullo-

ROMANTIC MULETEERS

patent fuel. Each mule was supposed to
carry a 300lb load - "Mintaro, Auburn,

a romantic haze.
Watervale, Balaklava, Leasingham,

Bb Dunn’s

bullock team - courtesy Balaklava National Trust.

(RN

ckies tend to tarnish that glow, the
muleteers seem to remain shrouded
in romance. Even at the time they
were viewed as a separate group.
They were distinguished by their
colourful Latin temperaments and
exotic pastimes, like lasso throwing.
_ Burrainthe 1850’s was a very cosmopo-
litan place and the importation of these
Spanish speaking Chilean families
merely added one more nationality to the
large number already there.

A‘n 1856 Register report describes the

THE BULLOCKIES

hese bullockies settled in the

region. Some owned their own

team, or teams. Others worked
as drivers.

James Carey Watervale
L. Green Penwortham
Edwin Green e Pea

Darling Auburn
sam Forward Watervale

Time passed, with cruel and brutal con-
sequences. Miles and wages were earned
at the expense of animal suffering. Bul-
locks lost, a dray smashed, disaster and
financial ruin. Men killed each other,
went mad, some succeeded and built a
better life. Pressure of life, ceaseless
movement.

At the end of the road a port, a hive of
activity, rugged barges transferring ore

s as "fine dark fellows, some of
them wearing rather picturesque
costumes, and mostly armed with the
tremendous spur used in South America,
with rowels as large as the palm of their
hands”.

On this occasion, an unusually large
number of mule teams arrived in
Adelaide from Burra. The muleteers
camped near the Thebarton Bridge with
two or three hundred mules. When the

to stately ships. Excitement, drinking,

Bowmans and Whitwarta all were mule
| camps,” according to Ian Auhl.

William Cogley, member of parlia-
ment, and ex Burra boy, later described
his youthful love affair with little senorita
Inez, daughter of muleteer, Senor Pedro.
Inez would dance as her mother played
the guitar and the young lovesick William
watched. When the family returned to
South America, William begged to travel
with them. He was refused, but was pro-
mised that as soon as he grew a
moustache as big as her fathers, Copley
could follow her to South America and
marry her. C«apley recalls ruefully,
Then we parted, Inez consoling me by
promisl.n%me to pray to her patron saint
every night to hasten on the moustache”.
There are some newspaper reports of
the trouble caused by drunken muleteers
- brawls and murder threats. However,
there are some advantaﬁes to speaking
only Spanish in an English speaking com-
munity. Many charges against the
db inter-

muleteers decided ts.v visit the city, the“ir
b SPGB e

s were
preters could not be found.



Howie Watervale
Kimber Spring Farm
Little
Marsden Mintaro
ble Auburn
W. Pearce Farrell Flat
John Pearce Spring Farm
W. Quinn Sevenhill
P. Roach Kooringa, later Penwortham
Sinclair
00k Morella
Joseph Freeman Auburn
James Scrutchings Auburn
Frances Treloar Watervale
George William Fulling Auburn
James Hodge Auburn

Martin Warren
James Nicholas Wearne
Thomas Ward

Upper Wakefield
uﬁﬁir Wakefield

Thomas Ward Upper Wakefield
Christopher Matthew Upper Wakefield
Elisha Robbins Auburn
David Davies The Peak
Leo Chewings Kooringa,
(later brought Kadlunga)
Robert Carson Halbury
Charles Alderman Halbury
Tezacker
Thomas Uphill
Cummings Spring Farm
Lloye Spring Farm
John Coles Spring Farm
Buzacott pring Farm
. Burt Sevenhill
Ninnes Penwortham
J. Lovely Auburn, later Wallaroo
Moyses Penwortham
Grenfell Watervale
. King Leasingham
Thomas Thomas orringa,
(later Leasingham)
. Thomas Spring Farm
. Trestrail ‘enwortham
Giddings Auburn
R.Ryan Auburn.
Wilson Auburn
‘homas Neimiec Polish Hill River
Weimann Polish Hill River
rthur Horrocks Penwortham
Thomas Elliott Watervale
Wren Mintaro
Joserh Freeman Auburn
Gowles
Cowling
Fitzgerald Auburn

William Symons
Thomas Brown
Sam Bennett

Hoskings
Charles Scrutchings

ogfs
Woollacott Burra
Williams
F. Brooks
Baker
Uphill

Hotel owners that owned bullock teams that
carted copper ore:
A. Goldsmith Watervale
J.G. Bleechmore Watervale
Greenslade Watervale
C. Walton Leasingham
Duncan Stewart Penwortham
G.Stenheil

A LANDSCAPE

drive from Burra to Port Wake-

field doesn’t take long in a car.

There are now many roads,
some rougher than others, depen-
ding whose council district you are
in. There was once one.

Much of the landscape is boringly flat
and featureless, most reduced to the uni-
formity that is called agriculture. The
ran%es confronted are rugged, timbered
and beautiful, a haven for the old environ-
ment, including some remains of the Gulf
Road. Such beauty was once attacked,
and lil mored, in the pursuit of industrial
wealth.

Let’'s go back then to the days of copper
carting. The traffic was enormous, male
dominated. Boys of ten did the work of
men. Bullock teams, strings of mules
plodded their weary way, always loaded,
mostly thirsty, hungry or both. Dust,
flies, mud and frustration.
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but movement. Back to Burra with a load
of coal. Thirty shillings a ton, six shillings
aday. That is my life -endless to the mine
closed down.

A landscape, the physical setting for
human efforts, hopes and failures,
usually presents us with little to remind
us of what once went on. The odd relic, a
building here, a depression there, no
trees, a part of a road.

Despite their scant and rude nature

the days when the wealth of Burra poured
down to Port Wakefield bound overseas.
Wealth carried by the wearisome plod of
man and beast.

local
that "

the ranges to the sea.
mules carried copper ore in leather bags
with return loads of Newcastle coal and

appearance createa a sur among wnej-
opulace. The Register reported
‘Several of them paid a visit to
Adelaide towards evening an 2
attention from the peculiarity of their
mounts and the foreign style of their
equipment”.
Muleteers carried ore over the
northern road from Burra to Adelaide
until 1869, when the Patent Copper
Company sold their mules and wagons.
I 3 In the beginnin
these remains are the last reminders of ?ioneered the Gulf Roads to Port
ield, leading their strings of mules over

and attracted

had
ake-

however, the

t this time the

kilometres from Halbury.

i
e

JIM LOWE - MULETEER

markable people. In spite of

dine Pearce.

Another landscape - Bill Gregor takes us ﬁack io the ﬁoyle's Plains Wine Shant&: 4 3

Old Walton’s Cottage - a home of a bullock driver,

o
3
Yok ) %

The muleteers presence in Burra was
short lived. Some, like Senor Pedro’s
family, homesick for Chile, returned to .
South America.

Finallr, as the railway links develo-
;‘J‘ed. mule strings were made redundant.
'he muleteers could not take up jobs on

the railways because they were unable to

read and write in English. As their jobs

perished, the remaining muleteers
to di from the N

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you realise that bullocks

were often worked from dawn
 to dusk without respite for
grazing or drinking? 3

Did you know that it was possible to
pick the bullock tracks by the bullock
skeletons along the way?

ou know that a recommended
method of ‘encouraging’ a team to work
was to light a fire under the lead
bullocks?

Too often when we think of the past, it is
shrouded in a romantic haze. It is easy to
see the bullockies as brave pioneers
working with their noble beasts of
burden. This may be part of the truth, but
it is clearly only a part.

The animals on the Gulf Road were
often mistreatgia. at“e times mge&ond.
endura y teamsters 2
a:aid for getﬁn& their loads through. g:

e road, the driver urged on the near
with his whip, while his
offsider punched the offside bullocks to
keeﬂlthem moving and in line. A bullock

could ‘pull itself blind’ - pull until its

eyeballs burst.
D the bullockies were tough,
their teams through rivers of

mud winter and a constant sea of
bulldust in summer. Parts of the tracks-

were - in winter, particularly
overt terrainorinsandy or marshy
C . In bull could be so
desperate for water that they would rush
‘the mudd{, feti and become
inextricably bogged, struggling and
dying there of hunger and exhaustion.

As the copper roads developed, inns
and resting places became established.
Drunkenness was an occupational
hazard. Some drivers died, crushed to
death after iallini off their drays in a
drunken stupor. tourist of the time
reported, “....arrived at Hoile’s, Skillo-
gallee Creek. Met, as usual, a drunken
mob of bullock drivers, playing cards,
drinking, swearing and fiﬁht ng. So little
are they trusted, that the landlord or
landlady hold the nobbler in one hand,
while they take the money with the other!
They are the most debased set of animals
in South Australia”.

The muleteers and their teams shared
the same conditions. The Chilean mules
came from a working tradition where
strings of mules were always followed by
an equal number of spare mules so that
when one drom)ed dead, the carrying of
the load would not be delayed. In the
beginning, the mules carried panniers of
ore. Later they were often hitched to four
wheeled wagons. Muleteers could be
fined for riding on the poles of the wagons
as too often, riders would fall and be
;maimed or killed under the wheels.

This account of horrors could continue,
but to generalize is foolish. Of course,
there were men of moderation working
the road. Perhaps it is kinder to see the
drivers as victims of the economic
climate, isolation and the harsh
conditions. Bullockies and muleteers
worked against a backdrop of cruelty and
necessity. There was always the prag-
matic consideration that a bullock or
mule was texpensive to replace.

o S

Leasingham - courtesy Geral-

[ made
sound economic sense. There was no
room for sentiment.

Jim Lowe and his family are re-

numerous obstacles, ranging
from tussles with officialdom to the
death of much loved animals, they
continue to follow their dream. :
The Lowe family believe in maintai-
ning part of Australia’s history. Their
view of history is not the traqunal text
book one. The Lowe concept of history is
completely practical. It is histor,
arrived at through workm%‘directly Wit
the transport animals which have played
such an important role in Australia’s
ast. They gave worked with camels,
gullocks, horses, donkeys and mules. -
Jim Lowe seems to be a Jack, or should
1 say a Jim, of all trades, although
throughout the various jobs he has under-
taken, his enthusiasm for working with
animals has always shown through. Asa
lad, he worked on a dairy farm and then
took on horse breaking. Jim and his
brother Barry followed the Australian
rodeo circuit for some years, winning
their fair share of trophies and prize
money. In between these activities, Jim
found time to become competent in
welding and practical farm mechanics
and he spent some time working as a
farm contractor.

After his marriage, Jim became a
contract super spreader, but still spent
his leisure time working with animals.
He and his
attended local gymkhanas and Jim

layed a large part in founding the

ingston Pony Club. 8 ;

Jim then decided to expand his animal
working menagerie with donkeys, a

four children regularly.

Jim Lowe - a modern day pioneer - courtesy Sue Laslett.

hinny (horse father and donkey mother),
camels and finally Ace, a Brahmin steer.

The Kelly family ventured into the
tourist trade, opening the Kitticoola
mines near Palmer in the South East, to
the public. Kitticoola Safaris became
part of their offerings. Jim felt he needed
more camels to supplement the safaris,
so in a drought year, with little food and
less money, he ventured to the west of
Ceduna, caught six more camels and
walked home with them.

pioneer spiri

engineer extraordinaire,
Waterloo SA, has undertaken

MAINTAINING THE DRAYS
im Valladares, blacksmith and

of
to

maintain and service the drays and
other wheeled vehicles to be used on
the re-enactment. PEs
Jim, who is one of few remaining black-
smiths still left in the State, has used his
vast knowledge and experience to repair
the wheels of the drays for the trip.
Jim Valladares came to Waterloo just
after World War II and has been one of
the district’s leading citizens since his
arrival. He purchased the old business of
Harry Kruse and still uses the same
building and some of the equipment that
was new at the change of the century. His
business as an engineer and blacksmith
is known far and wide, and he has been
responsible for the restoration of many of
the old horse drawn vehicles in the
district. He carefully keeps an eye on the
‘Cobb and Co’ coach now stationed at the
Wellington Hotel at Waterloo. ‘
He was very active in country fire
fighting and was the Waterloo chief fire
controller. Over the last 40 years Jim
Valladares has been responsible for the
ildi nd designi of many of the

The Kelly family and their

now live at Goolwa. Jim’s most recent
project has been the breedin nd
training of mules and donkeys for t! e his-
torical re-enactments for the J150 cele-
brations.

Perhaps Jim'’s greatest contribution to
the J150 re-enactments will not be his
string of mules. Instead, it will be his
t and his willingness to
tackle new tasks and solve problems
through practical experience.

an One of the

al
district fire l‘ighting vehicles.
rays to be used in the re-

enactment was loaned by the Balaklava
National Trust. It was a horse dray,
having shafts, and Jim is at present con-
verting it for bullocks. The shafts will be
removed and a 15 ft (5" square) strln'gy
bark pole will be attached. The timber for
two poles was donated by Colin Donlan,
Hoyleton. Jim will also shape the poles
ang tighten the wheels.

Jim has been an ardent worker for any

SO MANY DIFFERENT FACES

urra of the 1850's was an ex-
B tremely cosmopolitan town en-
compassing many different
nationalities. One presumes that the
promise of wealth is a far more effec-
tive method of encouraging multi-
culturalism than government init-
iatives. 5
The wealth of the copper mines,

which dotted the landscape in every
direction. The Patent Copper Company
used their employees to gain leases on
land, which provided them with a mono-
oly on the use of the Gulf Road and
acilities at Port Wakefield. Some of the
bullock drivers were to purchase
property owned by the Smelting Com-
pany when it was auctioned in 1869.
AKhough it is often said that each
national group seemed to serve a
different function in the town of Burra,

project that has been undertaken in the
district and his workshop has always
been available for any community effort
desiring assistance and help.

X



although not as enticing as that ol e
Victorian goldfields, lured many workers
to Burra.

Burra and the roads opened up by the
necessity of carting goods offered a
different type of wealth - land. To many
migrants, the promise of the enormous
spaces suggested a wealth, promise and
social position beyond their wildest
dreams. Althoth many did not realise
their dreams of owning great tracts of
land, for a variety of political reasons,
they still came in search. :

Many workers associated with the
mine moved to the land. The Press some-
times mentions that labour was hard to
find, as many had taken up little farms,

-

Stark reminders of our multicultural
beginnings Chinese grave-
stone; Belo gravestone.

historical records show plenty ot anoma-
lies. Certain!
Cornish. Initially the skilled smelters

ly a lot of the miners were

were Welsh and German, and the first
mule drivers were men from Chile. Posi-
tions were always being advertised. Men
and their families departed to fulfill new
dreams, and these positions must have
been filled by others.

Positions at the Burra Burra mine in
1858 were:

Tribute workers 350
Tutworkers 138
Miners on owner’s accounts

and timbermen 116
Weighers and Fillers 9
Mechanics 32
Engine drivers and others 22
Ore Dressers 199 men & 38 boys
Labourers 86
Whim and other boys 23
Officers 11

2

Suragens Total 1026
These positions, and those for the
smelting works and other industries in
the town were filled by men and boys
originating from the United Kingdom,
Ireland, Europe and Chile. The Burra
cemetery gives evidence of Chinese in
the town and newspapers of the 1850's
also report negroes jumping ship to work
at Burra. As time went by Australian
born males were available to fill the posi-
tions.
For its large population there appears
to have been surprisingly little racial
tension. Either it was not written aboutor
overty, hard work and common goals
ﬁem the groups together. However, there
is a hint of some tension. Many Germans
came to Australia in search of reh%wus
freedoms, as can be so clearly seen from
those who settled in the Barossa Valley.
The Germans who came to Burra did not
fare quite so well and there is a sugges-
tion &al there was some opposition to
them building a church. A headstone in
the cemetery pointedly refers to {\
Kooringa man, murdered by a German'.

Probably the most colourful group to
live in Burra was the Chilean. Muleteers
and labourers were imported from Chile
when numerous mine workers and bullo-
ckies fled the poor conditions and low
wages to go to the Victorian goldfields.
Mu?eteers and their families, although

enerally poorly educated, enlivened
iurra Wil?l their strange ways of
dressing. A number of early accounts
speak in awe of the ponchos and enor-
mous spurs worn bg the swaggering
Chilean men. Lasso throwing, under the

Steve ;lol;es - outfitter to the mules -
OUTFITTING THE PACK MULES
Trevor Jones of T.L. & P. Jones,

a farm based tannery at Bute,

offered valuable assistance in
outfitting the mules for the Gulf Road
re-enactment.
The Mid North Regional J150 Commit-
tee, after a long serch, was able to locate
some mules which could be used to illus-
trate the Chilean connection to the Gulf
Road. Jim Lowe from Goolwa was pre-
pared to participate, bringing along six
mules.

Havin%

tee soug
sorship for the manufacture of leather
panniers. The major stumbling blocks
were the hiih cost of leather, a set of
drover's packs retailing at around $1,000,
and that the use of mules was so early
that little knowledge of the equipment
remained.
The Bute tannery was prepared to have
a go, and with some advice from Jim

gained the mules, the Commit-

t information on and/or spon- |/

courtesy Stock Journal, Adelaide.

A farm based tannery was established
by the Jones's on their mixed farm at
Bute in 1980. Their interest in leather
craft and tanning, and the availability of

saw their b s establi-
shed. During early 1985 the first skins
were processed and since then demand
has exceeded all expectations.
They offer quite a range. Small and
large orders are welcome and tanned to
individual requirements. Skins or hides
from animals and reptiles can be tanned,
subject to a National Parks and Wildlife
ermit. Mats can be tanned with hair on.
gark tanned leather for craft use from
cowhide, goat, roo and other animals can
e made.

Skins for tanning should be selected
free of cuts, burr and seed, and hosed
clean of blood and dirt before salting.
Salting to avoid a spoiled skin is best done
by laying a skin flesh side up in a cool,
sgady, well drained place and covering
with clean salt for about a week. Packing

should be in hessian or cardboard rather

‘Lowe, will manufacture the bags.

than plastic for consignment.

Chilean influence, became a popular
astime amongst the young boys. The
hileans were often referred to as the

Spanish, but there is no evidence to

support this.

Carting across the river.
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MID NORTH REGIONAL
J150 COMMITTEE

ome two years ago an idea emer-

ged from a Community Develop-

ment Board meeting at Port
Wakefield. What about staging a re-
enactment to commemorate the old
copper carting days?

The idea was developed mainly by the
efforts of Es Hoepner, Balaklava, and
Albert Bannear, Saddleworth. A meetin
was held at Auburn and the Mid Nort|
Regxor}al J150 Committee was formed.
Its office bearers were Albert Bannear,
president, Es Hoepner, secretary, and
Geraldine Pearce, Watervale, as treas-
urer.

Albert Bannear was forced to resign in
June, 1985, and his son David took over
the chair.

Over the two years the committee con-
sisted of a hard core including Betty
Rfran, Hulbur}\;: Bill Gregor, Halbury:
Elaine Jericho, Hoyleton; Barbara
Chapman, Hoyleton; Peter Hall, Burra;
Jim Quinn, Burra; Phil Walker, Port
Wakefield; Kay Lambert, Auburn; Lyall
Ackland, Leasingham; Martin Smith,
Mintaro; and Colin Donlon, Hoyleton.

Around this small committee many
other interested people have bolstered
the ranks including Don Dale, Wakefield;
Reg Shepherd, Balaklava; Don and
Heather Beare, Port Wakefield; Roger
Ackland, Watervale; R. Harris, Farrel
Flat; Hamish Gosse, Mintaro; Richard
Hawker, Mintaro; David Noble, Auburn;
Jim Kelly, Naracoorte; Peter Shipside,
Auburn; Melva Hentschke, Auburn; Max
Schmerl, Auburn; Colin Traeger,
Auburn; Kevin Modra, Auburn; _G.
Zwieiser, Auburn; Grant Manners, Port
Wakefield; Connie Williams, .Halbury;
Dorothy Hoepner; Vicky Moore,
Auburn; Peter Marston, Polish Hill
River: Helen Williams, Auburn; T.
Trezise, Farrell Flat; Betty Sparman,

Auburn; Thompson, J150 Board;
Peter and David Houldsworth; John
Pope, Mintaro, and Jim Pearson,
Mintaro.
Other

3 é)eople have contributed things,
time and labour for the re-enactment.
These have included Barbara Haynes
and Bridget Bannear, art work for the
brochures; Bob Noye, text for the broch-
ures; Ian Auhl, historical information;
Jim Kelly, bullocks and a dray; Jim
Lowe, mules, donkeys and wagon:
Balaklava National Trust, bullock dray;

S.T. Gill exhibition, 1986 - Bridget and Billy Bannear dressed for the occasion.

The committee is about to launch three
fundraising ventures, the sale of a copper

medallion, commemorative wine and
this souvenir edition.
Hopefully the committee will have

adequate funds by October, 1986, to stage
the re-enactment in a manner which
would instruct us and advertise the
heritage left behind when the Patent
Copper Company carted ore and coal
between Burra and Port Wakefield. Final
Elanmn will depend on the weather, but

opefully our copper carting adventure
will not suffer the fate of some of the
original travellers.

After the re-enactment, the committee
will continue to exist to administrate a
National Trust Grant. This grant will be
used to conduct a heritage survey of the
Gulf Road, and for the publication of a
report in 1988, which will place the road,
as a single entity, onto the Register which
defines the build and natural environ-
ment of Australia.

[revor Walshaw, Burra C y
Press; Colin Fiddock and Mary
Woollacott, help in the Burra Community
Library; Colin Donlon, stringy bark for
bullock poles; T. & P. Jones tannery,
hides for leather bags; L. Jenkins,
donkeys; Horrocks Winery, commemor-
ative wine; Jim Valladares, renovations
to dray; Bridget Bannear, costumes;
Betty Ryan, art work for medallion and
souvenir edition; Brian Riggs, for use of
the old Smelting Works Store which
stands on his property.

COPPER CARTING MEDALLION
ne of the fund raising ventures
of the Mid North Committee

Owill be the sale of a copper
medallion delpicting the carting of
copper by bullock drafz. and the light-
ering of the ore to large ships by
sailing barges.

The initial design specifications were
laid down by Bob Noye, Clare, whose

_The main objectives set by the

R ey cering ey

halfway point in the route, the wild antics|

of the drivers.
The wine is a once only vintage, with
only 120 dozen being produced. The wine

will be on sale at Horrocks Winery, hotels
and restaurants along the route, at Clare,
and at the Burra Copper Festival.

COSTUMING THE
RE-ENACTMENT

he costumes of the bullockies,

muleteers, and some of the

other participants in the Gulf
Road re-enactment have been desig-
ned and made by Bridget Bannear of
Saddleworth.

Bridget's interest in J150 costumes was
kindled when she attended a costuming
course in 1985. This course was run by
Brian Reader, the state’s official J150
costumer and author of three books on
the costumes of the 1830’s. It was here
that she learnt the specialist skills requi-
red for authentic historical costumes.
These skills built upon some twenty years
experience of dressmaking. Bridget’s
formal training in dressmaking includes
drafting, textile science and history of
costumes. She has also had an urgent
practical education in the nearly lost arts
of starching and old fashioned
laundering.

Research has been a vital part of the
costume making project. Along with all
other aspects of the re-enactment,
Bridget felt that it was important to make
the costumes as authentic as possible. A
major source of information came from
the paintings of §.T. Gill, who was one of
the few artists of the 1840's to record in
detail the activities of the South Austra-
lian working class. A second valuable
source of information was Brian Reader
who gave advice on fabric types and
general trends of the era.

On her recent trip to Sydney, Bridget’s
research was greatly helped by the staff
of the Power House Museum, where
several rare specimens of work clothes
are kept. Bridget was delighted to see
that the garments she had been making
were very similar to the originals.

The wgrking man’s dress most often

Jubilee 150
COPPER TREK REENACTMENT
COMMEMORATIVE WINE

HORROCKS WinEs
LEBRATE QU JUBILEE YEAR

ANBTHE SURRA T WAKE S0
QCKIES WHO MADE T
TREK AN MPORTANT PART

OF SOUTH AUSTRALIAS WERTAGE

———— 750M| ———
PRODUCE OF AUSTRALIA

GRANT TO FUND HERITAGE
SURVEY OF THE GULF ROAD

|

of a drop shouldered shirt with
full sleeves. Two shirts were worn, both
of the same design, the outer one made of
a heavier material and serving the
purpose of a coat. The trousers were
whole fall (a large flap in the days before
flies) trousers, held up by braces, though
.the bullockies sometimes added a belt as
well. Brightly coloured scarves or
cravats were worn, and the outfit was
completed with a felt or cabbage tree (a
very fine straw) hat. Commonly used
fabrics were various weights of cotton,
with some flannel and corduroy.
Working women were much less fre-
quently depicted in the paintings and did
not play a large part in the cartage of ore
and coal along the Gulf Road. Women
were only seen in the towns, farms and
hotels along the way. Their garb was a
more sober reflection of the grand gowns
we have seen worn at the 1986 celebra-
tion balls. Colours were duller, and cut
and trimming much less elaborate.

For this re-enactment Bridget will
make about 20 shirts and a dozen pairs of
trousers. She will also wear on the tripan
example of a working woman’s

3 dress,
which she has, of course, made herself.

Committee has received a

The Mid North Regional J150
National Trust Grant to




Committee were Tirst to raise sufficient
funds to stage the re-enactment in an au-
thentic manner; then, to get the
necessary animal teams, drivers and
equipment; and finally to advertise the
re-enactment so as many as possible
would have the chance to participate in
all, or part of the journey. In the spirit of
the J150 Board, this is an event for all to
take part in.

So far the committee has raised
$7,697.63 towards the anticipated costs of
$15,000. The committee wishes to thank
and acknowledge the following who have
contributed money from 10-6-84 to 1-7-86: -

Saddleworth and Auburn Council  $200
Wakefield Plains Council $200
Burra Burra Council $200

Clare District Council $200
Clare District Council $1,000
Burra Burra Council 1,00

o | and selecuns

Irom murra 1s Dasea on many years ot
Fauent research. Bob also acted as judge
or a design competition.

Schools and adults in the region assoc-
iated with the Gulf
approached to submit desi,

conduc eritage Survey of the

?ullé Road from Burra to Port Wake-
ie;

The $4,800 grant will finance the study,

i ding written and verbal histories, an

Bank put up $250 for prize money and
there was an adult and children's section,

The winners were - Primary School

rize: Nicky Crawford, Saddleworth

rimary; Catherine Leo, Port Wakefield
Primary; Adult prize: Julian Holder,
Watervale; Angie Henbest, Clare.

The ideas convel\;ed by the winners,
and a host of other drawings, were
studied by the committee. A key design
emerged which focussed around a
drawing by Evelyn Wilson, Auburn.

Betty Ryan, Halbury, took on the res-
ponsibility of getting the design finalised,
the manufacturers, who

were to be A.J. Parkes Pty. Ltd., Queens-

Saddleworth and Auburn Council  $250 land. A bank loan was taken out from the

'Vllg INOK‘ll;\oCBa"“gTS s3 ggo Commonwealth Bank, Clare, and the
Jubilee ol ﬁdf s 10 | 1:000 were minted in Julf’ 1986.

i d ‘North T rowservlce $10 The medallions will sell for $3 and will

x& JorSm Yhe $10 %e availla‘}:llseo gom the N[Kid Nlcnrtl

egiona ommittee, from loca

g?}ke}glhellld Plains Council SI,(le)g J150 committees, hopefully will be on

B. Wilson, Auburn Hotel $10
B. Ryan and R. Bickle $2i

Adelaide and Wallaroo Fertiliser  $250
Agcorp Farmers $10
R.W. & N.J. Schopp $10
Rising Sun Hotel $10
Auburn Roadhouse $10
Beckers Serv-wel Store $10
Auburn Uniting Church $10

Bank Interest $67.63

To come: Port Wakefield J150 Commit-
tee; Auburn National Trust; Balaklava
ll'<‘ine Foods; Reid’s Serv-Wel, Balak-
ava

The committee is still raising funds by
seeking sponsors. Also some funds have

been promised by the three district
councils and the J150 Board.
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sale at the Adelaide Show, and will be

0 available during the re-enactment.

archaeol'oglcal survey and the pubhc-
ation of a report.

The survey will be conducted by ar-
chaeologist, David Bannear, and Mr Bob
Noye, of Clare, a photographic historian
and expert on the Burra copper carting
roads.

The finished report, having identified
what’s left of the road and any associated
features, wnII form the basis for inclusion
of the Gulf Road, as a single entity, on to:
the National Trust.

Wanted

Information on the Gulf Road from des-
cendents and others regarding bullock-
ies and Chilean muleteers, structures
built and material used, drays, wagons.
and pack saddles, sallmg barges loading’

?nfld unloading facilities at Port Wake-
1e
Any information most welcome

please contact David Bannear, 19 Whip|

Street, Saddleworth SA 5413 - phone (088) |

474 284.

COMMEMORATIVE WINE

he Mid North Regional J150
TCommittee has a commemor-
ative wine for sale. Itis a Rhine
Reisling, vintaged 1986 and produced
by Ackland Bros., Mt Horrocks, from
grapes grown on their property.
Ackland Bros were approached in the
first place because their winery is built
on property which has a direct historical
connection with the Gulf Road. The site
was a restmg place for the copper cartin,

teams, possibly the horses o
troopers who were policing, from this

Acknowledgements

Concept formulated by: Roger

Manuel, David and Bridget Bannear,
Phil Walker.

Editors: Steve and Ann Maloney,
David Bannear.

Writers: David Bannear and Ann
Maloney.

Contributors: Geraldlne Pearce, Es|*
Hoepner, Bill Gregor, Lambert,
Martin Smith, Chris Reed ue Laslett,

Phil Walker, Bndget Bannear Barbara

Chapman, Elaine Jericho, Martin Smith,

John Wilson.

Who would have guessed? Bill
Gregor points out a watering
place on the Gulf Road.

Art Work: Betty Ryan, Halbury; South
Australian Art Gallery for use of several
.T. Gill water colours.

Photographs: Sue Laslett, David
Bannear, Steve Maloney, Geraldine
Pearce, ‘lIan Auhl Collection’, Burra
Cummumty Library, Albert Bannear.

Greg Drew, Steve Jones, Jim Kelly,
Helen Stockman.

Layout: Roger Manuel,
Producer; and Phil Walker.

Proof reading: Steve and Ann
Maloney.

Main sources of miormatlon ‘Ian Auhl
Collection’; Bob Noye; P.F. Donovan
Port Wakefield and "District’; Greg
Drew, Dept of Mines; Reg
‘Bullocky im’, Naracoorte;
Club ‘Bullock Teams' by Olaf R;

logise for any inadvertent infringe-
mento copyright.

Plains

=4

19886

JCONF 0 3ER 3R X XWX
IR O G XX A VX IVE =

Food

Depicting the

SATURDAY NIGHT
11th OCTOBER
FREE Family Entertainment

Banks of Burra Creek
Country Music Bands

& Drinks available

RURAL YOUTH SHOW DISCO
ARTS COUNCIL SPECTACULAR
At the Redruth Gaol
A Sound and Light Production
By Flinders University Drama Group

Reformatorys Early History

COFFPrERTOWIN FESITIIUVAX.. j
BRI A-S.A.

OCT, RAIIEX, A2 XX, AT AEX

150

Y/

1836 SOUTH AUSTRALIA 1988
e

SUNDAY, 12th OCTOBER

BURRA SHOW
Featuring:
Grand Parade

Full Catering Facilities

Miss Show Girl Horses in Action

Sheep and Wool Displays Shearing Competition

FESTIVAL OFFICIAL OPENING

Street Procession — Buskers, Clowns, Floats
Burra Yacht Club Regatta — Copperman Competition
Puppet Show, Jubilee Wombat,

Gold Panning on Burra Creek,

Cavalcade of Cars, Scenic Flights
Arts and Crafts, Bands performing

ENTRY TO BURRA CREEK AREA $2.00 PER ADULT

SUNDAY NIGHT
Burray Yacht Club Cabaret
érts Qounpil




CO-ORDINATOR

Mr. C.M. Reed

3 Le Lante Street,

Burra, S.A. 5417
\Telephone: (088) 92 2382

Spectacular
Redruth Gaol

MONDAY 13th OCTOBER
Bullockies Breakfast
Start of “THE GULF ROAD”

A re-enactment to commemorate

e 4 the bullockies and muleteers
aECRETARY who carted copper ore, coal and
Pg. Ea r;lgho"s other materials along the

Gulf Road between Burra and

Burra, S.A. 5417 Pt. Wakefield.

Telephone: (088) 92 2446
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BURRA BURRA MINE 1845-1877

C Pickett, in 1845. The South Aus-
tralian Mining Association gained
ownership of the property, and com-
menced operation in September,
1845. The ore was very rich and large
profits were made in the early years.

By 1850 Burra was the largest metal-
liferous mine in Australia and produced
5% of the world’s copper up until 1860.
More than 1,000 men and boys were em-
glqudhduring this period, many of them
ornisn.

The Cornish Connection

Like most other mines in the Colony,
Burra mainly employed Cornish miners
who brought with them their traditional
mining methods and social customs.

Burra housed the first large concen-
tration of Cornish people in South Aust-
ralia, and they remained until the 1860’s,
when the miners were lured away to new
co;ﬂaer discoveries at Moonta and
Kadina, on Yorke Peninsula.

. Virtually all positions of responsibility
at the Burra went to Cornishmen. Mining
operations were organised on typicall
Cornish lines, with miners working bot!
tribute (small groups of men, often
family groups, who paid a proportion of
the ore won) and tutwork (men working
for fixed wage). )

Cornish beam engines were brought
out from Cornwall for pumping and
winding purposes, along with roll
crushers and stamps for pulverizing the
ore.

opper ore was discovered at
Burra by a shepherd, Thomas

Morphett’s Engine House

Burra was a ‘wet’ mine, the water level
?:Qi:;g reached at the 22 fathom level in

Horse whims were initially used to de-
water the workings, but as shafts went
deeper they were incalpable of keeping
the new levels dry. In 1849 the first
Cornish umfping engine was erected at
Roach’s Shaft. By 1852 it was redundant,
with the pumping work being done by a
much larger beam engine erected at
Schneider’s Shaft.

Morphett’s engine house was erected
at Morphett's Shaft in 1858. The 80 inch
beam engine worked at eight ponderous
strokes per minute and could raise
16,128,000 gallons each week. Water
raised by the pumps was used to drive
several water wheeled - powered crush-

ers.
Rising costs, declining production and
a depressed world copper price brought
about a new style of mining at Burra.
In 1867 John Darlington, a mining
ot England 1 4

open cutting rather than underground
mining to maximise production. Barring
the engine houses, most of the old plant
was removed when open-cut operations
commenced in 1870. The new way was not
a success, and despite recommencing
underground operations in 1875, the mine
and the great pumps shut down in 1877.

"

Burra Burra Mine. Willi
Morphett's

0 e g .

am Bentley. A section of his 1858 sketch showing
ourtesy N I Trust of S.A.

1906. Soon to be stripped of machinery and gutted by fire - courtesy R.J. Noye.

‘amng’. Morphett’s engine house c.

mencing open cut mining in 1971. The
mine was purchased by Adelaide and
Wallaroo Fertilizers Ltd in 1978, who
I\Szxiked it until exhaustion of ore in early

ation work on the engine house and sur-
rounds is also being funded by the
Departments of Mines and Energy and
Tourism.

Morphett's éngine house and shaft will
be open (for a small fee) for viewing
during the long weekend of the Copper
Festival.

being excavated (part of it having been
collapsed) and retimbered using original
timber and lagging retrieved from the
mine in recent open cut operations.

When completed this project will be the
Pump. Houses Today final leg of the Jubilee 150 Burra Heritage
Graves Engine House still stands, |Town Project. Restoration and present-
more or less in a pristine state, unlike
Schneider's engine house which was
demolished during the recent open
cutting. Morphett’s engine house was
stripped of its machinery in the 1920's
(for scrap) and soon afterwards boys
ki started a

g out re
fire which gutted the house.
A Giant Awakens

The restoration of Morphett's engine
house commenced in earnest earlier in
the year. The stone work has been done

y local masons, Pearse Memorials, and
Jim Elliott of Burra has done the carpen-
tr*work.

'he most delicate part of the operation
was lifting and placing of four huge

Shortly before the mine’s closure a
third pump house was erected at Grave’s
Shaft. Although designed to intersect
with a ‘rich’ lode, high dewatering costs
and a further decline in the cogper price
saw the mine close before its’ beam
engine was installed.

part from a small amount of tribut-
ing, the mine remained dormant until
1961 when the Department of Mines

lengths of oregon, specia]ly imported
from North America. The sizes needed
were unobtainable in Australia. Two of
the beams weighed two and a half tonnes,
and will support the second storey floor of

the engine house, and the two balconies,
from which visitors will be able to view
Morphett's Shaft below, and the open cut
mine pool beyond.

The top 25 metres of Morphett’s Shaft is




began investigations. These were fol-
lowed up by Mines Exploration Pty Ltd
and Samin Ltd, with the latter recom-

to be retimbered, and visitors will be able
to enter the shaft via the original miner’s
entrance. At the moment the entrance is

Recent open-cut operations stopped short of

ion work in progress.
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orphett’s engine house. Restorat-

THE BON ACCORD MINE

dam Smith, the British econo»’
mist, defined mining as a lot-
tery. This certainly was the
case at Burra. The big winners were
the South Australian Mining Asso-
ciation with the Burra Burra mine,
but there were many losers.

One such loser in the mining lottery
was the Bon Accord Mining Company. In
hope of catching rich lodes just outside,
the northern boundary of the Burra
Burra mne, this Company sunk shafts, |
sent drives southwards, erected
bulldin%s. installed equipment and hired
men. espite extensive operations,
covering some 20 years, they experien-
ced very little joy.

In March, 1847, the ‘Register’ reported |
that mineral blocks adjoining the Burra
Burra mine had been principally taken
on account of two capitalists in Aberdeen,
Scotland. The name Bon Accord was
chosen, being the name of the ‘gude’
town. By May, representatives of the Bon
Accord mine, consisting of a Mr]|
Moorhead, Captain Spango and other
employees arrived on the site and broke |
fresh ‘ground with ”"a success which
would justify and encourage extended
operation forthwith”.

No major lode was found, and any
further exploratory work on the mine
appears to have ground to a half, aided
and abetted no doubt by the exodus of
labour to the Victorial goldfields.

The extent of this labour drain is shown
in reports issued by the Burra Burra
mine pro%rietorsA In April, 1852, they
reported that it had caused considerable
disturbance to their operations, b

ipping almost two thirds of their wor
force. Within a few months they were
forced to shut down theg)umps. letting the
water rise, and confining their ver
limited workforce to zy.\eratmg in the old,
shallow levels. By January, 1855, the
attraction of the goldfields had suffi-
ciently diminished and the pumps were
set going once more, with the proprietors
confident of a steady supply of labour.

Although not doing much on the mining
side, the Bon Accord Company laid out
the township of Aberdeen, on a part of
their property which was considered the
least likely to be disturbed by mining
operations.

Bon Accord miné manager’s residence
and engineers shop - courtesy of Burra
National Trust.

In May, 1858, the Bon Accord Company
was reported as working their property.
About twenty men were being employed,
with two new shafts opened - Jeffrey's
and Killicoat's. Water had come into the
former. Within five months work had
ceased while a pumphouse was erected.

The pumphouse alp ears to have taken
about a year to build. The ‘Register’ 19-
11-1859 reports, "Mr Brown is rapidly
bringing the building at the mine to com-
pletion. The offices are covered in, the
engine house is ready for the reception of
the en%me and the chimney is up 38 ft of
the 60 ft which is to be its height”.

The pum'xping engine was obtained
locally. he ‘Register' 8-9-1859
advertised for tender....."the erection of
a 50 cylinder condensing engine, and for
setting two Cornish boilers at the Bon
Accord mine, to include the removal of
the said engine and boilers from the
Burra Burra mine, where the engine is
now lying in pieces ready of carriage”.
Known as Roach’s engine, it had com-
menced working at the Burra Burra mine
in October 1849, but had proven to be too
small and was soon replaced.

With the pump operating, mining re-
commenced at the Bon Accord.
December, 1860, it was announced that
lode of cc:rper had been struck, but its
extent and value had not been determi-
ned. Optimism and mining continued for
another two years. ‘Register’ 20-6-1862,
reported that at least a piece of ground
which bore %ood promise had been struck
and that on faith of the discovery 16 men
had been put to work. Such dreams were
soon dashed. In December, it was,
arfnounced that operations at the Bon
Accord mine were definitely stopped - not
suspended, but "nacked’ as Cousin Jack
would say.

Although not successful in this mining
venture, the Bon Accord Company di
establish facilities which could be used.
Aberdeen saw renewed activity in the
mid 1870’s with the coming of the railway.
The flooded shaft on the mine, and some
of the mine buildings, were converted,
and used to supply the town with water,

'he Bon Accord mine site is a splendid
companion for the nearby Burra Burra
mine. Here, side by side, stand the

5

o

Trust.

physical remains of two extremes of the
mining lottery, the dizzy heights of
success and the reality of failure.

The National Trust's newest venture
will be the opening of the Bon Accord
Mine. Among many things, the mine
shaft will be illuminated and a rich social

Bon Accord residence - re-used as the Burra Waterworks residence - Edward
Charles Seddmann, wife and five eldest children - courtesy of Burra National

history of the mines and the men'who
mined them will be presented inc]udmia
unique 6 metre by 5 metre model of the
Burra Burra mine, as it looked in 1860.

The Bon Accord will be open for inspec-
tion over the entire weekend. An
entrance fee will be charged.

BURRA COPPER FESTIVAL

his Kearfs Copper Festival will

be the sixth one to be held. The

first festival took place in 1972,
in conjunction with the opening of
Peacock’s Chimney by the Governor,
Sir Mark Oliphant.

This chimney has been resited by the
National Trust in its present position, at
the entrance to the Burra Burra mine,
after being demolished by open cut min-
ing in the 1970's.

1l enquiries regarding the Copper
Festival can be directed to Elly Nicholls,
PO Baﬁ 7, Burra - phone (088) 922 446; or
Chris Reed, 3 Le Lante Street, Burra -
phone (088) 922 382.

Saturday October 11

The Burra Show Society has tradition-
ally held its show on the Saturday of the
October long weekend. Held each three
years it has become a main attraction of
the Festival. Thisxear it will have man,
new and varied attractions whic!
promise to be very entertaining. For
example, Bullocky Jim Kellg will be
demonstrating his team of Shorthorn
bullocks in the main arena, similar to
what he will be doing at the Royal
Adelaide Show.

Wool will be a main feature at this
year’s show. There will be a blade and
mechanical shearing demonstration,
handpiece display, fashion parades, wool
promotion by G.H. Michell and Sons, and
a technical display by the Marleston
School of Wool, Technical College. High-
lghts from the successful promotion of
‘On The Sheep's Back’ will also be given.

Sunday October 12

Sunday heralds the main festival day
and centres on Market Square and Burra
Creek. The day begins with a street proc-
ession, which is reputed to be the best
outside of Adelaide.

The procession commences at llam
from Peacock's Chimney and progresses
to Market Square, ingston Street,
Smelts Road and onto the School Oval.
Chief Steward, Ross Drew, who has
organised the two past processions, will
again take on the job of marshalling
around a thousand people and numerous
animal teams and floats. At the complet-
ion of the procession activities will be
focussed on the Burra Creek area.

Burra Creek has become a main
attraction of the town ever since its
constant runninﬁ was ensured with the
de-watering of the Burra Burra mine in
the 1970’s and its subsequent damming.
With adequate water in the creek the
Burra Yacht Club was formed and its
regatta will be a feature of the day. Many
unusual events will be conducted on the
water, providing something for all ages.

Entry tothe Burra Creek area will be $2
per adult. A host of food, craft and
novelty stalls will cater for all needs and
entertainment will include bush bands
and long and varied performances.

On Saturday night there will be the
choice of two events. The popular Yacht
Club Cabaret, and a Flinders University
Senior Drama Student's production in the
historic Redruth Gaol.

The University student’s production of
‘She’ll Be Riot’ concentrates on the era
when the building was used as a girls re-
formatory. The production has been
based on many month’'s historical
research and will consist of re-creations
of actual occurrences at the gaol,
depicted by giant puppet characters,

A stree of cottages - Paxton Square,
Burra.

bonfires, dance and music, vignettes and
scripted pieces, film and video. The
action will take place in and around the
gaol. Performances will also be given on

unday and possibly Monday nights.
Monday October 13

The highlight of Monday’s activities
will be the start of the coner carting re-
enactment. The day will begin with a
bullockies’ breakfast held at the Burra
Creek. The bullock, mule and donkey
teams will then be yoked up and travel to
the old Smeltin, ork’s Store.

At the Store the teams will be loaded
with Burra co‘gper. kindly donated by
Adelaide and Wallaroo Fertiliser Com-
gany Kim Bonython, chairman of the

outh Australian Jubilee 150 Board, will
then officially send off the teamsters on
their long journey to Port Wakefield,
where on Saturday November 1 the ore
will be loaded onto the ketch ‘Falie’.

All are welcome to walk with the bul-
lockies and muleteers and the day’s
journey will only be a short one so as to
cater for all levels of fitness. The first
camp will be set up near the corner of the
Burra bylpass and Barrier Highwai/,
Buses will be laid on to convey people
back to Burra.

B, 0

BURRA NATIONAL TRUST

he Burra Branch of the Nation-

I al Trust will be inviting visitors

A and locals to visit their many
historical sites on this special
Coppertown Festival long weekend.

Available for inspection will be:

Redruth Gaol - site of the making of the
film ‘Breaker Morant’ and venue for the
Flinders University drama presentation
‘She’ll Be Riot’.

Miners Dugouts - original homes of
Burra miners and their families in the
1840’s, which were excavated into the
banks of the Burra Creek.

‘Malowen Lowarth’ meaning
‘Hollyhock garden'. This cottage, fur-
nished in 1850's style, is one of the Paxton
group and is presented to show the fur-
nishings and lifestyle of our first settlers
in Burra.

Market Square Museum - a quaint shop
and cottage furnished fitted with arti-
facts 1880-1920. :

The Lockup - first police building in
Burra. The original section, consisting of
ﬁigles and cobbled yard, was built in

The Unicorn Brewery - whose cellars
were built in 1873. These underfround
cellars are normally only accessible by
special arrangements, but will be open
for the long{weekend‘

Powder Magazine - Australia’s oldest
mine building in existence, situated at
the historic Burra mine site.

These seven sites will be manned by
volunteers from the Burra National
Trust. Passports will be available from
the Tourist Office and from each of the
sites for $5 adult, $2 child, and family
ticket $12. Individual site entry will also
be available for a small charge.

Special attractions for the weekend

k e
0ld stack, new location for Peacock’s
Chimney.

Two new ventures, coming from the
Jubilee 150 Burra Heritage Project, will
be on show during the Copper Festival.

The Burra National Trust will be pres-
enting their newly opened Bon Accord
Mine Shaft, and the Mines and Energy
Department will be guiding visitors
around the recently restored Morphett's
engine house and shaft. These sites will
be open on all days of the long weekend.

..4...\:

Underground dwellings - original homes of Burra miners.
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MINTARO -
A VIEW FROM THE PUB

he past few years have brought
a tremendous upsurge of in-

Tterest in the history and

heritage of South Australia. Not the
least reminder of some intriguing
yarns and the architecture of those
early years are e old pubs
scattered throughout the length and

THE

NEW BREED ARRIVES

- MINTARO TODAY

Imost 140 years after the Vil-
lage of Mintaro was founded, a

—— Tﬁ
*v )

T ——

Anew breed of pioneer has come
to the village and much restoration
work has been carried out in recent
times.

One of the cottages to be restored is
‘Robinson’s Cottage’ built by Samuel



breadth of the State. They have a
colonial flavour all of their own.

The township of Mintaro comprises the
subdivision of Section 187 and part
Section 316, Hundred of Clare, County of
Stanley. The whole of Sections 187 and 316
were originally purchased by Henry
Gilbert, solicitor of Gilbert Place,
Adelaide, at a land sale held on July 18,
1849. Each section, comprising of 80
acres, cost £80. The land was subdivided
into 80 allotments and designated as the
‘Village of Mintaro’ in about 1845.

South Australia was in the depths of
serious financial depression when copper
was discovered at Burra in 1845. The
mining of this immense deposit saw a
turn in the tide of the affairs of the colony,
and brought many people from many
countries to the area. At the height of the
mining boom something like 1,200 bullock
drivers and their teams hauled copper
ore between Burra and Port Henr;
(today’s Port Wakefield) and from Burra
to Port Adelaide.

The bullockies travelled in long
convoys, and where they made camp,
little inns sprung up and around these
developed small townships. The distance
between towns tended to be the average
distance a team could travel in a day. At
the end of the dreary, weary day the bul-
lockies were ready to rest for the night,
and their tired beasts were set free.
Bullock bells around their necks revealed

their location in the morning. Later
bullock drays gave way to Chilean mules
and their drivers.

Mintaro was laid out in 1849 as a
stopping place for the teams. In 1850
Matthew Muir opened an inn to cater for
the drivers. This he named the Magpie
and Stump, though this colourful name
was not long afterwards changed to the

¥ Mintaro Hotel. There were cue nga'ards
1

for the bullocks behind the inn and with
braying mules, bellowing bullocks, to say
nothing of the uproar created by
brawling drivers, the night was
frequently made "hideous with sound”.

Copper carting along the Gulf Road
lasted for about ten years, the traffic
being diverted to Gawler. The little town
did not die. Among the things which kept
it going was the mining of slate.

late, the only deposit of its quality in

Australia, was discovered in the early i
1850's, and when a flagstone was sent to

an exhibition in London, winning a first
prize, its name was made. Mintaro slate
1s recognised today for the outstanding
success of its use in billiard tables.

The two storey hotel, though destroyed
by fire in 1904, was rebuilt and still
carries on its trade. In the late 1970's
permission was granted by the Licensin
Court for the restoration of its origina
name, Magpie and Stump. In 1985-86 the
re-opening of dining rooms and the
faithful restoration of the adjoininﬁ
bakery, was completed, bringing bac!
some of the charm and memories of the

o

ast.
The Magpie and Stump must rank

Robinson in 1851. Tt has been faithfully
restored and furnished with a remark-
,atble display of fire engines surrounding
1

Another is Martindale Hall, a famous
Georgian mansion, which stands amid
rolling pastures and gardens shrouded by
hu}ge gums and English evergreens.

(w{amt early gub with the name of
‘The Magpie and Stump Hotel’ is a true
country pub. A place where people meet
and some relics are displasyed.

The Mintaro General Store and the
Teapot Inn has continued the outstand-
work of the modern day pioneers. It
takes one back to the pre-self service
days of the service grocer and storekeep-

T

The maFic of Mintarois captured in the
cottage of cobbler and harness maker,
Hugh Reill{. now known as Reilly’s
Cottage Gallery. A fine stone building
houses Mintaro Anti?ues with Wally
Dickinson's collection from the past.

On the edge of the town common is
Mintaro Mews, a charming reconstruc-
tion of a group of the town's earliest
commercial buildings.

Mintaro Cellars, the only local winery,
stands in the historic township. Like most
of the activities in Mintaro, it is personal.

among the most Australian of names for

an early colonial pub, and in its wa!\;.‘a £
eir

memorial to those early driversand t
patient, plodding teams.
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A visit or overnight stay
is a worthwhile
experience.

Dinner, bed and breakfast
accommodation. Fully
licensed.

Open for viewing

1.00 - 4,00 daily.

Closed Christmas Day.

For further information
w o

Beverley & Philip Adams
PO Box 32

X 32,
Mintaro SA 5415
or Telephone (088) 439011







Come, stay
and Enjoy
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~ AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST
COLLECTION O

o
F FIRE i 4
ENGINES, FIRE FIGHTING 1
EQ IPME AND HELMETS

Whilst visiting historic
ROM 1849-1944 Mintaro call and be

welcomed by friendly
country people at the

MAGPIE &
STUMP
HOTEL

Burra Street, Mintaro

Phone (088) 439 014

ROBINSONS
COTTAGE
MUSEUM

A SUPERBLY RESTORED
1851 SETTLERS COTTAGE
with ® refreshments ® picnic areas

SPECIAL ATTENTION TO
GROUP BOOKINGS

Prop: John & Yvonne Pope

"Quality country

cooked counter meals
at down to earth
Hill St., Mintaro
\___Phone (088) 439 029

i 4 ¥ e ¥ L , . " a ; ] \ country priCeS"J
PAULETT b B . v iy
WINES I

POLISH HILL RIVER
Box 50, Sevenhill
HOURS : 10 am - 4.30 pm
Premium Regional Red
and White Wines
PHONE (088) 434 328

Mintaro welcomes
WALLY & RUTH
SARAH & CLARE DIXON

OPENING SOON

MINTARO
ANTIQUES

DELPHI
PARK

PRIVATE

FAUNA

RESERVE
MINTARO _ Bl s = OENIAN RY 1987
SUPERIOR ; : :
SLATE

FOR

Combustion stove bases, hearths,
mantelpieces, sills, steps,

table and bench tops, verandah

Enjoy the small
winemaking experience at

Mintaro Cellars

The winery welcomes visitors for
tastings and sales from dawn to
dusk, seven days a week.

Leasingham Road,
Mintaro SA 5415
Telephone (088) 439 046

| LA T




edging, tiles, formal or crazy paving
FOR BEDROCK PRICES CONTACT

Mintaro Slate Quarries Pty Ltd
(088) 439 077 : A/hrs 423 759

[ Reilly’s: ]
Cottage Gallery

State artlsts an

Art Gallery
STEVEN DEUTSCHER, HELEN
ORAM. WILMOTTE \VlLLlAMS

RY MILTON, RBAR.
FARGHER, RUSSEL PHILIPS
HARRY SHERWIN CRAIG
BOWYER.

Craft Shop
CERAMICS TEXTILES
GLASS WOOD ENAMELS
LEATHER POTTERY
SILVER, FRECIOUS METALS
& much more
OPEN Wed-Sun & Hohdays 10 am -5 pm
Burra St., Mintaro 5415

Luxury weekend or weekly

accommodation in old stone
cottages in historic Mintaro

PH. (088) 439 093

\ Telephone (088) 439 013 i

The Alternative Place to
DRINK e EAT e SLEEP

Mintaro
Mews

(088) 439 001

A delightful relaxed and
unpretentious hideaway that
will become you and your
friends own special discovery.
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MINTARO
GENERAL
STORE

FEATURING
‘THE TEAPOT
INN’

£
® 1ot & Cold Meals
® Devonshire Teas
® Light Lunches
® Deli & Gen. Store
Take-Away Food
@® Non-Alcoholic Beverages
Open 9 am - 10 pm
7 Days a week

® Picnic Baskets Available
(088) 439 037 ~

- AUSTRALIA'S LARGEST
CO F FI

ROBINSONS
COTTAGE
MUSEUM

A SUPERBLY RESTORED
1851 SETTLERS COTTAGE

with ® refreshments ® picnic areas

SPECIAL ATTENTION TO
GROUP BOOKINGS

Prop: John & Yvonne Pope
Mintaro

__Phone (088) 439 029 -
PAULETT

WINES
POLISH HILL RIVER

Box 50, Sevenhill
HOURS : 10 am - 4.30 pm
Premium Regional Red
and White Wines
PHONE (088) 434 328

Enjoy the small
winemaking experience at

Mintaro Cellars

The winery welcomes visitors for
tastings and sales from dawn to
dusk, seven days a week.
Leasingham Road,
Mintaro SA 5415
Telephone (088) 439 046

EST. 1856

MINTARO
SUPERIOR
SLATE

FOR
Combustion stove bases, hedrlhs

mantelpieces, sills, steps,
table and bench tops, verandah
edging, tiles, formal or crazy paving

FOR BEDROCK PRICES CONTACT

Mintaro Slate Quarries Pty Ltd
(088) 439 077 : A/hrs 423 759

[ Reilly’s . =
Cottage Gallery

W

Whilst visiting historic
Mintaro call and be
welcomed by friendly
country people at the

MAGPIE &
STUMP
HOTEL

Burra Street, Mintaro
Phone (088) 439 014

"Quality country
cooked counter meals
at down to earth

i

N country prices” J

Mintaro welcomes

WALLY & RUTH,
SARAH & CLARE DIXON

OPENING SOON

MINTARO
ANTIQUES

DELPHI
PARK

PRIVATE

FAUNA
RESERVE

OPENING JANUARY 1987

Luxury weekend or weekly
accommodation in old stone
cottages in historic Mintaro

PH. (088) 439 093

" MINTARO
GENERAL
STORE

FEATURING
‘THE TEAPOT
INN’




A

ate artists an

-people.

Art Gallery
VEN DEUTSCHER, HELEN
ORAM. WILMOTTE WILLIAMS,
MARY MILTON, BARBAR.
FARGHER, RUSSEL PHILIPS,
HARRY SHERWIN, CRAIG
BOWYER.

Craft Shop
CERAMICS TEXTILES
GLASS WOOD ENAMELS
LEATHER POTTERY
SILVER, PRECIOUS METALS
& much more

OPEN Wed-Sun & Holidays 10 am - 5 pm

f

Burra St., Mintaro 5415
Telephone (088) 439 013

.

The Alternative Place to
DRINK e EAT e SLEEP

Mintaro
Mews

(088) 439 001

A delightful relaxed and
unpretentious hideaway that
will become you and your
friends own special discovery.

I
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Devonshire Teas
Light Lunches
Deli & Gen. Store
Take-Away Food
® Non-Alcoholic Beverages
Open 9 am - 10 pm
7 Days a week

® Picnic Baskets Available
(088) 439 037 -

~ AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST
OF FIRE

COLLECTION

ROBINSONS

COTTAGE
MUSEUM

A SUPERBLY RESTORED
1851 SETTLERS COTTAGE

with ® refreshments ® picnic areas

SPECIAL ATTENTION TO
GROUP BOOKINGS

Prop: John & Yvonne Pope
Hill St., Mintaro

~\__ Phone (088) 439 029

—
Whilst visiting historic
Mintaro call and be
welcomed by friendly
country people at the

MAGPIE &
STUMP
HOTEL

Burra Street, Mintaro

PAULETT
WINES

POLISH HILL RIVER

Box 50, Sevenhill
HOURS : 10 am - 4.30 pm
Premium Regional Red
and White Wines
PHONE (088) 434 328

Enjoy the small

winemaking experience at

Mintaro Cellars

The winery welcomes visitors for
tastings and sales from dawn to

dusk, seven days a week.
Leasingham Road,
Mintaro SA 5415
Telephone (088) 439 046

Phone (088) 439 014

"Quality country
cooked counter meals
at down to earth

3 ”
N country prices J

Mintaro welcomes

WALLY & RUTH,
SARAH & CLARE DIXON

OPENING SOON

MINTARO
ANTIQUES

- MI

EST. 1856

SUPERIOR
SLATE

FOR

Combustion stove bases, hearths,
mantelpieces, sills, steps, i

NTARO

DELPHI
PARK

PRIVATE

FAUNA
RESERVE

OPENING JANUARY 1987

Y ]

table and bench tops, verandah
edging, tiles, formal or crazy paving
FOR BEDROCK PRICES CONTACT

Mintaro Slate Quarries Pty Ltd
(088) 439 077 : A/hrs 423 759

2

o

Reilly’s

State

Art Gallery
STEVEN DEUTSCHER, HELEN
ORAM. WILMOTTE WILLIAMS,
MARY MILTON, BARBARA
FARGHER, RUSSEL PHILIPS,
HARRY SHERWIN, CRAIG
BOWYER.

Craft Shop
CERAMICS TEXTILES
GLASS WOOD ENAMELS
LEATHER POTTERY
SILVER, PRECIOUS METALS

much more

OPEN Wed-Sun & Holidays 10 am - 5 pm

A

Burra St., Mintaro 5415
Telephone (088) 439 013

X

Luxury weekend or weekly
accommodation in old stone
cottages in historic Mintaro

PH. (088) 439 093

MINTARO
GENERAL
STORE

FEATURING

‘THE TEAPOT

The Alternative Place to
DRINK e EAT e SLEEP

Mintaro
Mews

(088) 439 001
A delightful relaxed and
unpretentious hideaway that

will become you and your
friends own special discovery.

® 1ot & Cold Meals
Devonshire Teas
Light Lunches
® Deli & Gen. Store
Take-Away Food
@® Non-Alcoholic Beverages

] Open 9 am - 10 pm
k 7 Days a week
®

Picnic Baskets Available
(088) 439 037 iz
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EQUIPMENT AND HELMETS
DATING FROM 1849-1944

4 AUSTRALIA'S LARGEST
LLEC

ROBINSONS
COTTAGE
MUSEUM

A SUPERBLY RESTORED
1851 SETTLERS COTTAGE

with @ refreshments ® picnic areas

SPECIAL ATTENTION TO
GROUP BOOKINGS

Prop: John & Yvonne Pope
Hill St., Mintaro
~\__Phone (088) 439 029

PAULETT
WINES

POLISH HILL RIVER
Box 50, Sevenhill
HOURS : 10 am - 4.30 pm
Premium Regional Red
and White Wines
PHONE (088) 434 328

njoy the small
wmema ing experience at

Mintaro Cellars

The winery welcomes visitors for
tastings and sales from dawn to
dusk, seven days a week.
Leasingham Road,
Mintaro SA 5415
Telephone (088) 439 046

EST. 1856

MINTARO
SUPERIOR
SLATE

FOR
Combustion stove bases, hearths,
mantelpieces, sills, steps, cap é)mg
table and bench tops, verandah
edging, tiles, formal or crazy paving
FOR BEDROCK PRICES CONTACT

Mintaro Slate Quarries Pty Ltd
(088) 439 077 : A/hrs 423 759

N country prices A

Reilly’s )

Cottage Gallery

1]
i w.WJ Ui

eudng
artists and

Art Gallery
VEN DEUTSCHER, HEL
ORAM. WILMOTTE WILLIAMS

A RYSHFRWI . CRAIG
YER.

Cran Shop
CERAMICS TEXTILES
GLASS WOOD ENAMELS
EATHER POTTERY
SILVER, PRECIOUS METALS

& much more

The Alternative Place to
DRINK e EAT e SLEEP

Mintaro
Mews

(088) 439 001

A delightful relaxed and
unpretentious hideaway that

OPEN Wed-Sun & Hohduys 10 am - 5 pm Wil becatne you ad your
Burra St., Mintaro 5415 A o 2
\ Telephone (088) 439 013 - friends own special discovery.

| 7 Days a week
L‘ Picnic Baskets Available
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—
Whilst visiting historic
Mintaro call and be
welcomed by friendly
country people at the

MAGPIE &
STUMP
HOTEL

Burra Street, Mintaro
Phone (088) 439 014

”Quality country
cooked counter meals
at down to earth

Mintaro welcomes

WALLY & RUTH
SARAH & CLARE DIXON

OPENING SOON

MINTARO
ANTIQUES

DELPHI
PARK

PRIVATE

FAUNA
RESERVE

OPENING JANUARY 1987

Luxury weekend or weekly
accommodation in old stone
cottages in historic Mintaro

PH. (088) 439 093

MINTARO
GENERAL
STORE

FEATURING

‘THE TEAPOT
INN’

® 1ot & Cold Meals
Devonshire Teas
Light Lunches
® Deli & Gen. Store
Take-Away Food
® Non-Alcoholic Beverages

Open 9 am - 10 pm

(088) 439 037 -

COLLECTION OF FIRE
ENGINES, FIRE-FIGHTING
EQUIPMENT AND HELME
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!
DATING FROM 1849-1944
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Whilst visiting historic
Mintaro call and be
welcomed by friendly
country people at the

MAGPIE &
STUMP

LTNTMIT




COTTAGE
MUSEUM

A SUPERBLY RESTORED
1851 SETTLERS COTTAGE

with @ refreshments ® picnic areas

SPECIAL ATTENTION TO
GROUP BOOKINGS

Prop: John & Yvonne Pope
Hill St., Mintaro

__Phone (088) 439 029

PAULETT
WINES

POLISH HILL RIVER
Box 50, Sevenhill
HOURS : 10 am - 4.30 pm
Premium Regional Red
and White Wines

PHONE (088) 434 328

. Enjoy the small
winemaking experience at

Mintaro Cellars

The winery welcomes visitors for
tastings and sales from dawn to
dusk, seven days a week.
Leasingham Road,
Mintaro SA 5415
Telephone (088) 439 046

EST. 1856

MINTARO
SUPERIOR
SLATE

FOR

Combustion stove bases, hearths,
mantelpieces, sills, steps,

table and bench tops, verandah
edging, tiles, formal or crazy paving
FOR BEDROCK PRICES CONTACT

Mintaro Slate Quarries Pty Ltd
(088) 439 077 : A/hrs 423 759

Reilly’s
Cottage Gallery
Gl

_ D
1986 Mid
T pibito? D
pxht artists an
Art Gallery
STEVEN DEUTSCHER, HELEN
ORAM. WILMOTTE WILLIAMS,
MARY MILTON, BARBAR.
FARGHER, RUSSEL PHILIPS,
HARRY SHERWIN, CRAIG
BOWYER.

Craft Shop
CERAMICS TEXTILES
GLASS WOOD ENAMELS
LEATHER POTTERY
SILVER, PRECIOUS METALS
& much more

OPEN Wed-Sun & Holidays 10 am - 5 pm

T 4.

InuiLoLL

Burra Street, Mintaro
Phone (088) 439 014

”Quality country
cooked counter meals
at down to earth

country prices”

R\ (&

Mintaro welcomes

WALLY & RUTH,
SARAH & CLARE DIXON

OPENING SOON

MINTARO
ANTIQUES

DELPHI
PARK

PRIVATE

FAUNA
RESERVE

OPENING JANUARY 1987
i ;E

Luxury weekend or weekly
accommodation in old stone
cottages in historic Mintaro

PH. (088) 439 093

The Alternative Place to
DRINK e EAT e SLEEP

Mintaro
Mews

(088) 439 001

A delightful relaxed and
unpretentious hideaway that
will become you and your

Burra St., Mintaro 5415
Telephone (088) 439 013 /

friends own special discovery.

AROUND PENWORTHAM

| )

dward John Eyre and a Mr Hil

Penwortham.

_Later, a special survey was carried ou
in this area, named

Special Survey.

known as the IYK
changed later to the County of Stanley.

By 1843 the population is recorded as 34
enwortham, including the first inn-
keeper, blacksmith and shoemaker. To

at

the north ten miles were the only othe

settlers - Mr Gleeson, Mr Hughes, Mr
Fletcher and Messrs Hawkers included
in a total of 49. All these settlers were
living in a radius of 14 miles. The
Burra, and its
subsequent carting along the Gulf Road,

discovery of copper at
provided a great stimulus to this area.

Watervale

Watervale, unique with a beauty unsur-

the Gulf Road.
orrocks, with its
vista of distant ranges, to the rolling
green hills, with stately tall gums, vine-

g‘assed anywhere alon
rom the top of Mt

yards and ripening crops.

The Eyre creek begins below the Mt's
crest, to flow to join the Wakefield River.
Watervale, situated on the western bank
of Eyre creek retains much of its early
buildings, therefore keeping a oneness
with the past, and yet moving forward

into the future.

A LEADING CITIZEN
Joseph Stear Carlyon Cole

were the first explorers to this
area. They were soon followed
by John Ainsworth Horrocks in the
latter part of 1839. He settled at

the Hutt River
The area surveyed was
utt River Province, to be

B

1

t

r

John Ainsworth Horrocks

MINTARO
GENERAL
STORE

FEATURING

‘THE TEAPOT

® Hot & Cold Meals
Devonshire Teas

Light Lunches
® Deli & Gen. Store
Take-Away Food

® Non-Alcoholic Beverages

Open 9 am - 10 pm
7 Days a week

® Picnic Baskets Available

(088) 439 037 -

THE HOUSE OF QUELLTALER

rancis Treloar brought the land

where Quelltaler stands today.

On the 5th of January, 1853, he
started buildinia hut for his wife and
two children, They were stayln%thh
the Scrutchings family at Auburn,
until their hut was built.

Francis Treloar was a teamster, on the
Gulf Road, carting ore from Burra to
Port Wakefield, then backloading with
wood or coal for the Burra mines. Mr

Treloar had more than one team of
bullocks. He employed several other
teamsters to drive his teams, including
Sam Forward, Mr Fitzgerald, Thomas

Elliott.

On the 15th of January, 1854, he started
planting his first five acres and by 1856 he

had 50 acres planted. The property was
named Springvale. Later the winery was

called Quellthaler which means
n, by Quelltaler’s
first winemaker, Carl Sobels. The ‘h’ was

Springyale in Germa

Ly

T

Delivering grapes to the winery

dropped in later years for easier pro-
nunciation.
In 1861 Francis Treloar sold the

property to Sir Walter Watson Hughes,
who bought it for the good house (built
1856) and nearness to a school so his poor
relations might be educated,

Francis Treloar continued to manage
the [oroperly for some years, then in 1889
Carl Sobels, the resident winemaker,
formed a partnership with Herman
Buring to acquire the property.

Nestling in the side of the hill, the ‘Old
World’ charm of Quelltaler cellars is still
one of its attractions today. Over the
years Quelltaler’'s experience has
awarded it with many hundreds of
awards and medals for its fine wines.

TodaK, Quelltaler’'s winemaker Michel
Dietrich, believes that good wine startsin
the vineyard, and from the vine to the
bottle maximum :1uamy is demanded, to
yield a unique style of wine with charac-
tei‘ and personality, traditionally Quell-
taler.

Garden

P DS 2 o




oseph Stear Carlyon Cole was
' born in Exeter in 1832. He came
to Australia to join his uncle,
Joseph Coles at Penwortham. He
became headmaster at Auburn,
Town Clerk for the district council of
Upper Wakefield which was establi-
shed in 1852.
Cole was also the first clerk of the

Courts at Auburn, and curator of the local | 4

cemetery.

In 1857 he left the area to take up an
appointment at the Pulteney Grammar
School as headmaster. But in 1858 he
returned to Watervale, where he started
a day school at the Bible Christian
Chapel. Later, when the new school was
opened, he was to become its first head-
master.

LEASINGHAM WESLEYAN
CHURCH

arly Leasingham was posses-
sed of a hotel kept by Mr
Charles Walton, a public

pound, a day school, and a Wesleyan
Church, appropriately crowning
Chapel Hill.

The Chapel was built by the locals who
burnt the lime, carried the sand and cut
the native pines. The roof was made of
slate from Mintaro. Unfortunately, as
Reverend Ian Paull tells us, this record is
the only information of the church in its
early days. I8 ;

The church building was sold in 1903 for
£12, apparently to Mr E. Castine. It was
demoﬁshed in 1907-08. The bell from the
church now hangs in St Mary's Anglican
Church at Watervale and some of the
stonework was used in the building of the
Anglican parish hall at Auburn.

Venue at Watervale
Memorial Park

October 19 & 20

AFTERNOON TEA....3 pm
by the Watervale Red Cross

Barbecue..... 5 pm

Beer booth, stalls &
souvenir stand.
Colonial singing, dancing

bush yarns around a
campfire, & lamplight.

FOR THE CAMPERS

BREAKFAST at 8 am AT THE
WATERVALE BOWLING CLUB

THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN
CHAPEL, WATERVALE

n 1853 the Bible Christians at

Watervale formed a building
A society for the purpose of erec-
ting of a chapel. It was used by the
town as a place of worship on
Sundays, and a day school on week
ays.
On the 13th December, 1853, allot-
ments 37 and 53 were bought from Joshua
Gunn, an iron merchant of Adelaide, by
the Rev James Rowe for £5. The Bible
Christian minister held it in his name
until February, 1857, when it was signed
over to the Trustees.

On December 6, 1854, the Foundation
Stone of the chapel was laid by Mr James
Taylor. It is noted in Francis Treloar's
diary that James Carey completed
laying the stone of the new chapel on May
4.  The chapel was opened for divine
service by Mr Williams of Barossa and
Mr James Rowe of Kooringa, on June 3,
1855, with a service followed by a
luncheon catered for by the ladies of the
Parish.

A meeting of the Trustees was held on
June 11, 1866, to plan the building of a
bigger church, next to the little chapel.

rancis Treloar donated the bluestone
for the front of the church. Mr Garlick of
Adelaide was the architect. Messrs
Mellor and Scott obtained the tender for
the stone work, and Mr Knowles was a

carpenter. The new church was opened
on March 20, 1867. A resid was built

| 1} watervale

on the southern side of the new church.

Rent was fixed at €20 per annum.
On the 10th September, 1886, Metho-
o andis 4

Enjoy good
olil faghioned

dist union was a

a

Around 1908 gas lighting was installed,
then in 1925 it was converted to electri-
city.

Bible Christian Chapel - Watervale.

In 1960 it was decided to sell the manse
to Mr Ron Ward. In the back yard of the
old manse lay the remains of Mr George
Bell's wife, the only burial recorded in
the Methodist grounds. Mr Frank Faulk-
ner, an old resident of the area, left the
church a large sum of money. With this
money the church has been restored and
today it is well worth the visit.

Enjoy the warm, friendly
atmosphere of the

WATERVALE

T 2
MAIN NORTH ROAD,
CLARE VALLEY
PROPS: LINDA & PAUL
Meals from $2.50
Counter Meals 7 days a week

12-2 pm and 6-8 pm
Accommodation available

Phone (088) 430 109

OCTKS-
HORE Wingg

MINTARO ROAD
LEASINGHAM

HALF-WAY REST STOP
FOR BULLOCK TEAM

WINES - FOOD
ENTERTAINMENT

MONDAY 20 & TUESDAY 21
OCTOBER 1986

Makers of fine varietal wines

hospitality at

Coo

OLD SHOP RESTAURANT
Open Friday - Tuesday - Fully licensed

LEASINGHAM

Bookings phone (088) 430 136

Sing-along with ‘The Flaming Galahs’
and view the Art and Craft display
during the Happy Half-way Stopover
at Leasingham

WATERVALE
CELLARS

TELEPHONE (088) 430 069

Premium Watervale Wines
Tastings & Sales
10 am - 5 pm daily

WATERV

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPE GARDENING
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
PEBBLE & BARK GARDENS
NATIVE GARDENS
NATURAL ROCK WATERFALLS
FOUNTAINS & PONDS
PERGOLAS & PAVING
LANDSCAPE FENCING
WATERING SYSTEMS

CONTACT: R
M.L. & J.F. DAVIDG
Lawn Construction & Landscaping
FOR INFORMATION AND QUOTES
PLEAS]
WATERVALE 430 101
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~  AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST
COLLECTION OF FIRE
ENGINES, FIRE-FIGHTING

EQUIPMENT AND HELMETS
DATING FROM 1849-1944

]

ROBINSONS
COTTAGE
MUSEUM

A SUPERBLY RESTORED

1851 SETTLERS COTTAGE
with @ refreshments ® picnic areas
SPECIAL ATTENTION TO
GROUP BOOKINGS
Prop: John & Yvonne Pope

Hill St., Mintaro

\__Phone (088) 439 029

PAULETT
WINES

POLISH HILL RIVER
Box 50, Sevenhill
HOURS : 10 am - 4.30 pm
Premium Regional Red
and White Wines

PHONE (088) 434 328

Enjoy the small
winemaking experience at

Mintaro Cellars

The winery welcomes visitors for
tastings and sales from dawn to
dusk, seven days a week.
Leasingham Road,
Mintaro SA 5415
Telephone (088) 439 046

EST. 1856 |

\

welcomed by friendly
country people at the

MAGPIE &

Burra Street, Mintaro

cooked counter meals

—
Whilst visiting historic

Mintaro call and be

STUMP
HOTEL

Phone (088) 439 014
”Quality country

at down to earth
country prices A

Mintaro welcomes

WALLY & RUTH,
SARAH & CLARE DIXON

OPENING SOON

MINTARO
ANTIQUES

RESERVE

DELPHI
PARK

PRIVATE

FAUNA

AMOATIATA TARTETA TS snom



MINTARO
SUPERIOR
SLATE

FOR
Combustion stove bases, hearths,
mantelpieces, sills, steps, capéoing.
table and bench tops, verandah
edging, tiles, formal or crazy paving
FOR BEDROCK PRICES CONTACT

Mintaro Slate Quarries Pty Ltd
(088) 439 077 : A/hrs 423 759

Reilly’s )

eudng
artists and

Art Gallery
VEN DEUTSCHER, HELEN
. WILMOTTE WILLIAMS,
Y ON, BARBARA
FARGHER, RUSSEL PHILIPS,
HARRY SHERWIN, CRAIG
BOWYER.
Craft Shop
CERAMICS TEXTILES
GLASS WOOD ENAMELS
EATHE TTERY
SILVER, PRECIOUS METALS
& much more
OPEN Wed-Sun & Holidays 10 am - 5 pm
Burra St., Mintaro 5415
& 7

Telephone (088) 439 013

Luxury weekend or weekly
accommodation in old stone
cottages in historic Mintaro

PH. (088) 439 093

The Alternative Place to
DRINK e EAT e SLEEP

Mintaro
Mews

(088) 439 001
A delightful relaxed and
unpretentious hideaway that
will become you and your
friends own special discovery.

AROUND PENWORTHAM
dward John Eyre and a Mr Hill
E were the first explorers to this
area. They were soon followed
by John Ainsworth Horrocks in the
latter part of 1839. He settled at
Penwortham.

. Later, a special survey was carried out
in this area, named the Hutt River
Special Surve{i The area surveyed was
known as the Hutt River Province, to be
changed later to the County of Stanley.

By 1843 the population is recorded as 34
at Penwortham, including the first inn-
keeper, blacksmith and shoemaker. To
the north ten miles were the only other
settlers - Mr Gleeson, Mr Hughes, Mr
Fletcher and Messrs Hawkers included
in a total of 49. All these settlers were
living in a radius of 14 miles. The
discovery of copper at Burra, and its
subsequent carting along the Gulf Road,
provided a great stimulus to this area.

Watervale
Watervale, unique with a beauty unsur-
gassed anywhere along the Gulf Road.
rom the top of Mt Horrocks, with its
vista of distant ranges, to the rolling
green hills, with stately tall gums, vine-
yards and ripening crops.

The Eyre creek begins below the Mt's

crest, to flow to join the Wakefield River.
Watervale, situated on the western bank
of Eyre creek retains much of its early
with the past, and yet moving forward
into the future.
A LEADING CITIZEN
oseph Stear Carlyon Cole was
born in Exeter in 1832. He came
to Australia to join his uncle,
became headmaster at Auburn,
Town Clerk for the district council of
Upper Wakefield which was establi-
Cole was also the first clerk of the
Courts at Auburn, and curator of the local
cemets
appointment at the Pulteney Grammar
School as headmaster. But in 1858 he
returned to Watervale, where he started
Chapel. Later, when the new school was
opened, he was to become its first head-
master.

buildings, therefore keeping a oneness
Joseph Stear Carlyon Cole
Joseph Coles at Penwortham. He
shed in 1852.
ery.
In 1857 he left the area to take up an
a day school at the Bible Christian
LEASINGHAM WESLEYAN
CHURCH

arly Leasingham was posses-
sed of a hotel kept by Mr
Charles Walton, a public

pound, a day school, and a Wesleyan
Church, appropriately crowning
Chapel Hill.

The Chapel was built bK the locals who

burnt the lime, carried the sand and cut
the native pines. The roof was made of
slate from Mintaro. Unfortunately, as
Reverend Ian Paull tells us, this record is
the only information of the church in its
early days. i ;
The church building was sold in 1903 for
£12, apparently to Mr E. Castine. It was
demoﬁshed in 1907-08. The bell from the
church now hangs in St Mary's Anglican
Church at Watervale and some of the
stonework was used in the building of the
Anglican parish hall at Auburn.

Venue at Watervale
Memorial Park

B

John Ainsworth Horrocks

e

N

MINTARO
GENERAL
STORE

FEATURING
‘THE TEAPOT
INN’

Hot & Cold Meals
Devonshire Teas
Light Lunches
Deli & Gen. Store
Take-Away Food
® Non-Alcoholic Beverages
Open 9 am - 10 pm
7 Days a week
® Picnic Baskets Available
(088) 439 037 o

THE HOUSE OF QUELLTALER

rancis Treloar brought the land

where Quelltaler stands today.

On the 5th of January, 1853, he
started buildin%la hut for his wife and
two children, They were staying with
the Scrutchings family at Auburn,
until their hut was built.

Francis Treloar was a teamster, on the
Gulf Road, carting ore from Burra to
Port Wakefield, then backloading with
wood or coal for the Burra mines.
Treloar had more than one team o
bullocks. He employed several other
teamsters to drive his teams, including
Sam Forward, Mr Fitzgerald, Thomas
Elliott.

On the 15th of January, 1854, he started
planting his first five acres and by 1856 he
had 50 acres planted. The property was
named Springvale. Later the winery was
called Quellthaler which means
Springvale in German, by Quelltaler’s
first winemaker, Carl Sobels. The ‘h’ was

Delivering grapes to the winery

1

-

the
Car!
formed a partnership with Herman
Buring to acquire the prope:

dropped in later years for easier pro-
nunciation.

In 1861 Francis Treloar sold the

property to Sir Walter Watson Hughes,
who bought it for the good house

uilt

856) and nearness to a school so his poor

relations might be educated.

Francis Treloar continued to manage
l;)roperty for some years, then in 1889
Sobels, the resident winemaker,

Tty.
Nestling in the side of the hi{l, the ‘Old

World’ charm of Quelltaler cellars is still
one of its attractions today.
years Quelltaler’s experience has
awarded i
awards and medals for its fine wines.

Over the
it with many hundreds of
Today, Quelltaler's winemaker Michel

Dietrich, believes that good wine startsin
the vineyard, and from the vine to the
bottle maximum
yield a unique st;
te
ta

ciualily is demanded, to
e of wine with charac-
{ and personality, traditionally Quell-
er.

THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN
CHAPEL, WATERVALE

n 1853 the Bible Christians at

Watervale formed a building

A society for the purpose of erec-

ting of a chapel. It was used by the

town as a place of worship on

Sundays, and a day school on week
ays.

On the 13th December, 1853, allot-
ments 37 and 53 were bought from Joshua
Gunn, an iron merchant of Adelaide, by
the Rev James Rowe for £5. The Bible
Christian minister held it in his name
until February, 1857, when it was signed
over to the Trustees.

On December 6, 1854, the Foundation
Stone of the chapel was laid by Mr James
Taylor. It is noted in Francis Treloar's
diary that James Carey completed
laying the stone of the new chapel on May
4. The chaﬁel was opened for divine
service by Mr Williams of Barossa and
Mr James Rowe of Kooringa, on June 3,
1855, with a service followed by a
luncheon catered for by the ladies of the
Parish.

A meeting of the Trustees was held on
June 11, 1866, to plan the building of a
bigger church, next to the little chapel.

rancis Treloar donated the bluestone
for the front of the church. Mr Garlick of
Adelaide was the architect. Messrs
Mellor and Scott obtained the tender for
the stone work, and Mr Knowles was a

carpenter. The new church was opened
on March 20, 1867. A resid was built

on the southern side of the new church.

Rent was fixed at £20 per annum

n f
.On the 10th September, 1886, Metho-
dist union was di d and a d

Enjoy good
ol faghioned

a
Around 1908 gas lighting was installed,
ﬂilten in 1925 it was converted to electri-
city.

hospitality at

Crot

OLD SHOP RESTAURANT
Open Friday - Tuesday - Fully licensed

LEASINGHAM

Bookings phone (088) 430 136

Sing-along with ‘The Flaming Galahs’
and view the Art and Craft display
during the Happy Half-way Stopover
at Leasingham

Bible Christian Chapel - Watervale.

In 1960 it was decided to sell the manse
to Mr Ron Ward. In the back yard of the
old manse lay the remains of Mr George
Bell's wife, the only burial recorded in
the Methodist grounds. Mr Frank Faulk-

WATERVALE
CELLARS

TELEPHONE (088) 430 069

ner, an old resident of the area, left the
church a large sum of money. With this
money the church has been restored and
today it is well worth the visit.

Enjoy the warm, friendly
atmosphere of the

WATERVALE
HOTEL.

OCKS- ‘
HoRK E Wiy, S

Premium Watervale Wines
Tastings & Sales
10 am - 5 pm daily




October 19 & 20

AFTERNOON TEA....3 pm
by the Watervale Red Cross

Barbecue..... 5 pm

Beer booth, stalls &
souvenir stand.
Colonial singing, dancing
& bush yarns around a
campfire, & lamplight.

FOR THE CAMPERS

BREAKFAST at 8 am AT THE
WATERVALE BOWLING CLUB

o

MAIN NORTH ROAD,
CLARE VALLEY
PROPS: LINDA & PAUL

Meals from $2.50

Counter Meals 7 days a week
12-2 pm and 6-8 pm
Accommodation available

Phone (088) 430 109

MINTARO ROAD
LEASINGHAM

HALF-WAY REST STOP
FOR BULLOCK TEAM

WINES - FOOD
ENTERTAINMENT

MONDAY 20 & TUESDAY 21
OCTOBER 1986

Makers of fine varietal wines

LANDSCAPING
LANDSCAPE GARDENING
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

PEBBLE & BARK GARDENS
NATIVE GARDENS
NATURAL ROCK WATERFALLS
FOUNTAINS & PONDS i

PERGOLAS & PAVING

LANDSCAPE FENCING

WATERING SYSTEMS

CONTACT: R
M.L. & J.F. DAVIDG
Lawn Construction & Landscaping
FOR INFORMATION AND QUOTES
PLEASE PHONE
WATERVALE 430 101

vernor's visit.

Early G
Photo courtesy Auburn National Tru

Early Auburn

The main structure of the buildings in
this photo can still be seen today:
Castine’'s Mart, a bulk store for wheat
and onions, with chaff, flour, bran and
pollard from the local mill and Smith’s
Auburn Store which sold drapery,
groceries and iron mongery (hardware
in today's terms) . Smith’s sold this busin-
ess (but not building) c. 1910.

Mrs O. English of Auburn, now 92 years
of age, remembers the da{s she spent
with her aunt and uncle in their ‘Auburn
Store’ as if it were yesterday and has
many interesting tales to tell. As a child
she listened and observed in the shop, and
on leaving school, worked there.

Smiths bought eggs. Mrs Nellie
Kench’'s grandparents, Mr and Mrs
Roberts, brought their eggs into Auburn
every Thursday, would see how much
Smith's were paying (4 pence doz. today)
would then enquire at Castines (who paid
42 pence), so they purchased their
groceries there (now Tatehams Res-
taurant). This was a usual procedure, to
see which store was paying the best price
for the day. ¥

Mrs Hancock and Miss Hancock would
also come into Auburn on Thursdays todo
their shopping. Miss Smith said "I have

ot the material for your black skirt,

iss Hancock”
snapped "I told
black skirt!”.

when Mrs Hancock
ou you could wear my
iss Hancock was told

Gunpowder days!

Gunpowder was used for a variety of
purposes, so it seems. One of Auburn's
two breweries was situated north of the
Wesleyan (now Roman Catholic)
Church. On the adjoining allotment east
of the Church was a little stone cottage
where now a transportable stands.

The brewery was having trouble
keeping up its wood supply which was
disappearin, i
plan to find the culprits was put into
action by fixing gunpowder in the wood.
Sunday morning saw the worshippers
arriving at church, when whoosh! - up
went the little cottage chimney.

\\

J.E. GLOVER
AUBURN

® Vegetables
® Fruiterer

e Confectionery

1 ® Cool Drinks

at an alarming rate. Their’

"It's a wonder you didn’t marry, Miss
Hancock,” when her reply was "How
could I. I was never allowed to meet a
man!” She was kept home to work and
the weekly shopping trip was her outing.

Little Mrs Lambert (Alex’s mother)
came from Undalya with a 70 pound
sugar bag with home grown currants to
sell. While the currants were bein,
weighed and her grocery order prepared,
she would sit on the store chair as was
then the custom. Mrs English remem-
bers her Aunt packing the butter pur-
chased from locals, to send to Adelaide.
She had to pack Mrs Byrne’s butter sep-
arately, as it had rounded tops, and on
one occasion sent away 40 pounds of Mrs
Byrne's butter.

The tobacco was kept in the cellar with
tobacco leaf wrapped around it to keep it
moist. The tobacco was ‘Eureka’ and ‘My
Pet’ for one shillinﬁ and two pence a stick
(of about six inches long and % inch
wide). This was cut and put into pipes.
Swaggies who called were given the
outside tobacco leaves. <

Irishman, Paddy Marron, lived west of
Klau's, and wore an overcoat winter and
summer. His policy was “What keeps out
the cold in winter surely would keep out
the heat in summer!”.

Mr David Smith, who assisted locals

the coach to Auburn, to save the money of
the fare, she walked. So as to save
wearing out the hem of her long German
Print (a heavy fabric which cost 10 pence
ayard) skirt, she took it off and carried it,
walking from Saddleworth to the out-
skirts of Auburn in her petticoat.

Paddy must have made a will, as Judy
came into Smith's Store wanting to see
David Smith. While waiting on the store
chair, her beady eyes watching every-
one on either side, she guarded a large
sum of Paddy's money tucked in her
bosom!

=7 e
ROBERTS & CO.
PTY. LTD.

Quality Butchers
Riverton & Auburn
For all your barbecue
requirements
COME AND SEE US
BULK MEAT OUR
SPECIALITY
Come and see us.

)

The Budget Store that offers more

* We are a company that has
been around for 69 years.

* You can rely on us for good old
fashioned friendly service.

* We have an excellent range of
ladies & mens fashions; infants,
girls & boys wear; manchester,
materials and haberdashery.

* You can find us on the
Main North Road, Auburn

Phone (088) 492 051.

Xith lisal wﬂlfk"rs‘: e;tegdto Patl:!d%' "f?f We'll be pleased to meet you
e make a will. To this Paddy replie ’
EEbslaiet | ool || aymouns s e
came when Pa ed. His sister Judy 2
went to Adelaideyand returned via the Riverton Phone Auburn R
hi (088) 472 006 (088) 492 025
train to Saddleworth. Instead of \

WOOL

ool bupers
and brokers
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PAGE 28 - ‘A Story of Movement'

Auburn Primary School, 1909 - back row: Head Teacher, Mr W. Thompson, Rev. C.F. Hall, Stan Birch,

Clem Meller, —---, Stan Whitehead, E. Spackman, Percy Hean, Len Cosgrove, Fred Millard, L. Birch,

Olive Field, Thelma Thomrlon. C. Millard, Chrissi er, Maisie Hazel Overton, T

Yeatman, Amy Turner, Elsie Whitehead; second row: , Cyril Steph Claude Overton, r

Millard, ----, Hedley Thompson, Jack Lambert, Peter Bannerman, . Kupke, Hilda Axford,

Clarice Clark, Helen Yeatman, Lena Place, Ola Neimann, Gertie Knight, Rhonda Axford, Gwen

Knight, Jean Field, Hilda Cooper, Gertie Whitehead, Marjorie Whitehead, third row: Kingsley

Stephens, Bert Axford, John Bannerman, -, ast, Len Reynolds, Monty South, Cle: ine, Ra;
ooper, Joan Yeatman, Myre

Bessie Boss; fourth row: Angus Rober! rt Axford, Jack Cooper,

Elizabeth Axford, Laurie Boss, -, ---, Gladys Reynolds, Myrtle Robertson, Minnie Bannerman,

Luna South.

he official opening of the school
I in January 1860 came five years
after the introduction of public
education in Auburn. Prior to the
school opening it is not certain where
lessons were held.
The school and residence were built at
a cost of £750. In June, 1875, the District
Council completed the rooﬁnF of the
school house with iron, it formally having|
had a gatched paling roof. In August,
1876, the District Council handed the|
scho:)l over to the Education Depart-
ment.

The first was Mr Th

Caterer, with other principals being
Chas. R. McKinnon, Russell
Lanxe, .C.D.
M.F. Marshall, A.E.S. Dun-
stone, William A. Thomporn, Thomas
M.G. Cameron, Sidney H.G. Nancarrow,
E.H. Delena, William S. Catford, E.M.
Dudle‘?/, M.L.T. Hubert, Thomas Nicolle,
Cliff .usvi, Brian Prime and the present

Barker,

Photo taken August 31, 1986, at Auburn Primary School - from
Reception to Year 7, also Teachers - back row: Principal, Kevin Modra,
Deputy Principal, Mrs Sue Prince; second row: Shane Southern, Sheryl
Pike, are ambert, Kate Southern, Melanie Schmerl, Rebecca
emp, Cindy Baker, Kristan Sparnon, Randall Whiteman: third row:

hop, Damian Zwiersen, Felicity Modra, Jamie Baker,
lizabeth Hean, r\!hh{Wlllllml. Priscilla Scott, Lisa
ch, Ha Duonh Mrs Naomi Schultz, secretary; fourth row:
Maryanne Baker, Mark Burfield, Timothy Bishop, Scott Williams,
Joshua Full Michael Bishop, Adam wi , _Joanne Beeton,
Dang Duonr. Grant Allen, Natalie Hamilton, Aaron
Mrs Josie Kelly and Mrs Pam Mitchell.

Inset - Former popular Headmaster, Mr C. Just.

Pr , Kevin Modra, not necessarily
in that order.

Attendances varied considerably with
one of the largest being in 1916 when there
were 126 pupils compared with 32 in
August, 1986,

e school bell, which was officiall
Fresented to the school by Mr G.W. Wil-
iams on December 7, 1936, came from
the shipwrecked vessel ‘Norma’ which
was wrecked off Semaphore on April 21,
1907. The ‘Norma’ was rammed and sunk
by the ‘Ardencraig’ while waiting for
favourable weather to set sail for
England with a cargo of 31,000 bags of
wheat. Ironically, later in the morning,
the coastal steamer ‘Jessie Darling’
passed the anchored ‘Ardencraig’, but
ran into the submerged ‘Norma’ and
settled on top of her.

Many changes have occurred to the
school over the years, including the

lacement of a single portable classroom
n 1954, a cricket pitch which was official-
ly opened in 1957 by Mr A.G. Baker, the
then Chairman of SA Cricket Associat-
ion. The ceremony was followed by a
cricket match between Auburn and

ilway, Roy
IIC D.li

AUBURN PRIMARY SCHOOL

Watervale, resulting in a narrow win to
Auburn by four runs, with Roger Schmerl
taking seven wickets for Auburn.

A double portable classroom was
erected in June 1979 and in the same year
the school principal’s new residence was
erected opposite the school grounds,
allowing the old residence to become a
Junior Primary classroom which was ex-
tensively renovated in 1982 and includes a
library and reception area. In 1985/86 a
two part Grounds development scheme is
underway incorporating area one as a
nature strip and area two as a car park.

‘Back To School’ celebrations were
held on March 13, 1936, when 200 former
scholars attended and signed a scroll.
Also included was a combined sports day
ncorporating Auburn, Watervale,
Undalya, Morella and Skilly schools, the
cup being won by Watervale from

uburn.

In 1951 a ‘Back To Auburn’ was held
which included a return to the school of
old scholars appropriately dressed. In
1977 another ‘Back To School’ was staged
to farewell principal of 14 years, Mr C.
Just, at which 36 of his former students
presented themselves with every inten-
tion of wreaking havoc, and did so
successfully. One of the highlights of Mr
Just's staf/ at Auburn  was having
successfully obtained the S A
Sports Day Quirke Shield nine times in 12
years between the years 1963 and 1974.

In February 1940 a road transport
scheme came into operation allowing
children to attend the high school at
Clare, and this scheme is in operation to
this day.

1934 saw the commencement of the
Welfare Club which, along with the
School Council Committee, can lay claim
to many extra benefits which would not
have eventuated had it not been for these
two dedicated groups of parents.

For those who think such schemes as
‘Learn To Swim’' have come in recent
ears,a quote from a school report dated
arch 11, 1939, "The Learn To Swim”
was opened in the River Wakefield on Mr
Schmerl’s property, 20 children began
lessons.

>

Notes of interest from the past...

1938 - Late start to year owing to out-
break of infantile paralysis. The first tree
planted in the school grounds (Coronat-
ion Oak).

1941 - The children’s gatriotic work is
continuing strongly - 12 badges and three
bars were distributed today. Mr Duncan
Hughes, MHR, unveiled a plaque on the
school bell.

1942 - Air raid trenches commenced in
school yard and were completed a week
later in school yard and Mr Whitehead’s
paddock.

1944 - Saw whooping cough and sca
fever outbreak. i ¥ carlet

1955 - Centenary afternoon tea, about
150 guests mostly old scholars present.
Oldest was Mr Limbert, aged 91 years. A
cintenary concert was held at the Instit-
ute.

1960 - Arbour Day, 40 trees planted at
the newly opened Recreation ground by
the school children.

1965 - The Miss Fords having retired,
their places were filled by Mrs Beryl
Turnbull and Miss Ann Marie Naughton.

1967 - Started the work on tennis court
on west side of school.
1979 - Began the tennis wall.

g

Una Siviour,
(Teacher), Jim
Osbourne, Laura

Allen; second row:
Gertie Stephens, Mrs Milw

Below - School Centenary - 1955.

Above - Centenary of Auburn, 1951 - Back To School -

Cora
Buller) Schober,

(anr left) Foundation Members Auburn School Welfare Club -
Wedding - back row, L-R: Mrs Grace, M. Burfield, Bett
Mrs Bates, Miss
vay; third row:
Mrs Vaughan, Stella Williams, Kath Graham,
row: Mrs Jones, Rita Kirk, Rene Bluchen, Mrs Aworth, Mrs Bonython.
Inset - at left - the old school bell.
(at left) Back to School (1977) for Mr Just's last day.

ol - L-R: Dos Madden,
‘hunky) Burfield, Miss Shields

C
Lloyd Stephens, Ruth Kirk, Bill
obinson, Glan Williams.

Kirk, Norm (

Mock
Mildren, Doll
Alford, Mrs Nicolal, Mrs Rasmus,

vi Amy Lambert. Nell Kench,
Dorrie Pickett; fourth

This page was partly sponsored
by Hambours
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e tend to view our pioneers
through a romantic haze.

4 While facts about the bullo-
ckies tend to tarnish that glow, the
muleteers seem to remain shrouded
in romance. Even at the time they
were viewed as a separate group.
They were distinguished by their
colourful Latin temperaments and
exotic pastimes, like lasso throwing.
_ Burrainthe 1850's was a very cosmopo-
litan place and the inéporlation of these
Spanish speaking Chilean families
merely added one more nationality to the
large number already there.

e

An 1958 Raaictar wa: Ancnnihas tha

patent fuel. Each mule was supposed to
carry a 300lb load - “Mintaro, Auburn,
Watervale, Balaklava, Leasingham,
Bowmans and Whitwarta all were mule
| camps,” according to Ian Auhl.

William Copley, member of parlia-
ment, and ex Burra boy, later described
his youthful love affair with little senorita
Inez, daughter of muleteer, Senor Pedro.
Inez would dance as her mother played
the guitar and the young lovesick “?illiam
watched. When the family returned to
South America, William begged to travel
with them. He was refused, but was pro-
mised that as soon as he a

5 grew
moustache as big as her fathers, Copley
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n‘ll 1000 ne;l;:wr report aescrines wne
s as "fine dark fellows, some of

THE BULLOCKIES

hese bullockies settled in the
I region. Some owned their own
team, or teams. Others worked

as drivers.

James Carey Watervale
L. Green Penwortham
Edwin Green The Peak
Darling Auburn
Sam Forward Watervale
owie Watervale
Kimber Spring Farm
Little
Marsden Mintaro
Noble Auburn
W. Pearce Farrell Flat
John Pearce ng Farm
. Quinn Sevenhill
P. Roach Kooringa, later Penwortham
Sinclair
00k Morella
Joseph Freeman Auburn
James Scrutchings Auburn
Frances Treloar Watervale
George William Fulling uburn
James Hodge uburn
Martin Warren Upper Wakefield
Upper Wakefield

James Nicholas Wearne
Thomas Ward

Thomas Ward

Upper Wakefield
Christopher Matthew Ui

pper Wakka[ield

Elisha Robbins uburn
David Davies The Peak
Leo Chewings Kooringa,
(later brought Kadlunga)
Robert Carson Halbury
Charles Alderman Halbury
Tezacker
Thomas Uphill
Cummi Spring Farm
Lloyd Spring Farm
John Coles pring Farm
Buzacott ring Farm
N. Burt Sevenhill
Ninnes enwortham
J. Lovely Auburn, later Wallaroo
Moyses enwortham
Grenfell Watervale
. King Leasingham
Thomas Thomas orringa,
(later Leasingham)
. Thomas Spring Farm
. Trestrail enwortham
Giddings uburn
Ryan Auburn:

‘ilson M
‘homas Neimiec
Weimann

Auburn
Polish Hill River
Polish Hill River

Arthur Horrocks Penwortham
Thomas Elliott Watervale
ren Mintaro
Joseph Freeman Auburn
Gowles
owling
Fitzgerald Auburn
illilam Symons
Thomas Brown
am Bennett
Hoskings
Charles Scrutchings
0gRS
Woollacott Burra
F. Brooks
Baker
Uphill
Hotel owners that owned bullock teams that
carted copper ore:
A. Goldsmith Watervale
J.G. Bleechmore Watervale
Greenslade Watervale
C. Walton Leasingham
Duncan Stewart Penwortham
G.Stenheil

A LANDSCAPE

drive from Burra to Port Wake-
field doesn’t take long in a car.
There are now many roads,
some rougher than others, depen-
ding whose council district you are
in. There was once one.

Much of the landscape is boringly flat
and featureless, most reduced to the uni-
formity that is called agriculture. The
ranges confronted are rugged, timbered
and beautiful, a haven for the old environ-
ment, including some remains of the Gulf
Road. Such beauty was once attacked,
and ignored, in the pursuit of industrial
wealth.

Let’s go back then to the days of copper
carting. The traffic was enormous, male
dominated. Boys of ten did the work of
men. Bullock teams, strings of mules
plodded their weary way, always loaded,
mostly thirsty, hungry or both. Dust,
flies, mud and frustration.

HOYLETON
hen the proposed terminus of

Wt,he Port Wakefield - Hoyle's

Plains tramway was estab-
lished, Messrs William Thrup(f and
Nathaniel Knox purchased the
sections involved. They divided the
area around the proposed station into
a township of 49 allotments, which
were declared correct on August 24,
1869, and called Hoyleton. East
Hoyleton was planned in 1874.

The tramway began operations in
January 1870. The main purpose of its
construction was to serve the districts
surrounding the River Wakefield, the
Skilly Creeﬁ where early settlement had
taken place, and the plains where
agricultural production had begun to
expand rapidly. Hoyleton being the

terminus received large quantities of|g

grain, but as the railhead was extended
its importance began to wane.

e £

The government erected a large goods
shed in 1870 (which still stands today, and
local people are confident they cansave it
from demolition). Itis believed that there
was another large stone shed to house the
horses. When the line was extended and
locomotives installed in 1876, the floor

Another landscape -
kilometres from Halbury.

Time passed, with cruel and brutal con-
sequences. Miles and wages were earned
at the expense of animal suffering. Bul-
locks lost, a dray smashed, disaster and
financial ruin.
went mad, some succeeded and built a
better life. Pressure of life, ceaseless
movement.

At the end of the road a port, a hive of
activity, ru%‘ged barges transferrinﬁ ore
to stately ships. Excitement, drinking,
but movement. Back to Burra with a load
of coal. Thirty shillings a ton, six shillings
aday. That is my life - endless to the mine
closed down.

A landscape, the physical setting for
human efforts, hopes and failures,
usually presents us with little to remind
us of what once went on. The odd relic, a
building here, a depression there, no
trees, a part of a road.

Despite their scant and rude nature,
these remains are the last reminders of
the days when the wealth of Burra poured
down to Port Wakefield bound overseas.
Wealth carried by the wearisome plod of
man and beast.

en killed each other, [P

them wearing rather picturesque

costumes, and mostly armed with the

tremendous spur used in South America,

wm:’rgwels as large as the palm of their
ands”.

On this occasion, an unusually large
number of mule teams arrived in
Adelaide from Burra. The muleteers
camped near the Thebarton Bridge with
two or three hundred mules. When the
muleteers decided to visit the city, their
appearance created a stir among the
local populace‘ The Register reported
that "Several of them paid a visit to
Adelaide towards evening and attracted
attention from the peculiarity of their
mounts and the foreign style of their
eq]\hipmem”.
uleteers carried ore over the
northern road from Burra to Adelaide
until 1869, when the Patent Copper
Company sold their mules and wagons.
In the beginning however, they had
ioneered the Gulf Roads to Port Wake-
ield, leading their strings of mules over
the ranges to the sea. At this time the
mules carried copper ore in leather bags.
with return loads of Newcastle coal and

0Old Walton’s Cottage - a home of a bullock driver,
dine Pearce.

A teacher is reported to have come at
the beginning of that year but the number
of children attending did not suit, so he
left after a few weeks. In May another
teacher arrived, instructing in both
English and German, but another paper
item of June indicated that the teacher
was disappointing. The paper noted, "all
the children in one class to the disgust of
elder ones. No books yet turned up. Out of
six hours for school each day, three are
taken up for recess”. The first nine chil-
dren enrolled at Hoyleton School came
from a German school that had been in

eration nearbx. The Hoyleton School
c 9sed at the end of 1971.

Hoyleton had many sports teams over
the years, but because of a dwindling
rura{ population there are few now. e
community is keen to preserve the old
historic buildings in the town, especially
the goods shed which is being featured as
a Bicentennial project. Souvenir pieces,
with pictures of this building on them are
available from members of the local
Jubilee 150/Bi al C y

ill Gregor takes us back

Leasingham - courtesy Geral-

could follow her to South America and
marry her. C%pley recalls ruefully,
"Then we parted, Inez consoling me by
promising me to pray to her patron saint
every night to hasten on the moustache” .

There are some newspaper reports of
the trouble caused by drunken muleteers
- brawls and murder threats. However,

there are some advantages to speaking
only Spanish in an English speaking com-
munity. Many charges against the
muleteers were dismissed because inter-
preters could not be found. %

The muleteers presence in Burra was
short lived. Some, like Senor Pedro’s
family, homesick for Chile, returned to
South America.

Finallr‘ as_the railway links develo-
ed, mule strings were made redundant. °
he muleteers could not take up jobs on

the railways because they were unable to
read and write in English. As their jobs
perished, the remamini muleteers
d to di r from the land &
DID YOU KNOW?
id you realise that bullocks
were often worked from dawn
 to dusk without respite for
grazing or drinking?

Did you know that it was possible to
pick the bullock tracks by the bullock
skeletons along the way?

i ou know that a recommended
method of ‘encouraging’ a team to work
was to light a fire under the lead
bullocks?

Too often when we think of the past, it is
shrouded in a romantic haze. Itis easy to
see the bullockies as brave pioneers
working with their noble beasts of
burden. This may be part of the truth, but
it is clearly only a part.

The animals on the Gulf Road were
often mistreated, at times driven beyond.
endurance by teamsters desperate to %et_
paid for getting their loads through. On
the road, the driver urged on the near
side animals with his whip, while his
offsider punched the offside bullocks to
keer them moving and in line. A bullock
could ‘pull itself blind’ - pull until its
eyeballs burst.

Obviously the bullockies were tough,
driving their teams through rivers of
mud in winter and a constant sea of
bulldust in summer. Parts of the tracks
were impassable in winter, dpartlcularly
over higher terrain orin sandy or marshy

country. In drought, bullocks could be so
desperate for watér that they would rush
the muddg, fetid waterholes and become
inextricably bogged, struggling and
dying there of hunger and exhaustion.

As the cop?er roads developed, inns
and resting places became established.
Drunkenness was an occupational
hazard. Some drivers died, crushed to
death after falling off their drays in a
drunken stupor. tourist of the time
reported, “....arrived at Hoile’s, Skillo-
gallee Creek. Met, as usual, a drunken
mob of bullock drivers, playing cards,
drinking, swearing and tiﬁhtmg. So little
are they trusted, that the landlord or
landlady hold the nobbler in one hand,
while they take the money with the other!
They are the most debased set of animals
in South Australia”.

The muleteers and their teams shared
the same conditions, The Chilean mules
came from a working tradition where
strings of mules were always followed by
an equal number of spare mules so that
when one drom)ed dead, the carrying of
the load would not be delayed. In the
beginning, the mules carried panniers of
ore. Later they were often hitched to four

heeled wag I 1 s could be
fined for riding on the poles of the wagons
as too often, riders would fall and be

This account of horrors could continue,
but to generalize is foolish. Of course,
there were men of moderation working
the road. Perhaps it is kinder to see the
drivers as victims of the economic
climate, isolation and the harsh

imaimed or killed under the wheels.

an S
worked against a backdrop of cruelty and
necessity. There was always the prag-
matic consideration that a bullock or
mule wastexpenswef to replace.

5 L

made
sound economic sense. There was no
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The very active 1986 J150 Committee

Hoyleton Jubilee 150 Community
ttee was formed about 18 months
ago. The Ladies Community Auxiliary
to do something for South Aus-
and when they found
was on the route of the
the re-enactment of the
from Burra to Port
efield, a public meeting was called to
seek community involvement and

e Community Committee was
ahant cealking enansar-

room for sentiment.

The Titanic Connection

In 1912 Miss Evelyn Marsden, whose
father had been station master and post
master at Hoyleton was aboard the
Titanic when it sunk, losing some 1,500
lives. Evelyn survived.

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM

Hoyle’s Plains

1
Pncnn.



repair and maintenance aepot.
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months boasted a retail shop, a butcher,
saddler, boot maker, blacksmith, and a
wine shanty. A modern hotel was built in
1871 and when the first Council Assess-
ment was prepared in 1879 it included a
general store, bakehouse, butcher shop,

lacksmith shop, saddler shop, workshop
and two other shops, Verco Bros wheat
store and at least 15 houses. A Wesleyan
Church was opened in the town in 1876
and closed on April 28, 1985. A town band
operated for many years. The goods shed
served the community as a meeting place
for all or; luding a Sunday

leton grew rapidly and within eight K

The (nrn{er Hoyleton Ullll.l;l Church.
t

was recently sold.

IOTINEQ 4NU SEL 4UUUL STURINE SPUuSuL -
ship and raising money to finance the
activities planned. Support has been
great. with gifts of money and goods.

ome of the goods have been raffled, and
some will be used for incentive prizes on
Wednesday and for the Ball on Saturday.
The Blyth District Council supported
the committee in the initial stages, and
fundraising has included bingo ticket
sales, raffles, catering and souvenir
sales, which have brought in a tidy sum.
Both the Pioneer Re-enactment day
and the Old Style Ball will be using a
large marquee erected at the Hoyleton
Memorial Park. dRe

The committee is a contmumf one,
incorporating the Bicentennial Celebrat-
ions as well, and they are planning to
feature the old Railway Goods Shed in
their activities for 1988.

School. A local hall was opened in 1908,
gnﬂ in 1956 a horizontal wheat silo was
uilt.

fu=o S

Education for the children of the
district presented many problems at
first. school is believed to have
operated in a Bible Christian Church
some 3 km away, and is recorded as
closing in 1874, There is no record of a
school at Hoyleton until 1879.

HOYLETON JUBILEE
150 / BICENTENNIAL
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

Jubilee 150
Old Style Ball
Saturday October 25

from 8 pm 'til 1 am
to be held in a

MARQUEE at the HOYLETON
MEMORIAL PARK

Patrons,glease wear your

_ JUBILEE 150 COSTUMES
and enter the COMPETITION

with generous prizes donated by : -

H.J. Philp, BEST
Balaklava Pharmacy, DRESSED
Balaklava LADY
Claude Sarre Pty. Ltd. BEST
Jeweller, DRESSED
10 Gawler Place, GENTLEMAN
Adelaide

A.N.Z. Bank

MOST AUTHENTIC
COUPLE
Judging will take place at 10.30 pm
Music will be supplied by
ANGEL’S BAND
Admission - Double $15, Single $8
SUPPER PROVIDED

A demonstration of
Colonial Bush Dancing
will be given b,
Mintaro School Children

Memories relived....

Bullockies carting wheat over the
ranges and sailing ships tied up at the
Port Germein jetty are vivid memories
for 80 year old Arnold Miller of Port
Germein and his brother Jack, 84, of
Balaklava. Born and bred at Baroota,
Jack can easily recall the early days of
the district. 4

Jack's grandfather, publican Sam
Miller, was one of the early farming pion-
eers of the district. Sam had the reputat-
ion of being a tough fighter who could
easily break up the brawls at the beach-
front hotel at Port Germein which he
used to own.

Sam discovered the easiest route over
the ranges, which is now bitumenised and
known as Port Germein Gorge, and later
built the first hotel at Wirrabara.

His son Tom was initially a butcher at
Broken Hill, but returned to the district
after his marriage to become a farmer
and bullocky at Baroota and raise his

famn{l. =
At the age of 11, Jack helped his father,
Tom Miller, carting wheat from the
Camerons to Port Germein where it was
loaded aboard the sailm%lshipp.
He remembers his father rising very
early in order to arrive at the jetty before
the rush to unload started. He was only
allowed to drive the empty waggons as it
was too dangerous with a load at his age.
He says it was nothing to see 20 to 30
bulloc{ wagons passing through the
Gorge during the wheat season.
The last trip was in 1913 when all but
two of the bullock team died of ‘Dry
Bible’ due to the 1914 drought. The wagon
was built by J. & R. Forgan of Crystal
Brook, later of Port Pirie. Jack believes
the original wagon still stands out in the
paddock at Mudges. 5
Jack’s father also carted wood 20 miles
to Port Pirie in a day, and would return
the next day. X
All the bullocks were cued prior to
starting work on the roads. Millers had
their own ‘cueing pen’. Cues stayed on
about as long as shoes on a horse. His
father used to make all their bullock
yokes from the red gum ‘timber from
their creek at Baroota.
Jack remembers yoking the bullocks
"as if it was yesterday”; he canrecall the
names of every one of his father’s team -
Jack and Curly who were the leaders,

Jack Miller and daughter,
Mrs Elaine Jericho

At top - Mules, first introduced from Chile
by the Patent Capger Company, working up
l‘};rth - courtesy Jack Miller.

Sharper, Nugget and Lively, Darky and
Rattler and Drummer and Delver.

At the age of 20 Jack worked with bul-
locks and mules at ‘Arcoona Station’ via
Pimba. He was a ploughman and dam
maker.

Jack’s daughter, Elaine Jericho of
Hoyleton, has been hearing Dad’s bullock
stories from an early age. But since
becoming involved with the r t

rioneer
Re-enactment Day

Hoyleton Memorial Park

Wednesday October 22
at 10 am

Admission Free

= Food Stalls - Pig-on-a-spit (to be
served with vegies), barbecue, damper
(cooked by the ‘Damper King), dough-
nuts, and sandwiches.

* Refreshments - Tea, coffee, cool drinks
and a Publican’s booth. 3

10.00 am: Mules, donkeys and horses assem-
ble at the Hoyleton cross roads and proceed to
gle ]x[emuria Park, accompanied by a Brass

and.

10.15 am: Official Opening Programme - MC,
Chapngan: ilauo‘nal Anthem -
Items by school children -
Kybunga, Balaklava; Band; Official
Opening - a member of Jubilee 150 Board;
Release of s))igeons supplied by the Wakefield
Plains and Dublin Homing Pigeon clubs.
11.00 am: Invitation Stallion Parade; Parade
of Authentic Horse-drawn vehicles; Sa:he; for
ici d ony

ar

Stud, Hoyleton).

12 noon: Period Costume parade and judging;
rizes for Most Authentic Girl, Most Authentic
oy, Most Authentic Female, Most Authentic

Male (adults), Best Dressed Couple.

12.}5 pm: Blade shearing demonstration - Bill

Tiller.

12.30 pm: dog working d ration -
Ashley Robinson.
12.45 pm: ‘Fleece toShawl’ competition (spon-
sored by Elders Pastoral, Clare). Prizes for
nﬁ-st !limshed team ($50), and neatest finished
aw!
1.00 pm: Jubilee Wombat
children.
1.00 pm: Tug: i to
and  continue throughout the afternoon.
Entries invited - teams of eight (8) . First prize
$240 (donated by Central Fuel Supplies - R.D.
& M. Linke, and Walker Ford - also trophies
donated by Judith Ibbott); second prize $80
donated by Taylors Wines.
1.15 pm: Blade shearing demonstration - Bill
Tiller.
1.30 pm: Horseshoe throwing competition to
commence. Horseshoes supplied by Mr Ross
Pollitt. First prize $20, second prize $5
(donated by BP Agents, R. & B. McCracken)
and rosettes donated by Sirren Welsh Pony
Stud, Barabba for 1st, 2nd and 3rd.
2.00 pm: Ploughing competition - two people
(sponsored by Agcorp Farmers) .
working

program for

2.30 pm: ation -
Ashley Robinson.

Throughout the day artists and crafts people
will be demonstrating and have goods for sale.
Ian Roberts (painting and water colours), Val
Cl cl i rgaret Smyth

ment of “The Gulf Road’ with Jim Kelly,
the stories have become more frequent
and more interesting.

Now the time is near to see the bullock
team arriving in this area she hopes that
she can have a ride on Jim Kelly’s wagon
- but it won’t be at Hoyleton, as only Jim
Lowe with his mules and donkies.can
make the trip on the old ‘Donkey Track’
from Leasingham to Hoyleton on October

followed by Noble and Smoker, Spot and

ina .
; ottery), Marlene Pratt (demonstratinf er
oral art and craft work), Kera Craft fri
Gladstone (spinning and weaving), and Reg
Absalom, ‘The King of the Camp Oven’ - the
bush cook making damper etc. Shoeins a
horse, riding a penny farthing bike, and dis-
playing a collection of irons (old and not so
old), plus other activities of interest will take
place on the day. There will be fun activities
and interests for all.

22, 1986.

Contact the Secretary, Mrs Barbara
Chapman, for further details on (088) 633 048.
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What's happening....

O Mrs Marlene Pratt of Blyth, qualified
Floral Art judge, and member of the
Floral Art Council, will be present
demonstrating her floral artist?', an
showing her craft work. She has demon-
strated at the Cleve Field Days, helped
set up Garden Week displays at Wayville,
and competed in many show competit-
ions, with very successful results. She is
interested in all floral art and craft work
and some time ago completed an
Art/Craft certificate course with TAFE,
specializing in pottery as her craft - to.
compliment her floral art work. Marlene
has judged floral art at country shows
and has taught at the Floral Art Club at
Brinkworth. She will have some of her
work for sale.

O Mrs Margaret Smyth, local potter from
Salter Springs, who produces hand
crafted pieces using wood ash glazes, will
be working with her kick wheel on the
‘Day’. She will have some items for sale.
Margaret has also undertaken the Art/
Craft certificate course with TAFE,
majoring in pottery as her srecialty and
teaches pottery at various levels in the
community.

O Shoeing of a horse is another craft
which will be shown by Lindsay French.
This is a craft which was very necessary
in the days of old when horses were a very
important part of the workforce on
farms. Nowadays horses are more of a
hobby and it is usually the lighter horses
that are used.

O As part of the Hoyleton J150 Celebrat-
ion, a Stallion Parade and parade of
Authentic Horse Drawn Vehicles will be
included in the program for the day. The
Invitation Stallion Parade will feature
stallions which will be standing at stud in
the Mid North. Entry to this parade is by
invitation only. A wide variety of sires
will be on show from a Percheron down to
a Shetland ;])ony. Some of the sires to be
paraded include Thoroughbred, Arabian,
Australian Stock Horse, Quarterhorse,
Australian Pony, Hackney Pony, Welsh
Mountain Pony, as well as the Percheron
and Shetland Pony.

The parade of Authentic Horse Drawn
Vehicles will feature a wide range of
beautifully restored vehicles, and driven
by people living in the Mid North. A com-
memorative Hoyleton J150 sash will be
presented to each of those taking part in
the two parades.

0 Bill Tiller of ‘Yupiri’, Balaklava, saw a
need to be able to do his own blade shear-
ing on his family’s stud property, so he
took the opportunity to attend the AWC
and Stud Merino Breeds Association
%ponsored Blade Shearing School at
lare at Easter, 1985. He shears some of
their own sheep, and is in demand for
demonstrations in the Jubilee Year.

0 A ‘Fleece to Shawl’' competition is to be
conducted, sponsored by Elders Pas-
toral, Clare, with $50 for the first team
finished and $50 for the neatest shawl
finished. An inscribed ‘Gulf Road’ medal-
lion will also be given to each prize
winner. Entry forms and patterns are
available from Mrs B. Chapman, Hoy-
leton 5463. Fleeces will be provided.

O Local identity, Ashley Robinson will
demonstrate his working sh d

HALBURY

n 1875 the Government surveyed

the township of Halbur{ at a spot

where the telegraph line from
Auburn to Kadina crossed the Port
Wakefield to Hoyle's Plains tram-
way. It was to be an important junc-
tion in the planned railway system of
SA. A short distance of the Gulf Road
?ecame the main street of the new
own

It is likely the government intention to
make Halbury a railway junction was
leaked, or guessed, about two weeks
before the town was officially proclai-
med. From that moment controversy

ned.
he following letter appeared in the
press, written by a Balaklava corres-

putting three sheep through a series of
obstacles. This will show the qualities of
the working sheepdog that were so val-
uable to the stockman grazing his sheep
on the pastures of Hoyles Plains. Ashley
has been successful in ‘three sheep’ and

‘vard dog’ trials

rea ient and
perplexity abounds at the proposal of the
government to make Halbury the
i\[mction of our line of tramway with
amley Bridge. Being as it is in the
centre of a dense scrub and little better
man a desmal swamp‘guring tne \Lvhole of
i »  dmanaceahla ta Al tha ra

A inta ad

Is lﬁiu the old pine?
HALBURY -

THE OLD PINE TREE
nce Halbury was notorious for
its law breakers, not the least
being an ex-policeman sly

grogger. Close to where he lived was
avery tall pine tree. and asthe nolice
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O Mr Reg Absalom, the Bush Cook from
‘Treglana’ Station, is attending the re-
enactment day to use his talents as ‘King

of the Camp Oven’. He will be making
damper an cookinﬁ some of the meat
i for catering on the

and vegies to be use:
day.

o Val Chapman will be demonstrating
china painting in its various forms.

has a gifted touch with roses and paints
them on many pieces. Some of her work
will be on display and some for sale. She
has developed a style on parchment
which is popular.

© Ian Roberts will be bringing some of his
water colours - he paints native flora and
fauna and will be working with them on
the day. He runs the popular ‘Medika’
Gallery at Blyth, where he sells his own
work and has exhibitions of noted artists’
works from time to time.

a Spinning and weaving will be shown by
members of the ‘Kera Crafts’ group from
Gladstone who will work at their craftson
the day and have goods for sale.

o0 A Tug-O-War competition is being con-
ducted, stgonsored by Central Fuel Sup-

lies (R.D. & M. Linke) of Balaklava and
&lalker Ford of Balaklava for a $240 first

rize. Judith Ibbott is providing trophies
or the first prize winners as well. Teams
of eight are invited to enter and a second

rize of $80 is being donated by Taylors
G]ines of Auburn. SA Brewinf Co. are
supplying the rope, and entry forms are
available from Mrs E. Jericho, Hoyleton
5463.

N T N
Reg Absalom’s camp oven will be a boon at
the Hoyleton festivities.

e winier, impassaplie 1o au e roaa
traffic, on the same level as the water
course known to all travellers as Hell
Fire Creek. Hope it will not be approved”.

Nevertheless about 2,000 acres sur-
roundinﬁ the initial 48 town allotments
and park lands were surveyed into small
sections to form a suburban area which
included facilities for the support and
recreation of a large population. Few
towns can boast of two cemeteries that
after 110 years have never been used.

Althouﬁh all the township allotments
were sold within a short time of survey-
ing in 1875 it is of interest that in 1885 no
improvement or clearing had taken
place. Lack of a regular water supply
p':obably added to the hesitancy toreside
there.

A newspaper article of November,
1885, states - "The government are laking
steps to provide the town with water an

an engineer has been boring for suitable
ground. Travellers are suffering from
lack of Public House accommodation,
The Engineer in Chief suffered great
inconvenience when he some time ago
left Adelaide without breakfast with
Flans to have it in Halbury and will never
orget his disappointment”.

The next year a reservoir was made
with a capacity of 1,800,000 gallons to
serve the town and district, to be filled by
the waters of Hell Fire Creek. Some
people felt the whole project was suspect
with this creek involved, and suzpicxons
proved justified. With almost drought
years in 1886-1888, little or no catchment,

| then the greatest floods in living memory

in 1889, the reservoir completely silted
up. The result was a complete and per-
manent write-off.

e vaas asin va vy eI MDA PG
frequently had a summons to deliver
to him, or desired to question him
about some matter, they would come
by means of the train.

It is said that the accused, just before
train time, would climb well up into this
pine tree where he got a bird's-eye view
of thin, s.includin%! e railway station. If
the police came, he stayed up the tree,
watching them look for him, and came
down when they gave up.

Some time after, his death occurred,
resulting from burns from a fire believed
to have been caused by lighting his pipe
from a lantern. He was inbed at the time;
the kerosene ran over his bed clothes
which caught fire.

The same pine tree also is linked to
another story. On the other side of the
tree was a blacksmith shop ogeraled by
the two Klingner brothers. One of the
brothers had become inflicted with some
rheumatic or kindred complaint and had
deteriorated to such a degree that he
could no longer assist his brother in the
business.

One day, under physical sufferance, he
went the short distance from his home to
the blacksmith shop. He was about to
leave for home, and was only a couple of
yards from the shop, when a terrific bolt
of lightning splintered the tree from top
to bottom. The handicaﬁped man was
lifted off the ground and thrown back into
the blacksmith shop.

Surprisingly he did not seem to be
severely hurt by the explosion, and as the
days went by, his crippling complaint
began to show improvement. Some time
later he continued again in the
bl ith game in J

Blyth District Council x Hoyleton Hotel
(%

avison)

Hoyleton

R. & D, Buttler Redpath’s Country Band

P.0. & General Store (R. Redpath)
Hoyleton Hoylet

Australia & Ni Claude Sarre Pty. Ltd.

ew
Zealand Banking Group

Pty. Lid. - Balaklava Branch
The S.A. Brewing Co. Ltd.

Manufacturing Jeweller

& Watch Repairs. Adelaide

Taylors Wines Pty. Ltd
ine make

Adelaide ers, Aubrn
Elders Pastoral Central Fuel Supply Py Lid.
Balaklava (R. & M. Linke)
& Clare ki
H.J. Philp Walker Ford
Chemist (R.J. Walker)
Balaklava Balaklava
Judith Ibbott Tom's Supermarket
Trophy Supplies (RC&R. Smith)
Balaklava Balaklava
Agcorp Farmers Co-op Ltd R, & B. McCracken
Balaklava BP Agents
Balaklava
V.M. Atyeo Langdon's Shoe Store
Butcher Balaklava
Balaklava
Balaklava Stitch Joint  F' ks Chicken Takeaway
(C. Jenner) o lar Tucks ChSKE'D. Dudiey)
Balaklava Balaklava

The Hoyleton Jubilee 150 Committee gratefully
acknowledge support given by the following

Balaklava Hardware Booth, Woodham & Assoc.
(G. Rowland) Licensed Agents

al alaklava
Balaklava Electronics House

(E. &

Balaklav

Balaklava Fruit Bowl

(W& A. Pethick)
ava

Balaklava Printi
arkling) oW

Greg's Quality Meat
(G. Maxwel

Balakl, alaklava
Fabric ‘n Fashion Mickel's Menswear
Balaklava (M. Mickel)
Balaklava
B.D, Chaplin Dalgety Bennetts Farmers
(Price’s Bakery) Balaklava
Balaklava
Balaklava Motors Balaklava Fine Foods
(D. Underwood) (T Blatchford)
Balaklava Balaklava

sponsors :

ava Balaklava

Greg & Judy Smith Guenevere Boutique
‘Home Video' Balaklava
Balaklava

Roberts Fruit & Veg. Mid North Tyre Service
(W. & E. Roberts) (K R

obinson)
Balaklava
Hair Directors Sharlee Fashions
for Guys and Gals (G. Rule) (L. & reh)

Balaklava aklava
Rollins Deli Reid's Sery-Wel
(A. & J_Rollins) (T. & C. Reid)
Balakiava Balaklava
Balaklava Sports Store A. & B. Ryan
(W. & B. Hinnells) *Carriers’
Balaklava Halbury
Clare Foodland George Mclnerney & Amber
(F. Dinham) Insurance Brokers
Clare Clare

J.E. Beckman H.R. Sanders
“Town & Country Store’ Grain & General Merchants
Blyth Clare
N, & M. Wiech & Son Biyth Hotel
“Carriers” (D. & J. Kraft)
Kybunga Biyth
D.T. & M.E. Earle Tan Roberts
‘Carriers’ ‘Medika Gallery*
Clare Blyth
F. Pink & Sons W.S.B, Distributors
General Hardware Clare
Clare

MeLeod Tyres E K. Dunstan & Co.
Tyre Dealers Eléctrical Engineers
Clare Clare

Les McDonald
Tailor - Menswear
are

Miller Anderson Ltd
Clare

Trevor Haysman
Hairdresser & Sports Goods
Clare

Clewers Electrical

(J.F. Clewer)

Clare

Enfield Furnishers Jubilee 150 Board
are

C.LT.Y. (Community

Ipvolvement Through
‘outh)

and members of our local community.

Grant Burford
(sketches)
Watervale

CHARLES ALDERMAN
EARLY TEAMSTER
Othrough where Balaklava was

later to be, and later to reside

After trying his luck in the Bendigo
gold fields in the early 1850’s, he returned
making bricks for the homestead and out-
buildings. He is also recorded as holding
to be nearly 93 and frequently recalled
memories of Dunn’s Hotel on the great

Another memory that remained vivid
in his mind was being attacked by bush-
diggings. "They seemed to realise that
we were poor diggers and were not
fellows,” he said.

Over the years there has been a grad-
Balaklava that once was regarded as the
Manufacturing Centre of the North.
health, business, administrative and
retirement centre of considerable mag-
young, the aged and the infirm.

THE BOWMAN FAMILY -
mong the earliest settlers of the
Lower Wakefield were the

high standard of determination to
achieve their goals; goals which
and set-backs.

Four brothers - Edmund, John,
John, left their farm in the hands of an
agent in England, and set sail for Wes-
they were reported as having landed in
Van Diemans Land, as strong winds
landing place. They persevered nine
years there before Edmund arrived in
wreck on Troubridge Shoals, losing all
possessions.
and came back with a few sheep and
horses. The balance of the family, except

ne of the first teamsters to pass
there, was Charles Alderman.
to work for Mr Bowman at ‘Werocata’,
a wine licence in the early 1870's. He live
Gulf Road
rangers when returning from the
unduly rough with us. Quite a nice lot of
ual change of character for the town of
Toda‘); it lays claim to be an educational,
nitude, with facilities to cater for the
SETTLERS

ABowman family. They set a
were not realised without problems
Thomas and William - and their father
tern Australia in 1829. Six months later,
caused the ship to miss the desired
South Australia after surviving a ship-

Edmund soon returned to Tasmania
two girls who stayed at school, came

-as the man in charge turned reckless.

here. Brothers John and William, aged 13 =

and 11 respectively, accompanied a con-
signment of sheep from Tasmania and
had full responsibility of caring for them

The{ watered them out of bottles.
After successfully growing wheat near

Dry Creek, where they were the first to | .

use Ridley’s reaping machines, the
Bowmans took up land near Burra and

then moved down along the Wakefield
where they had taken out large leases.
Edmund was drowned in the River
Wakefield when it is believed he slipped
as he fell into the water. He was aged 48
and had six children.
Bowman, who held the run from the
Wakefield Bridge to Port Henry, visited
pany. He complained about the cattle of
the bullock drivers interfering with his
chase a portion of his run for £350.
BALAKLAVA
I clearly linked to changes in the
transport routes of the Lower
Plains tramway began operation in
Januar%/i. 1870, and had the imme-
e

the traffic, particularly of grain
carting, along the Gulf Road.
Premises along the route to close down,
or example, Dunns Hotel. A new centre.
of grain was necessary.

Corn merchant, Charles Fisher J.P.,
described as being near the White Gate
where several roads met (believed to be
119 allotments in 1869 and the area was
called Balaklava. With another gentle-
ed and stacked wheat on allotment one.

The first grain laden trucks began to
1870. The Adelaide Chronicle reported
shortly afterwards on Balaklava - "It is|
way the trucks are allowed to run down
the lramwai/‘ loaded, sometimes in the

Tragedy struck in August, 1866, when
on a tree trunk, possibly stunning himself
Early in 1850 it was reported that Mr
Mr Walters of the Patent Copper Com-
sheep and wanted the Company to pur-
he beginnings of Balaklava are
North. The Port Wakefield - Hoyle’s
diate effect of drastically reducing
This reduced traffic may have forced
for the concentration and transportation
purchased 88 acres close to the railway,
Whitwarta Crossing) . He surveyed it into
man, named William Howe, he purchas-
gravitate to Port Wakefield in January
considered there is a ﬁreat danger in the
middle of the night, without carrying

even a light to warn travellers who might

Burra Manager
Peter Bartlett
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Australia.

elopment, which

The Gulf Road from Burra to Port Wake-
field was a key factor in the economic
development of the mid-north of South

The road helped rural and business dev-
in turn brought the
former Savings Bank of South Australia to

j

i £
The first mill - Balaklava

be crossing the line on the Government

crossing at the time. It is thought that the

authorities should put a stop to such a

perilous practice. The trucks probably

ilrave"l at the rate of at least 20 miles per
our.

Seasons of growth

Being merely on the Port Wakefield -
Hoyle's Plains tramway and not at the
terminus, or the port, Balaklava did not
grow as rapidly as first envisaged. The
surrounding land h be cleared
before it could be tilled and cropped.
However, as the arable area increased,

ex
roduction rose, so did the demand for
arm workers.

An article in a newspaper of Decem-
ber, 1874, reads, "All the farmers are
busy carting in the wheat. The crops both
for quantity and quality are excelling
those reaped for many years past. One
large farmer is getting twice off his land
as he did last year and the scrub land is
turning out in places nearly 20 bushels
per acre, so we could have quite a content
Eopulation if the price were a little bit

igher. Messrs Verco Bros are erecting a
mill in the township. Its completion will
suptply a want long felt by the inhabi-
tants”.

"The coming elections are not yet
causing much excitement, but the candi-
dates for parliament will undoubtedly be
asked to pledge themselves to endeavour
to get telegraph communications estab-
lished between Balaklava and the rest of
the civilised world. A telegraph line was
within about three miles of the township,
so that a branch would be but a small
undertaking and is certainly necessary in
a place which boasts of a railway station
and sends away thousands of bushels of
wheat each week.”

The machinery manufacturers and the
coach and other vehicle builders rose to

as Balaklava’s agricultural

-

T

the
base expanded. They supplied the local
farmers, as well as non locals, including
some in Western Australia. Their pro-
ducts had a reputation of being the best
available. For this they were rewarded
m’ having Balaklava regarded as the

anufacturing Centre of the North.

Chronicle, February 15, 1875 - Balak-
lava: "Last week was an exciting one in
this quiet township. The election caused a
considerable amount of interest. This is
the first time that Balaklava has been a
polling place and 97 electors recorded
their votes.”

When the government surveyed the
adjoining 275 acres into 26 small sections,

| SURVIVING THE OLD DAYS

0 survive in the early days of
Balaklava meant hardships
A and probl for most peop
Bill Gregor tells us some of the
stories of these times....

“Stories from reliable people, cate-
gorically assert that a ladf from Watch-
man'’s Plain regularly rolled a 36 litre
cask some 8 km to Whitwarta, filled it
.with water from a spring and then rolled
it back again, to be used for household
purposes.

_"Another man survived solely on a
little bran and pollard until he was able to
obtain work to earn money for something
better. A contractor occasionally bought
some apples. The children were allowed
the seeds, stem and skin, but the father
had the rest, as it was imperative that he
maintained his strength.

"A very reliable man told me once that
he helped nurse his baby brother until
after several months, the baby, of one
year, died in his arms. His father was
working six days a week at the mill for six
shillings a week. There was insufficient
food for the quite large family, and the
loss on that occasion was, in his mind, due
solely to malnutrition. He said that
though he had not achieved Igreatness in
his long life, he was grateful the good
Lord had seen fit to let him fulfil one
promise he had made to himself at the
time of his brother’s death - namely, that
he never get married and possibly be
partly responsible for bringing someone
into the world who might have to suffer as
his family and many others had.

“The man was in his eighties, and con-
sidering his afe‘ I very diplomatically
suggested thatif he found someone loving
and kind to care for him, surely it woul
now be safe to consider marriage.
Immediately and seriouslr he replied,
"Not on your blooming life! ”.

Balaklava area program

O The re-enactment party will arrive at
Devil's Garden at about 10.30am on the
morning of Monday October 27. Members
of the National Trust will bring forward
the history of the ‘Garden’ in relation to
the bustling copper carting days.
O The party will arrive near the River
Wakefield at Kaurna Bridge to set up
camp at about 3.30pm on October 27. The
community is invited, if it wishes, to join
in the fun. Bring along your own
barbecue tea from 6pm and share the
experiences of the bullockies and mule-
teers around the camp fire.
O At 10.30am on Tuesday October 28, as
the cavalcade proceeds into Balaklava, a
plaque will be unveiled at Dunn’s Hotel
site. The cavalcade will then proceed into
the town centre, arriving at about 1lam
when a welcome will be given by the
Mayor of Wakefield Plains, Mr Reg.
Shepherd. A plaque will be unveiled to
mark Council’s involvement in the
Jubilee 150 celebrations.
O The Balaklava Business and Traders
Association are organising a ‘Pioneer
Wagon Fair' which will be centred
around the Triangle. There will be static
and working displays of all those things
which were done in those early years
such as: spinning, weaving, wood
turning, rope making, leather saddle
making, blade shearing etc.

Foods of all types of the era will be on
sale, such as scones, damper, billy tea,

70 allotments and parklands in 1872 the
s o
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steak sandwiches etc., so no-one needs to
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The arrival of the Bank in early 1912 bred
confidence and was a demonstration of

Business people and farmers have benefit-
ted from the decision. State Bank has
carried on the friendliness and tradition of
good service established by the old Savings

number one bank and through its assoc-
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Executor Trustee and Agency Company of
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rivate portion. What is believed to be the
Pirsl shop in Balaklava was on allotment
one of this portion, and was operated by
Joseph Moore who claimed to have
witnessed from sea the battle after which
the town had been named.

worry about food. X y

Bil{y boiling competitions will be held,
and the re-enactment party will be given
lunch by the Senior Citizens before
departing for Port Wakefield at afm.
They will camp just west of the Balak-
lava township.
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WHITWARTA

his account of the ‘town and
I early events was written by the
late Bill Hoepner, whose father
owned the blacksmith shop. He cued
many bullocks in those early days
before 1900 and shod many horses.
Whitwarta virtually had its begin-
nings with the copper carting from Burra
to Port Wakefield as it had a good supgly
of fresh water and offered a suitable
crossing over the River Wakefield. The
Patent Copper Company owned a section
of the land on the southern side of the
river. No doubt it was a wel. resting

Eve? boy was usually the proud owner
of a ‘shanghai’. This peculiarly named
destructive affair was often made from
the interior of a football and a forked
stick. A boy’s aim with a shanghai was
usually pretty good.

One lady going home across the yard
carrying a jug of milk became a target.
She put up her arm that was holding the
jug. Smack - the jug got the stone and she
was left holding only the handle. Another
happening, and why I went to bed with no
tea, involves a goose. One of mum's geese
was found knocking about with a drooped
wing. On investigation the damning proof
was there in the form of anice little stone

place for the bullock drivers and mule-
teers.

A town was later established, but it
never grew to much, but could boast a
hotel, store, post office, blacksmith shop,
church, school and a few dwellings.

The hotel existed from 1866 to 1923 and
had in that time only eight publicans.
Many stories have been told of exploits
there. Most of the farmers went into
Balaklava shopping on Saturday as the
shops were open all day. Certain far-
mers made it a practice to call in at the
hotel on the way home. Periodically a
race would start from Balaklava to see
who could get to the pub first. The one
who reached the bridge first was able to
groclaim himself winner, as only one

uggy could cross the bridge at ané' one
time. The pace they approached the
briddge, and the sharp turn into the hotel
yard just beyond, caused many a cap-
size. Some serious accidents occurred.

The hotel was open on Sundays and
usually the ‘drag’ as it was known (a four
wheeled vehicle with enough seating for
16 people) came down from Werocata.
Things got pretty willing. Fights were
ver% frequent events. :

The river was always causing concern,
with floods occurring on average every
three years. A great flood took place in
1896. A hill on the main road, about a mile
and a half north of the town prevented
flood waters from getting to a nearby
lake. The flat country between the hiil
and Whitwarta was soon covered with 2 ft
of water. This new ‘lake’ had to be gotten
rid of, so a channel was excavated
through the hill and the water drained
away.

A BOY’S MEMORIES
s the River Wakefield at Whit-
Awarta had permanent deep
water holes, it was always
Ereat swimming during the summer.
ike all boys, as soon as they arrived
home from church by horse and
buggy, the first thing before dinner

was a dip in the river.
This practice would lead to a telling off

if caught - little did we realise the tell-tale
sign of wet hair.

from a sh
My {)arents were awaf' down at
Rosedale for a few days. Ral lying all the
kids of our small town, we headed to a
four wheeled vehicle which for most of
the year had a water tank on it. We would
get it up the hill which was directly
ehind the house, and all hanging on, or
seated, would come careering down,
Dozens of times we had the pleasure of
the ride, but not on one occasion. This
time things didn’t go right. Instead of
going straight down, the vehicle went
crooked, hit a post, and that’s why I have
four and a half fingers on mY right hand.
After milking in the evening the cows
usually had to be taken to a paddock ad-
Jjoining the school. Jim Burns, a chap
employed by the council, who was paid to
crack stones small enough to go through
a two inch iron ring. Father told us over
and over again that we should come
straight back. Jim lived in a tent. This
night he had a spur-winged plover and
soup from the bird for tea. He invited me
to have a plate. I %ralet'ully accepted, but
it was to my double sorrow. The soup was
terribly hot with too much pepper, and to
add to that, my father was waiting for
me

I started to walk faster and so did my
father. When I got near, he quickened his
pace and gave me one of the hardest slaps
over the ear I ever got in my boyhood
days. It lifted me right off the ground and
then I fell, with the parting words that my
dad often used, "That will teach you, you
young yunker”.

Fred Wilson, who kept the store next to
our house, had a 17 hand grey horse,
which he kept in show condition. Its'
name was ‘Greyling’. New Year's night
was always the night for mischief. We,
the boys of the town, got the horse below
the hill when all were sleeping peace-
fully. Starting up at the head, we put
black rings all over its body with boot
Follsh, It took many tins and iooked very
unny, as if it was all ready for a footy
match,

BY ES HOEPNER

Below - J.R. Hoepner’s blacksmith
shop at Whitwarta - late 1800's.

--to his Mum .~
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THE RISE AND FALL OF
THE WHITWARTA HOTEL

he Whitwarta Hotel, built on the

northern banks of the River

Wakefield in the early 1860’s,

was run by a number of colourful

gnzaracters, until it closed its doors in
3.

The first licensees, between 1866 and
1885 were the Pinks - David, Samuel and
Mrs Pink. W. Powell held the license for a
short time in 1886 until Henry Wickham
Clark took it over later that year. Appar-
ently the hotel was owned by Mr Bowman
who had leased it to a Mr McLeaI\:I. In
turn, Mr McLeay sub-leased it to H.W.
Clark. The rent was £80 for the first two
years and £90 for the third and fourth
years.

Following the 1914-18 War, the increas-
ed use of motor vehicles for private use
and for the transportation of goods began
to spell out the end of the small hotels
situated outside of larger towns. The
House trade became less and less as
travellers were able to move more
quickly. Simultaneously Henry Clark
suffered poor health, hisfarm crops were
also poor, and at the age of 70 he was quite
prepared to sell his business. Sometime
during the intervening years he must
have purchased the hotel, although there
are no records of this. The only verificat-
ion of the purchase comes from
‘Wooroora Producer’, dated September
19, 1918, when he was in court before
Messrs Nesbit, Thomas and Halcomb for
not installing a segtic tank system on the

remises and for this his license was to be
orfeited under Section 79 of
Licensing Act.

the

The popular Whitwarta Hotel - now in ruins.

"Mr Clark said that he would not be

able to carry out the order on account of
being busy with his farm work and be-
cause the House trade did not pay. If it
were necessary to carry on some other
occupation to make the House pay, then it
was evident that it was not required for
the accommodation of the public.”
. The court requested the defendant to
install the septic system, and in reply to
the Court as to whether he had tried to
carry out the work, he said he had not and
he’d be damned before he would try.

Apparently Henry Wickham Clark
stuck to his word and the Court stuck to
theirs and so the license must have
lapsed from that time. From about that
time onwards, the Whitwarta Hotel
became Whitwarta House. A few travel-
lers were still given private accommod-
ation, and petrol and a small range of
goods were sold.

Mr Clark died in 1923 aged 74 and his
wife Annie died in 1938, aged 81.

BILL LANGE -
A FUNNY STORY

ill Lange, who as a young mar-

ried man, lived in a house some

distance from Whitwarta. He
was by nature very nervous.

One very dark night whilst walking
home from the pub he hal;‘)pened tohavea
large parrot feather stuck in his hat band,
A strong breeze made this feather give
off a distinct musical hum, which made
Bill quicken his pace, The quicker he got,
the more distinct the strange noise. Then
nerves got the better of him and he ran
home, pursued by the noise. He rushed

T
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EDWARD GIBBON
WAKEFIELD

(Adelaide Chronicle, August 11, 1932)

ver a hundred years ago a

¥oung man, by means of a

orged letter, stole a young
heiress from a school near Liverpool.
He rushed her to Gretna Green where
they were married. Then he took her
to France. She was taken from him
by her relatives. He could have es-
caped to the United States, but he
pret‘erred to return to London to
‘face the music”. He was sentenced
to three years’ imprisonment for
abducting the girl. He was Edward
Gibbon Wakefield. Port Wakefield
commemorates his name.

Abduction of Ellen Turner

Port Wakefield, therefore, is named
after a man who abducted a school girl.

It commemorates Edward Gibbon
Wakefield, constitutionalist and Empire
builder; one of the most romantic figures
in the history of British colonisation. He
was not only the author of the scheme
under which South Australia was
founded; incidentally the same plan was
apglied to the colonisation of New Zeal-
and.

Behind the name of Wakefield lies a
story almost without parallel - the story
of a young man’s folly, his fall, his
redemption, and his immense services to
the Empire. I propose to tell that tale.
The events narrated happened in
England over 150 years ago.

One day, March 7, 1826, a carriage
drove up to the door of a school for young
ladies in a suburb of Liverpool. The
school was kept by a Miss Daulty, and
was one of those very select and strict
institutions in which the daughters of
well-to-do parents were incarcerated in
the days when girls were of the prunes
and prisms tyge. and to look at a young
man without the supervision of a sharp-
eyed, old-fashioned chaperon, was a
social sin equal to the violation of all the
commandments.

A servant descended from the
carriage, and presented a letter to the
principal, It bore the signature of a Dr
Ainsworth. It told her that the mother of
one of her pupils, Ellen Turner, had been
suddenly taken ill, and desired that her
daughter should be sent to her immediat-
ely. The further request was made that
the girl should not be informed of the
cause of her recall.

Ellen was an heiress, the offspring of a
wealthy weaver. The school mistress
never suspected that the letter was a
hoax. The girl's box was hurriedly
packed, she climbed into the vehicle, and
it started off.

A few miles along the road the carriage
stocf ed, and Edward Gibbon Wakefield
and his brother William got in. They were
ready with a plausible story, and got the
girl to go with them to Carlisle. There
they told her that her father was on the
brink of ruin. The only means by which
she could save his fortune was by her
marrying Edward Gibbon Wakefield.

The seclusion by which girls were sur-
rounded did not make them adept at see-
m% through a ruse. Ellen proved remark-
ably pliable. She consented to go to
Gretna Green where the ceremony was
performed. It was a strange fact thatthe
marriage was never consumated.
Wakefield told her she must learn to love
‘P_xm: first before she became his wife in

act.

After the wedding the young couple set
out for London, and then for Calais. When
news of the girl's abduction got around
there was the devil to pay. Her father was
the sheriff of his county, and he raised
Cain. The Elrl's brother and some friends
followed the young pair to France.

Confronted by her relatives, Ellen
renounced her husband, and returned
with them to England, after a curious
scene, which appears to have been
conducted on the lines of exaggerated
&olner}ess. rather than hot anger.

Vakefield calmly admitted that, had the
circumstances been reversed, and his
sister been the victim, he would have shot
the abductor in cold blood. He made a
vow that "she and I have been as brother
and sister”. The girl's brother politely
removed the ring from his sister’s finger,
and handed it to Wakefield. Wakefield
said he would preserve it all his life. I
cannot tell you if he did. -

Divorced by Parliament

The case became the sensation of the
day. It was now evident that Wakefield
could not escare the legal consequences
of his prank. His friends urged himto flee
to the United States. He decided toreturn
to England and face the music. His
reason was that his brother William was
already under arrest for his part in the
business. Edward Wakefield was sen-
tenced to three years' imprisonment in
Newgate gaol. That, however, was not
the end of the story.

The question now arose, was Ellen
Turner the legitimate wife of Edward
Gibbon Wakefield? By Scottish law she
was. By English law she was not. Here
was a tangle. It was unravelled by the
English Parliament passinﬁa special Act
disallowing the marriaie. ut Wakefield
still wanted his bride. And he fought for
her. He acrpeared before the House of
Lords and made a wonderful appeal
against the dissolution of the marriage.
But to no purpose. The Bill was passed.

Ellen Turner subsequently married a
Mr Legh. She died in childbirth about the
time Wakefield came out of gaol.

One curious fact which emerged from
the trial was that the abduction was the
result of a promise Wakefield had made
to his ”set” in Paris that he would "carry
away the weaver’s daughter”.

This matter of carrying off his wives
was a habit with Wakefield. He was
married in strange circumstances before
the event occurred of which I have told
you. He eloped with his first wifein 1816. I
should have told you he was a widower
when he abducted Ellen turner.

His first wife was a beautiful girl with
means. Wakefield was practically

enniless. It was said at the time of his

irst marriage that he was after the girl’s
money. But that was disproved. He was
passionately fond of Eliza Pattle.

She was the daughter of an Indian
merchant. Her father was dead when
Wakefield met her, and she lived with her
mother under the care of two uncles.
These gentlemen were much addicted to
cockfighting which the future coloniser of
South Australia abhorred as brutal. But
he pretended a keen interest in the sgorl
and so won the regard of the two elders.
Nevertheless, they did not want him for a
nephew. One day in July, 1815, two
carriages left the place in Tunbridge
Wells where the Pattles were living. In
one were Edward Wakefield and Eliza. In
the other were two people dressed to
represent them. The uncles were given
the “tip” about the elopement, but - well,
they followed the wrong carriage.

Such, in his youth, was the man whose
name was given to Port Wakefield. As an
Empire-builder he was a genius. It is to
his efforts that we owe self-government
in the dominions. Wakefield established
it in Canada. Then it could not be refused
to Australia and New Zealand.

The Wakefield plan of colonisation was
lhou%hl out in prison: indeed, some say
that had Wakefield not come into contact
with the miseries of Newgate, the famous
scheme would never have been given to
the world. At all events, it was after his
release that Wakefield took up so ener-
getically the question of scientific
colonisation. One of his earliest converts
was George Fife Angas, who founded
South Australia.

A CHANGE IN ROLE

he opening of Port Wakefield

I had halved the distance, and

accordingly the cost, of trans-
port between Burra and Adelaide.

By 1851 there were 1,000 men and boys
employed at the Burra Burra mine, the
town’s population being 5,000 souls.
There were many nationalities, includi

Mr Johnson took over the vessels
because he was convinced that Port
Wakefield, because of its position in
regards to major agricultural districts,
would become the port of shipment for
the whole of the wheat belt between the
ranges North, East and West.

@
Better to send the wheat to Port Wake-
field, i d of ding it to Wallaroo,

German, British and Irish employed at
the mine or nearby smelting works, or
inv<l>lved in the transport of wood, ore and
coal.

‘When copper carting ended on the Gulf
Road the port took on another role. Mr
J.J. Johnson, who resided in Port Wake-
field in the 1850’s, was employed by the
Patent Copper Company as an interpre-
ter between the Company and the Chilean
muleteers. When the change came, he
took charge of three vessels belonging to
the Company - the ‘Eubank’, ‘Henry' and
‘Four Brothers’.

which was a further 40 miles away over
the Hummock Ranges.

The port was also central to many of
the big wool producing districts of the
Mid North. It saw great traffic in wheat
and wool. During the best season of its
history, over 400,000 bags of wheat were
delivered to the Port.

Because Port Wakefield is tidal, all
movement of agricultural goods were
done by lighlerinf (small flat bottomed
ketches drawing little water). As many
as 27 ketches could be tied up at the wharf
at any one time.




THE PIONEERS

(Wakefield Sun, 1910)

“Honour the first bold pioneers who
braved the stormy sea, 3
And left the burdened Motherland to win
their liberty.

They bowed beneath misfortunes stroke
in countries far away, i

But laid the grand foundation stone of
British power today.

Theirs was exgerience few could know, a
trial few could bear,

And many were the souls that fled
through famine and despair.

But still in opposition’s face, the bravest
struggled on,

Until at last success was reached, at last
the work was done. y

Honour the hardy Captain Cook who
found our own fair land,

And set the Union Jack afloat in right of

s(;)ofle acl‘lm:.hmeangdr:ea! explorers then, the| Above-The ramway at Bowmans Below - Port Wakefield Railway Station, 1918.
g}e‘atest fa‘; w;:lggh atilo to e Nation At bottom - Port Wakefield Railway Station in busier days.

o gave the
of theg free. i
Those men would feel rewarded for their
daring enterprise, 2
If they could know how great they are in
modern people’s eyes, y
For very few could understand, who lived
in early Xears,
The hardships and the bravery of those
first pioneers.”

Steam
Power

TRAMWAY TO RAILWAY

he tramway from Port Wake-

I field to Hoyleton was built to

cater for the Auburn/Clare

agricultural district and was the first
agricultural line in the State.

The line orened on Januarz 1, 1870.
Carriages rolled down the slight decline
from Hoyleton to Port Wakefield and
were returned to Hoyleton, pulled by
horse teams.

. The tramway was not a great success
in the first year as there was a light
harvest and the facilities were primi-
tive. The returns were so low in fact that
two successive private lessees could not
make a go of it. Eventually the govern-
ment took over the tramway and made
many renovations. In the following
years, the tramway was so successful in
channelling produce to Port Wakefield
that in 1875 it was extended 10 miles
towards Blyth, This increased business
so much that the line was refitted for
using locomotives.

Many people in Port Wakefield were
not happy with the railway as they felt it
was the ruination of the town. In Sep-
tember, 1877, the government oﬂ'qred a
€50 reward for information resulting in
the apprehension and conviction of those
people responsible for placmg a fence

ost across the line 17 miles from Port
akefield.

In 1878, the Port Wakefield to Kadina
railway line was opened after four years
of construction. The first station master
was also the Harbour Master, Custom'’s
Officer, Licencer of Fishing Boats and
Excise Duty Officer, and he held these
positions until 1912. The railway became
so much in demand that major
workshops and a turntable were estab-
lished in Port Wakefield. These provided
considerable employment for an increa-
sing population.

The railway line was for many years
narrow gauge and was converted to
broad gauge in the 1920's. In 1923 the
broad gauge railway line from Salisbury
to Snowtown was completed. This
railway was planned to link Adelaide
with the great East-West Transcontinen-
tal Railway. The direct access to
Adelaide which this line offered took
most of the traffic from the Port Wake-
field line. The effects of this new railway
on Port Wakefield were truly felt when
the large railway workshops and all those
who worked in them were transferred to
the more central location of
Peterborough.
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2 e " > 3
Serving Port Waketield_and | BEEEEGH B S A o o R i
surroundin, istricts for a 1910 to 1212. It kly edition, .
mechanicaf repairs and total printed in Port Wakefield and went on orlg_ma general stores;

vehicle service. sale each Friday. serving the people of our

"TRUCKSCIRACIONS | melnigapessie pon ke o i s
onitor which wa; rin
CONDITIONING between 1915 and 1941, It ceased produc: N 11 WALTER ST., PORT WAKEFIELD
/~ tion due to the outbreak of World War II. 2

PAGE 38 - ‘A Story of Movement’
the accommodation problem. It may also
LAW AND ORDER have been because of the lack of

B Dﬁcembsehr’d 1851, ha lécensed abundant fresh water.
rinking Shed on the Govern-| pojice were replaced again il 2
ment Reserve at Port Wakefield [1855, when the English and oAnugzr;';}iasﬁ
was the cause of riots and drunken- |Copper companﬁ offered to allow them to
ness. occul)y a small house at Port Wakefield.
A plea was made to the Colonial Secre- | Finally, on January 15, 1858, at a cost of
tary by the English and Australia Copper |£727/8/3 a new limestone, brick and slate
company to have the shed removed as it [building was completed on the Govern-
was seriously hindering business at the | ment Reserve. This building included a
ort and both life and property were |Court room, Magistrate’s Office, Police
eing endangered. Office, Troopers Rooms, Aborigines
The Colonial Secretary instructed the |Store, stables and forage and living
Police Commissioner to see that a 2uarters of a bedroom and kitchen. The
moving patrol made an occasional visit |A
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to Port Wakefield. This patrol would
probably have come from Clare.

In 1852, the Police Commissioner wrote
to the Colonial Secretary asking for
permission to send a permanent force of
}Jolice to Port Wakefield to control "its

loating fopulation of seamen and

bullock drivers who were causing inces-
sant trouble (neither class remarkable
for its sobriety). With the Public House
free of Police surveillance many drunken
fights occuring, the worst resulting in a
man having his jaw shot off”.

The Police Commissioner sufgested
that at least two police, or one sufficiently
strong officer would be necessary to
handle the men.

Port Wakefield was recognised as
being in a key geographical position for a
Police Station, and as early as May 20,
1853, the Colonial Architect had prepared
plans and specifications for building a
Police Station and house at Port

first one of its kind north of Adelaide. It
dispensed flour to the natives.

The buildinf was expanded with the
addition of cells, exercise yard and public
toilets, completed March 18, 1875, at a
cost of £239/11/2. A police residence was
built in 1910 to which a new kitchen was
added in 1926.

The early police district was a large
one, particularly since those early
patrols were done on horseback and con-
sisted of one corporal and one constable.
Neighbouring stations were Gawler,
Kapunda and Clare to the east, Mt
Remarkable to the north and Moorowie
to the west. Horses were ridden to Clare
or to Gawler for reshodding until a black-
smith began a business in Port
Wakefield.

Besides patrolling the public houses,
some of the police work included

investigating horse and sheep stealing,

The National Trust listed Port Wakefield Police Station and Courthouse.

Wakefield. A shortage of funds and
labour prevented the building.

Police were first sent to be stationed at
Port Wakefield on March 20, 1853. P.C.
Hooker and P.C. Taylor arrived, but left
Port Wakefield and travelled back to
Dunn’s ‘Wakefield Bridge Inn' (now
Balaklava) because they could not find
accommodation for man or beast at Port
Wakefield.

They eventually found accommoda-
tion at a Public House at the Port runby a
Mr Fulcher. There was no other suitable
accommodation at the Port, but under-
standably, Mr Fulcher did not like police
staying in his Public House. Finally the
Commissioner instructed his officers to
stay at Dunn’s Inn. The officers patrolled
between the two towns, occasionally
staying overnight in the Port.

They were withdrawn from the area on
December 28, 1854, probably because of

some of which was done by natives and
some by the bullock drivers. Police
located runaway sailors and dealt with
those sailors who refused to work and
searched for people reported missing
after their horses returned without them.

The Rising Sun Hotel, Port Wakefield

The Terminus Hotel - now the Port Wakefield Hotel
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FIRST WAKEFIELD Onle lu.f u(;ef fexl remi?jderfs that }he:e

eople lived for thousands of years in the

RESIDENTS G/afeﬁeld area is the stone technology

. @ which they left behind. Even today these

efore the arrival of the first |tools can be found at old campsites where

European settlers to the Port [they were last used and discarded by

Wakefield area, the country |their owners. These remain and remind

was inhabitated by a group of Abo- [us that we are not the first inhabitants of
riginal people known as the Nan- |Port Wakefield.

tuwara.

The Nantuwara (meaning kangaroo

eople) were a branch of the Adelaide

lains tribe which consisted of a number
of groups bound together by the same
language and culture.

The Nantuwara, like traditional abori-
ginal societies, lived a subsistence
hunting and gathering existence and as
the tidal flats around Port Wakefield
were in the group’s tribal area, much
time was spent collecting seafood there.

The fate of these primitive people is not
really known, but it is believed that
European diseases had a devastating
effect on tribal numbers and lifestyle. By
the time the first European settlers
arrived in the Port Wakefield area, few,
if any, of the Nantuwara remained.

THAT DOG POISONER
(The ‘Wakefield Sun’, 1910)

“Again the dog poisoner is on the war,
path, and last week four more of these,
canine pets went to rest. Someone is
responsible, and it is a shame this das-
tardly mean individual cannot be
brought to ‘toe the line’. He deserves a

ood ducking in the creek, and then
ished out with a grappling line, and even
this would bq treating him too kindly for

K PRICES BAKERY
FOR ALL YOUR
Bread & Confectionery
Cornish Hot Pasties & Pies
Drinks & Sandwiches

Port Wakefield 671 138

PORT WAKEFIELD
SEAFOOD SHOP

Fish & Hot Chips

Speciality
Smoked Fish
_and all Seafresh
Fish, Crays & Prawns

Phone 671 138

EARLY LOCAL

n 1878 the District Council of Port
Wakefield was established. The
first councillors appointed were
Messrs. Diprose, Smart, Rumble,
Forrest and Mills.
Mr John Rumble (owner of the general
store in Walter Street, which today oper-
ates as the Port Wakefield Serv-wel

Store) was appointed chairman.

The first assessments were confirmed
at £11,206 based on a rate of 9 pence to the
pound. A grant of £200 with other items
gave a capital of £655 for general im-

Members of the District Council of Port Wakefield in 1903 - back row: W.
lwlmile{\}m'?g. R. Drake, W. Spells; frontrow: J. Peter, J. Housten, T. McCabe (town
. Higford.

GOVERNMENT

provements to the town and district.
The Corporation of Port Wakefield
came into existence in 1881.

A report in 1909 stated "Among the
many improvements of late is the
planting of Gum, Pepper and Pine trees
in the various streets, the draining of the
streets by the dry well system, the re-
locating of main and district roads, new
footpaths and lighting of the streets by
accetylene gas. The area controlled by
the District Council of Port Wakefield
was over 200,000 acres.

W. Eatts, C.

clerk),

|

N,

his unscr practices.”

The old flour mill in Burra Street, later purchased to process Lochiel salt.

Another attempt in 1883, by Hubble and
Company, also met with little success.

FLOUR MILL

n 1867 Mr Ferguson (later a chair-
I man of the District Council) erec-

ted a flour mill in Burra Street. It
was hoped it would find plenty of
work from local farmers, but
af)paremly had little success and
closed down after a few years.

In 1912 the Australian Salt Compan,
was formed to process salt from Lochiel.
The Company took over the old flour mill
and converted it to wash, crush and
refine the salt.




DIVERTING THE RIVER

E the course of the River Wake-
field. It now flows out throuﬁh
Pelican Bay, instead of through the

Port, as it did in the copper carting
days.

arthworks were conducted at
Port Wakefield which changed

Flooding was a common occurrence until
the river was diverted.

Below - The undermined railway lines.

This was done because the river con-
tinually silted up the harbour. This re-
quired constant dredging which was a
costly business. Changing the river’s

course would, it was hoped, stop the
floods which occasionally engulfed parts
of the town.

The work was done mostly with pick
and shovels, with the earth being shifted
in wheelbarrows. The earth dug out was
used to form a levee on the southern side
of the canal.

" GREGS
QUALITY
MEAT

Catering for the area with

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Specialists in

HOME CURED HAM,
BACON & SMALLGOODS

Contract Slaughtering
and Primal Cuts

BALAKLAVA
\Ph. (088) 621 612

PORT WAKEFIELD
Ph. (088) 671 lll/

HEALTH AND HOSPITAL

n 1933 Port Wakefield opened its
Iown hospital. The hospital was

built in Burra Street, and was
gfened by the Rev. E. Woollacott.

iss O. Lomman was the first
matron.

It had seven beds and was soon in great
demand, particularly by expectant
mothers. Dr Gribble was one of several
gozi‘tg?’as to have lived in the town. He died
in g

Unfortunately the hospital was not
finanlchaolly viable and closed in Novem-
T, 1950.

A CURE

(Port Wakefield Register, 1926)
"Tired - Weak - Nervous”

11 those distressing symptoms
Athat make up the complaint

commonly called ‘weak
nerves’ in nine cases out of ten can be
banished in a few hours by a dose of
Cockle’s Pills.

"Low spirits, that tired feeling, head-
ache, peevishness, nervous tremors, and
that sinking, squeamish sensation in the
stomach are due to the irritant action of
toxins or poisons in your blood. The
surest and quickest remedy for this con-
dition is_Cockle's Pills. Get a box of
Cockle’s Pills today, take two tonight and
you will feel like a new being in the morn-
Lng. Small pills, new size, one and six per

0X."”

S
3
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SE B ’
E.F. PHILLIPS ’%

Refrig. & Elec.
28 Edward St., Port Wakefield

Phone 671 162
r Port Wakefield )
Motel

PROP. M. ADAMS

2 North St.,
Port Wakefield 5550

Phone (088) 671 271
A/con., Col TV, Elec. Bkts.,
Fridges, Tea, Coffee, Biscuits

CREDIT CARDS - BANK CARD
DINERS, MASTERCARD

¢

EARLY LOCAL

n 1878 the District Council of Port

Wakefield was established. The

first councillors appointed were
Messrs. Diprose, Smart, Rumble,
Forrest and Mills.

Mr John Rumble (owner of the general
store in Walter Street, which today oper-
ates as the Port Wakefield Serv-wel
Store) was appointed chairman.

he first assessments were confirmed
at £11,206 based on a rate of 9 pence to the
pound. A grant of £200 with other items
gave a capital of £655 for general im-

W. Higford.

Members of the District Council of Port Wakefield in 1903 - back ro:
Underwood, R. Drake, W. Spells; frontrow: J.

GOVERNMENT

provements to the town and district.
The Corporation of Port Wakefield
came into existence in 1881.

A report in 1909 stated “Among the
many improvements of late is the
planting of Gum, Pepper and Pine trees
in the various streets, the draining of the
streets by the dry well system, the re-
locating of main and district roads, new
footpaths and lighting of the streets by
accetylene gas. The area controlled by
the District Council of Port Wakefield
was over 200,000 acres.

W. Eatts, C.
Peter,J. Housten, T. McCabe (town clerk),

DIVERTING THE RIVER

arthworks were conducted at
E Port Wakefield which changed
the course of the River Wake-
field. It now flows out throuﬁh
Pelican Bay, instead of through the
gort, as it did in the copper carting

ays.

HEALTH AND HOSPITAL

n 1933 Port Wakefield opened its
Iown hospital. The hospital was

built in Burra Street, and was
opened by the Rev. E. Woollacott.

iss O. Lomman was the first
matron.

It had seven beds and was soon in great
demand, particularly by expectant
mothers. Dr Gribble was one of several
g!o%%r‘;s to have lived in the town. He died
in :

Unfortunately the hospital was not

financially viable and closed in Novem-
ber, 1950.

Retrieving the shells on the sand flats.

THE PROOF RANGE

n 1926 the Defence Dept. chose a
site south of Port Wakefield,
called ‘Bald Hill’. In all, 600 acres

I

were purchased. The site was to be
used as a Proofing Range for the

testin,
Worls

of 18lb ammunition from
War I.

The first rounds were fired in Decem-
ber, 1928, and continued sporadically
until World War II. The only permanent
personnel were local maintenance
workers. The No. 10 heavy artillery

battery from Fort Largs travelled up for
the firings.

During the Second World War the
Army Dept. took over control of the
Range. and due to its unique tidal flats,
soon became the main testing range in
Australia. The last use of horses by the
Army was at the Proof Range, where
they were used for shell retrieval until
1950. The Range today plays an
important role in Port Wakefield's
economy, employing many locals.

This can be more fully realised
by purchasing your

CHISTMAS
.. GOODS ..

FROM . .

7. 7. Drake,

Walter St., Pt. Wakefield

We carry a LARGE STOCK

of all Goods suitable for
the Christmas Trade.

Full Stock af all Harvesting Requisites
to select from.

Special value in Drapery, Boots and Shoes

This Store is noted for uniform good value

The old flour mill in Burra Street, later purchased to process Lochiel salt.

FLOUR MILL

n 1867 Mr Ferguson (later a chair-
I man of the District Council) erec-

ted a flour mill in Burra Street. It
was hored it would find plenty of
work from local farmers, but
af)parently had little success and
closed down after a few years.

Another attempt in 1883, by Hubble and
Company, also met with little success.

In 1912 the Australian Salt Company
was formed to process salt from Lochiel.
The Company took over the old flour mill
and converted it to wash, crush and
refine the salt.

Retriev

g the shells on the sand flats.

THE PROOF RANGE




Flooding was a common occurrence until
the river was diverted.
Below - The undermined railway lines.

This was done because the river con-
tinually silted up the harbour. This re-
quired constant dredging which was a
costly business. Changing the river’s

course would, it was hoped, stop the
floods which occasionally engulfed parts
of the town.

The work was done mostly with pick
and shovels, with the earth being shifted
in wheelbarrows. The earth dug out was
used to form a levee on the southern side
of the canal.
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Catering for the area with

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Specialists in

HOME CURED HAM,
BACON & SMALLGOODS

Contract Slaughtering
and Primal Cuts

BALAKLAVA PORT WAKEFIELD

\Ph. (088) 621 612

Ph. (088) 671 lLl/

(Port Wakefield Register, 1926)
"Tired - Weak - Nervous”
11 those distressing symptoms
Atha! make up the complaint
commonly called ‘weak
nerves’ in nine cases out of ten can be
banished in a few hours by a dose of
Cockle’s Pills.

"Low spirits, that tired feeling, head-
ache, peevishness, nervous tremors, and
that sinking, squeamish sensation in the
stomach are due to the irritant action of
toxins or poisons in your blood. The
surest and quickest remedy for this con-
dition is Cockle's Pills. Get a_box of
Cockle’s Pills today, take two tonight and

ou will feel like a new being in the morn-
Lng. Small pills, new size, one and six per
o
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E.F. PHILLIPS %
Refrig. & Elec.
28 Edward St., Port Wakefield
Phone 671 162

Port Wakefield N
Motel

PROP. M. ADAMS

2 North St.,
Port Wakefield 5550

Phone (088) 671 271

A/con., Col TV, Elec. Bkts.,
Fridges, Tea, Coffee, Biscuits

CREDIT CARDS - BANK CARD
DINERS, MASTERCARD

n 1926 the Defence Dept. chose a
Isite south of Port akefield,

called ‘Bald Hill'. In all, 600 acres
were purchased. The site was to be
used as a Proofing Range for the
testing of 18lb ammunition from
World War I.

battery from Fort Largs travelled up for
the firings.

During the Second World War the
Army Dept. took over control of the
Range, and due to its unique tidal flats,
soon became the main testing range in
Australia. The last use of horses by the

The first rounds were fired in Decem- | Army was at the Proof Range, where
ber, 1928, and continued sporadically |they were used for shell retrieval until
until World War II. The only permanent |1950. The Range today plays an
personnel were local maintenance [important role in Port Wakefield's
workers. The No. 10 heavy artillery |economy, employing many locals.

This can be more fully realised
by purchasing your

CHISTMAS
.. GOODS ..

FROM .

7. 7. Drake,

Walter St., Pt. Wakefield

We carry a LARGE STOCR
of all Goods suitable for
the Christmas Trade.

N

Full Stock af all Harvesting Requisites
to select  from.

Special value in Drapery, Boots and Shoes
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PASTORAL COUNTRY

n the very early years of Port

Wakefield the surrounding coun-

try was held by Mr Edmund
Bowman as a sheep run. Mr Bowman
was accicentally drowned in the
River Wakefield at Two Mile Station
during the winter floods of 1866.

After his death the property was suc-
cessfully managed by his fami When
the demand for agricultural land became
urgent, most of the run was surveyed,
and split into small farms.

Under new legislation in 1869, small
farm blocks could be purchased for a
deposit of 20%, with the balance to be

aid at the end of four years. This enabled
armers to extend their enterprise into
new lands. A series of good years helped
establish their pioneering efforts.

DIARY
NOTES

Editor’s Diary, Wakefield Sun, 1910

hgat carting is still being con-

tinued, but not with any rush.

' The heat wave has a very de-

pressing effect, and the main object

of everyone and everything seems to

agpease the thirst or seek some
shelter.

"The dust nuisance is not likely to be
lessened by the ceasing of the wheat as
the heavy traffic will still continue, owing
to carting of the ElPes from the station to
the land out back.

"The town lad was engaged to assist the
farmer in his milking, and went recom-
mended at least by the reassuring fact
that he had been in the employ of an
Adelaide dairyman. On the first mornin§
the farmer was surprised to hear none of
the ordinary sounds of milking from the
next bail. "Hello, Ernie, what’s the
matter?” he called out. Ernie, who was
patiently holding a bucket underneath
the cow, answered in a puzzled tone of one
who has encountered something
abnormal, “She won't let it drop”.
Ernie’s previous milking experience had
been obviously limited to a brass tap.”

"Harvesting operations are in full
swmﬁ now, but unfortunately the
weather has been rather unfavourable
for stripping. The crops are looking very
well, and a good yield is expected. The
first load of new season’s wheat was
delivered toda bﬁ Mr A. Webb. The
wheat was of the King’s Early variety,
weighing 64lbs to the bushel, and was

urchased by Mr H. Saint on behalf of
essrs Verco Bros. The crop from which
the wheat was reaped is expected to
average 20 bushels.”

increased and the mangroves
returned to cover much of the waterway.

Port

An early m

PORT WAKEFIELD TODAY

one are the ketches, the rail-
Gway and its agricultural traf-
S fic. The wharf today is approx-
imately a quarter of its original size
and caters to numerous professional
and recreational fishermen.

As the use of the port declined, silting
have

Des&ite losing its agricultural traffic,
akefield still prospers. The town
today boasts one General Store (one of
the original stores), a Chemist Agency/
Newsagency, two Hotels (The Port
Wakefield which was previously the
Terminus, and The Rising Sun), six
Roadhouses to cater for travellers on
Highway One, two Mechanical Engin-
eers, one Hardware Store/Nursery, two
Electricians, a Caravan Park, modern
Police Station, a Post Office and a
Primary School.

The business houses of the town
together with the Proof and
Experimental Establishment supply the
majority of employment for the town.

Port Wakefield has boasted many

ARTHUR E.

GOSLING.

CHOOSE YOUR CHRISTMAS

GIFTS

NOW,

This Store is noted for uniform good value

Christmas and
New Year Cards

At SUN Office.
All New Designs.

Place your Orders early so
as to avoid disappointment

Roa(dAsJide Restaurant

dj. Esso Roadhouse)

Dot and Alida Ordelman wish
S.A. a happy 150th birthday.
Dine-in at our pleasantly decorated
Restaurant. Delicious meals at reasonable
prices.
Also Take-Aways and large range of
‘Munchies’. Large home-made apricot
and apple pies and cakes,
See the flower arrangements and oil
paintings display by Kay Clerke.

" Mobil

Roadhouse, Port Wakefield

odel binder.

¢

i Ea

sportinF clubs throughout its history - HIGHWAY 1
ﬁ;gtlb:al , C}”i%ket,dlawn tennils,giﬂe club,
athletics club and coursing club, to name
a few. Today, sport is still an integral OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
gart of the town'’s social life, with cricket,

owls, golf, football, croquet, tennis,
basketball and netball being major clubs. for

Its future

Tourism will increasingl ila amajor Petrol,
rulie liln theif[un]xre of Poﬁ ; te 1eld,be“spl; 1
ecially so if plans go ahead to establis|
:he old Policlg Ste!mson gs[a‘ mt\ixlseur::. Its Mea =5
emperate climate and friendly atmos-
phere make the town very appealing to Take-Aways

peogle‘ v
The surrounding district holds great
underground wealth, in the form of huge
coal deposits. When they are mined, Port
Wakefield will change its character once
more.

Phone (088) 671 026
s

/=Y

Jim & Wilma Kennedy’s

24 HOUR
SHELL

RaADHUSE

WAVELICE R )



THE SHOPPING CENTRE.

Note the Address,

- EDWARD STREET,
PORT WAKEFIELD

PHONE
(088) 671 008

® Motor Vehicle Requirements

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

e Petrol ® Diesel
® Gas & Shell Shop Accessories
® Food & Drinks - Eat In or Take-Away
® Ice ® Bait ® Tackle
* SOUVENIRS *

EARLY LOCAL

n 1878 the District Council of Port

Wakefield was established. The

first councillors appointed were
Messrs. Diprose, Smart, Rumble,
Forrest and Mills.

Mr John Rumble (owner of the general
store in Walter Street, which today oper-
ates as the Port Wakefield Serv-wel
Store) was appointed chairman.

he first assessments were confirmed
at £11,206 based on a rate of 9 pence to the
pound. A grant of £200 with other items
gave a capital of £655 for general im-

S S
Members of the District Council of Port Wakefield
Underwood, R. Drake, W. Spells; frontrow: J.

W. Higford.

GOVERNMENT

provements to the town and district.

The Corporation of Port Wakefield
came into existence in 1881.

A report in 1909 stated “Among the
many improvements of late is the
planting of Gum, Pepper and Pine trees
in the various streets, the draining of the
streets by the dry well system, the re-
locating of main and district roads, new
footpaths and lighting of the streets by
accetylene gas. The area controlled by
the District Council of Port Wakefield
was over 200,000 acres.

I

was hoped it would find plenty of

The old flour mill in Burra Street, later purchased to process Lochiel salt.

Another attempt in 1883, by Hubble and
Company, also met with little success.

In 1912 the Australian Salt Company
was formed to process salt from Lochiel.
The Company took over the old flour mill
and converted it to wash, crush and
refine the salt.

FLOUR MILL

n 1867 Mr Ferguson (later a chair-
man of the District Council) erec-
ted a flour mill in Burra Street. It

work romh lngil 1farmers. bué S
apparently had little success an = J
S cﬁ:sed down after a few years. (: \’\&

in 1903 - back row: W. Eatts, C
Peter,J. Housten, T. McCabe (town clerk),

DIVERTING THE RIVER

arthworks were conducted at
E Port Wakefield which changed
the course of the River Wake-
field. It now flows out throu%h
Pelican Bay, instead of through the
gort, as it did in the copper carting

ays.

Flooding was a common occurrence until
the river was diverted.

Below - The undermined railway lines.

This was done because the river con-
tinually silted up the harbour. This re-
quired constant dredging which was a
costly business. Changing the river's
course would, it was hoped, stop the
floods which occasionally engulfed parts
of the town.

The work was done mostly with pick
and shovels, with the earth being shifted
in wheelbarrows. The earth dug out was
used to form a levee on the southern side
of the canal.
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Catering for the area with

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Snacnialicte in

HEALTH AND HOSPITAL

n 1933 Port Wakefield opened its
Iown hospital. The hospital was
built in Burra Street, and was
opened by the Rev. E. Woollacott.
iss O. Lomman was the first
matron.
It had seven beds and was soonin great
demand, particularly by expectant

mothers. Dr Gribble was one of several
g!o%%x‘;s to have lived in the town. He died
in :

_Unfortunately the hospital was not
financially viable and closed in Novem-
ber, 1950.

used as a Proofing Range for the
testing of 18lb ammunition from
World War I.

ber, 1928, and continued sporadically
until World War II. The only permanent
personnel were local maintenance
workers. The No. 10 heavy artillery

E

g the shells on the sand flats.

Retri

THE PROOF RANGE
n 1926 the Defence Dept. chose a | battery from Fort Largs travelled up for

Isite south of Port Wakefield, | the firings.
called ‘Bald Hill'. In all, 600 acres
were purchased. The site was to be During the Second World War the

Army Dept. took over control of the
Range, and due to its unique tidal flats,
soon became the main testing range in
Australia. The last use of horses by the
Army was at the Proof Range, where
they were used for shell retrieval until
1950. The Range today plays an
important role in Port Wakefield's
economy, employing many locals.

The first rounds were fired in Decem-

A CURE
(Port Wakefield Register, 1926)
"Tired - Weak - Nervous”

11 those distressing symptoms
Athat make up the complaint

commonly called ‘weak
nerves' in nine cases out of ten can be
banished in a few hours by a dose of
Cockle’s Pills.

"Low spirits, that tired feeling, head-
ache, peevishness, nervous tremors, and
that sinking, squeamish sensation in the
stomach are due to the irritant action of
toxins or poisons in your blood. The
surest and quickest remedy for this con-
dition is Cockle's Pills. Get a_box of
Cockle’s Pills today, take two tonight and
you will feel like a new being in the morn-
Lng. Small pills, new size, one and six per
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>
E.F. PHILLIPS %

Refrig. & Elec.
28 Edward St., Port Wakefield

Phone 671 162
ﬁort Wakefield |
Motel

PROP. M. ADAMS

2 North St.,
Port Wakefield 5550

This can be more fully realised
by purchasing your

CHISTMAS
.. GOODS ..

FROM . .

7. #. Dratke,

Walter St., Pt. Wakefield
We carry a LARGE STOCH

AU WRIUSNTS o T A e e e
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HOME CURED HAM,
BACON & SMALLGOODS

Contract Slaughtering
and Primal Cuts

PORT WAKEFIELD
Ph. (088) 671 111

BALAKLAVA
Ph. (088) 621 612

Phone (088) 671 271
A/con., Col TV, Elec. Bkts.,
Fridges, Tea, Coffee, Biscuits

CREDIT CARDS - BANK CARD
DINERS, MASTERCARD

PASTORAL COUNTRY

n the very early years of Port
I Wakefield the surrounding coun-
try was held by Mr Edmund
Bowman as a sheep run. Mr Bowman
was accicentally drowned in the
River Wakefield at Two Mile Station
during the winter floods of 1866.
After his death the property was suc-
cessfully managed by his family. When
the demand for agricultural land became
urgent, most of the run was surveyed,
and split into small farms.
nder new legislation in 1869, small
farm blocks could be purchased for a
deposit of 20%, with the balance to be
aid at the end of four years. This enabled

armers to extend their enterprise into
new lands. A series of good years helped
establish their pioneering efforts.

‘Munchies’. L. home-mad icot
DIARY i o o o i
./} ee the flow: ran, L.
NOTES XN A X paintings dise;l:; bygl(eg’eé‘lsr?cg. &
b A Xy
Editor’s Diary, Wakefield Sun, 1910 4 L
heat carting is still being con- °
tinued, but not with any rush.
The heat wave has a very de-
p{essing eﬂ'ect(,j and th?1 main object o -
of everyone and everything seems to " PV A, T8 LY <
appease the thirst or seek some : % ‘ 3;;%«!}, Roadhouse, Port Wakefield
shelter. ! . ; iRl R i L AR AL HIGHWAY
les;:eec?‘éﬂ S\glscaer;cs?nls giothhek\ewj gjt gi sportinF clubs throughout its history - 1
the heavy t¥aiﬁcwill sti lcontinue,gwmg PORT WAKEFIELD TODAY ;[;gtlgfilc’s g{‘i’%k:;;al:‘;;nr‘l_sti%nnglsﬁgiftloenc;;?é
to carting of lheﬁ)l})es from the station to . | a few, Today, sport is sﬁu an integral OPEN 7DAYS A WEEK
thg]l_gm{ out {aadc . 3 e one are the ketches, the rail-| part of the town's social life, with cricket,
rarme?- ﬁ]w}?isamﬁiis:ng:#g wtg:[szsc;me_ way and its agricultural traf- Enwls. golf, football, croquet, tennis,
mended at least by tgﬁe reassuring fact | . fic. The wharf today is approx- | basketball and netball being major clubs. for
(et had B T Spplot gty 8 quarer of s orginaf e oo
elaide dairyman. On the first mornin ‘ € 2 i ¥ 2
tge fax"jrper was su(;‘prirsed'{g hea{ none }(‘) and recreational fishermen. ru;I;O;’;ltshT mltl\l;gcorreggl‘gw&: ieal éngtg etrol,
the ordinary sounds of milking from the i § ]
next bail, “vHello, Ernie, what's the | As the use of the port declined, silting | §CIally s if plans go ahead to establish Meals,
matg:x;i’ gglgiarlllgedaogt.cfr{ue,L;vhog:g inctzreassdt and the }r}nz;x: rovets have temperate climate and friendly atmos- Take:Awavs
pa v ucket undern returned to cover much of the waterway. i 7
thﬁ cow, answeredinfpuzgled tone&ffone £ Dfs‘gjzi x?silgg itlsl agrlcultur%‘lh[ramg_ gggrleemake the town very appealing to y
who has encountered something |Port Wakefield still prospers. The town > istri
abnormal, ”She won't let it drop's. today boasts one General Store (one of un’ﬂeﬁgi‘é;;%u?v%%%hd;:t&?t;',?,l,?f,f r:gaet
Ernie’s previous milking experience had [the original stores), a Chemist Agency/ coal deposits. When they are mined, Port
been obviously limited to a brass tap.” [Newsagency, two Hotels (The Port Wakefield will change its character once Phone (088) 671 026
Harvesting operations are in full |wakefield which was previously the pga
swmg now, but unfortunately the |Terminus, and The Rising Sun), six e e Gi
Weather has been rather unfavourable [Roadhouses to cater for travellers on Ne
&,’g“s";gg‘gg-g;‘:;{&%sigrg;gggg VTel‘;Y Highway One, two Mechanical Engin- r/ 53 . 3
g . e
first load oP new season’s wheat was ‘,‘ﬁ;sc',,"i';}’a',,‘s“,’gwégﬁﬁ,‘;’;%’:‘,’{?e,{,’{,agg Jlm & Wllma Kennedy S
delivered toda, bf‘é. Mr A. Webb. The [police Station, a Post Office and a
wheat was of the King's Early variety, [primary School.
weighing 64lbs to the bushel, and was | The business houses of the town
B}Jrchased by Mr H. Saint on behalf of together with the Proof and
essrs Verco Bros. The crop from which |Experimental Establishment supply the
the wheat was reaped is expected to [ majority of employment for the town.
average 20 bushels. Port Wakefield has boasted many
ARTHUR E. GOSLING. HELL
: RaADMNSE
GIFTS NOW. A
| > 2 r . .
THE bHO PE ING CEN FI{E. ® Motor Vehicle Reqlurements
e Petrol @ Diesel
Note the Address :
2 ® Gas & Shell Shop Accessories
ED VU ARD STREET, ® Food & Drinks - Eat In or Take-Away
PORT WAKEFIELD tJe 2 Rait e Tackle
* SOUVENIRS »
............ N i : > ol

o1 all Loods suitable for
the Christmas Trade.

Full Stock af all Harvesting Requisites
to select  from.

Special value in Drapery, Boots and Shoes
This Store is noted for uniform good value

Christmas and
New Year Cards

At SUN Office.
All New Designs.

Place your Orders early so
as to avoid disappointment

Roadside Restaurant
(Adj. Esso Roadhouse)

Dot and Alida Ordelman wish

S.A. a happy 150th birthday.
Dine-in at our pleasantly decorated
Restaurant. Delicious meals at reasonable
prices.
Also Take-Aways and large range of
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Malachite Cu? Co*(OH)? Ch
from Burra mine. (OH, 0 and azurite
from Burra mine.
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'I‘ %opper layed an important role in the !
'.._ 2 early days of South Australia. Not only ;
(N did it help pay the bills, but it helped lay a K
}.. solid foundation on which to build our great
’r » State.
v
‘ , g pectacular development occurred both at
U fi Burra and Moonta which saw the two
[ “towns and their surrounding districts
N A thrive.
;‘ ransport posed the bi%gest hurdle in
«'..“-sl- those ‘raw’ days, with bullocks, horses
(Y A and mules handling the haulage. It
: wasn’t a problem at Moonta as the port was
\ nearby, but for Burra the sheer distance from
the sea and the rough terrain were the main
stumbling blocks. v
ith sheer determination and grita path S g
w\vas literally ‘bulldozed’ through the
~ scrub, creeks and swamp to Port T ?
Henry, now known as Port Wakefield
‘ \ s Ilthough some sections of the road are
il ﬁnow hidden and many of the old buil-
U dings in ruins, the spiritlives on, and it’s
: that same spirit which will pave the way for ]
‘ generations to come. 4
¢
AT S 0. we weren’t around in those days to ki
AR @ meet the literary thirsts of readers, but (1))
/' ; “we're here today, still striving to meet /
( - our districts’ printing and publishing needs. y
‘l % nited we are proud to have participated '
ﬁin the production of thisnewspaper-The
Plains Producer (Balaklava), Balak-
\ lava Printing House, Yorke Peninsula \
: Country Times (Moonta). ¥

= Published by Pa & Publications Pty Lid, i
({(glﬂ“ ublished by Papers & Publiaions P S
: r [«)

Proud to be members of S.A. Country Press
Association of S.A. Inc.

Copper ore pictures courtesy of
Department of Mines and Energy, Adelaide.
hure ‘Copper in South Australia’ Native copper from Moonta
mine.

Chalcopyrite Cu FeS? (‘Pea-
cock ore’) from Moonta Broc!
mine, published by the S.A. Dept. of Mines and Energy



